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President’s Welcome 
A chairde, 
 
It is my great pleasure to bring you the USI Annual Report 2013/14. 
 
 
Last year this Officer Board team was elected at USI Annual Congress on a clear platform of fighting 
to protect student supports and equity of access to education, strengthening our organisation and 
delivering and advancing equality for our members. Our very successful Annual Congress in Athlone 
clearly affirmed that the student movement has turned a corner and is on the right track. 
 
We have restored credibility to the student movement’s ability to deliver on our policy goals, even in 
the most challenging times, through a successful Pre-Budget campaign. We have clear and well-
researched policy on third-level funding to support our clear ideological belief in Higher Education as 
a public good. We have a more united student movement than ever before, with every Institute of 
Technology in the country, and the return of CIT and DCU Students’ Unions to USI after more than a 
decade apart. 
 
We have a strategic financial plan and an income diversification strategy which provides for the fi-
nancial stability of the organisation as well as improved service provision for our members. One of 
the most enjoyable aspects of this role has been the varied and wide range of issues we have had 
the opportunity to work on, with the common goal of improving student life for our members.  
 
This Annual Report outlines how USI, through the support of our member Students’ Unions and the 
commitment of our dedicated student activists right across the country, delivered on our objectives 
on many of these issues. This provides an opportune time for us to not only reflect on our achieve-
ments, but to recognise the enormous challenges that still exist, and the great many barriers facing 
our membership. Enormous challenges still exist, and there is no room for complacency. It is our col-
lective responsibility to continue to apply ourselves fully to address these issues in the best interests 
of the students of Ireland.  
 
For now, let’s take a look back at 2013/14. 
 
Beir bua, 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe O’Connor, 
USI President 2013/14 
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JUly 

Students’ Union Training  
The annual Students’ Union Training (SUT) event was held in Waterford IT in July. Students' Union Offi-
cers of USI member organisations from across the country travelled to Waterford IT for USI SUT  2013. 
Officers took part in over 50 training modules throughout the week with high calibre facilitators. Former 
Mountjoy Governor, John Lonergan and Adventurer & Entrepreneur Pat Falvey delivered key note ad-
dresses at SUT 2013.  

Launch of GAA Emigration 
Campaign 
To highlight the number of Irish 
GAA players being lost to overseas 
teams due to forced emigration, 
USI held a media campaign at SUT 
in Waterford. It followed the week-
end that saw London play in a his-
toric Connacht final. USI high-
lighted the unprecedented num-
bers of qualified graduates being 
forced to leave Ireland. More than 
120,000 young people between 
the ages of 15-24 emigrated in the 
last four years.  And, of those who 
have stayed behind, one in two 
graduates had no work at all in 
2012. Behind the achievements of 
the London GAA team is the tragic 
fact that many young people in 
Ireland have had no choice but to 
leave Ireland to find work.   
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Volunteering and Citizen Task Force 
The Task Force on Volunteering and Citizenship was established in July. It met several times throughout 
the year and created policy which was passed by National Council and Congress around voter registration 
and marriage equality campaigning strategies and political reform. The Task Force also took the lead on 
USI's campaign to retain Seanad Eireann.   

Pro Choice Rally 
 USI has been very active on this campaign in line with our pro-choice mandates. On the 9th of July 
the USI Equality and Citizenship Officer attended the pro-choice sleep-out outside the Dáil with pro-
choice campaigners and the Education Officer in IADT Students’ Union. On the 10th of July, USI 
drafted a press release on USI’s response to the ‘Protection of Life During Pregnancy Bill 2013.’ USI at-
tended the pro-choice rally outside the Dáil on the same day from 6pm until after midnight. There were 
lots of students there from Trinity College Dublin and IADT Students’ Union amongst others. 

Migrant Fee 

The Union of Students in Ireland welcomed the announcement from the Minister for Education and Skills, 

Ruairí Quinn TD, regarding changes in the fees arrangements for migrant students living in Ireland on 

July 25th. In future, non-EEA nationals who acquire EEA citizenship during their college course will no 

longer be required to pay full tuition fees. The change means migrant students who become Irish citizens 

during third level will no longer be forced to continue paying the high fees applied to those without Irish 

citizenship. The Migrant Rights Centre Ireland estimates that around 700 students could benefit from the 

move. 
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AUGUST 
Hard Knock life for students  
A photo stunt took place in Knock Air-
port in early August last year. The 
idea, and much of the planning was 
executed by NUIGSU, who chose to 
extend an invitation to USI and other 
colleges in the BMW Region. The stunt 
highlighted the numbers of educated 
and skilled individuals leaving the 
country in search of work.  

Community Engagement  
Community Engagement events were held in a 
variety of locations across the country. Each 
regional officer  organised a number of com-
munity engagement events throughout the 
year. The purpose of these events was to 
reach out and engage with the local commu-
nity in a positive manner. In addition to these 
regional engagements we held Christmas 
Community events with a Children’s Christmas 
Party theme in 3 regions: Athlone, Tralee and 
Trinity College Dublin. USI was a partner in 
the 2FM/St Vincent de Paul Toy Appeal cam-
paign, supported by Students’ Unions across 
the country. 

Top Up Training 
Top Up Training was hosted by Trinity College Students’ Union alongside the August National Council. 
Training included modules on media engagement, public speaking and student finance. There was also 
full day sessions run in parallel; Health Promotion for Welfare Officers and Policy Development for Educa-
tion Officers. 

Crossover Tour  
A Campus Crossover Tour was organised during the summer and visited IADT, LIT, IT Sligo, ST Angelas, 
NUI Maynooth and CIT.  

SUSI Deadline  
After the first SUSI roll out it, encountered many problems. For it’s second year there were many changes 
to be made. These included moving the application closing date to a month earlier, reducing the amounts 
of documentation by linking into the Revenue and Social Welfare databases and creating a new communi-
cations strategy with USI. A separate helpdesk was arranged for the use of USI member sabbatical officers 
to assist them with casework and this was very useful. 

USI – NUS USI Network 
In August USI Officer Board, NUS-USI President and officers,  and officers in the North took part in a net-
working event in NUS USI offices.  
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Guide to Student Life 
USI, with the support of PRTB launched 

the Guide to Student Life in DIT, NUIG & 

IT Carlow. This comprehensive guide is a 

useful resource for students and gives 

great tips and advice on student life. The 

guide covers accommodation advice, 

money management, personal safety and 

settling into college. Easy-to-use budget 

sheets and rent book logs are included, 

enabling students to keep weekly or 

monthly budgets that will help monitor 

their income and expenditure and keep a 

record of rent paid. 

 

USI National Charity  
The annual USI National Charity was chosen at the August National Council in Trinity College Dublin. 
TCD Students’ Union proposed ‘Headstrong’ which was voted as USI’s national charity for 2013/2014. 
Headstrong works to change how Ireland thinks about young people’s mental health through the Jig-
saw Programme of service development, through Research and Advocacy. 

March for Marriage  

On the 20th of August, the 

USI had a large delegation 

and voter registration stand 

at the LGBT Noise March for 

Marriage. We congregated in 

Trinity College Dublin and 

joined the march at City Hall. 

Back in June, USI had a visi-

ble presence at Dublin Pride 

2013. USI LGBT Ally bands 

were handed out to the 

crowd and highlighted the 

need for Transgender Rights 

and Marriage Equality. 

Letter to Russian Embassy 
On the 7th of August, USI, BeLonG To Youth Services, The National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) and 
the International LGBTQ Youth and Student Organisation (IGLYO) joined together to express our concern 
at the rise in public violence towards LGBT young people in Russia following the passing of homophobic 
legislation in the Russian parliament. Jointly we delivered a co-signed letter to the Russian Ambassador in 
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SEPTEMBER 

Seachtain na bhFreisir 
USI received over 100,000 promotional materials from Foras na Gaeilge, the public body responsible for the 
promotion of the Irish language throughout the island of Ireland. These materials got distributed amongst the 
MO’s and Cumann Gaelacha, at the beginning of the year. These materials were used by students involved in 
the Cumann Gaelacha to increase membership and increase student engagement with Irish Language events 
on Campus. This was a great opportunity for USI to engage with students on the ground. 

Conradh na Gaeilge agus USI  
There has been a longstanding collaboration between USI and Conradh na Gaeilge over the past 10 years on 
an ad-hoc basis. The two organisations would like an official relationship to be agreed, to recognise the pro-
gress made to date, to help identify and facilitate new developments in the future aspirations of the two or-
ganisations. Amongst other things, both organisations will work together to strengthen the national Irish 
Language Campaign. 

SERD Voter Registration Drives 
A key aspect of the Pre-Budget campaign was 
the first-ever national student voter registration 
database, SERD (Student Elector Registration 
Database). This set out to dispel the notion that 
students do not vote, and to provide a sophisti-
cated communications tool capable of mobilising 
a united student voter bloc, with the power to 
influence political decision-making and elections/
referendums. Voter registration drives were held 
across the country as part of the campaign, and 
this campaign was re-branded and re-launched 
in the run up to the local & European elections. 
 
During the month of September across the coun-
try the national voter registration drive began. 
The aim of the drive was to inform students on 
national voter registration and get them regis-
tered on SERD (Student Electoral Registration 
Database) to keep them informed and engaged. 
USI and Member Unions worked together during 
Fresher Weeks and Clubs and Soc events to en-
sure students were registered to vote and also 
to inform them of their rights as a voter. The 

drives took place in all Dublin, Southern Region and 
BMW colleges from September to December.  
 

Fresher Packs 
In September for the first time in recent years over 30,000 Fresher Packs were delivered to USI member 
Students' Union. The packs contained a USI Wall Planner and Guide, a pocket book sized USI Guide to Stu-
dent Life and great promotional materials and products from a number of supporting organisations.  
 
Freshers Week Competition with Think Contraception 
USI and Think Contraception teamed up to coordinate a competition for member Students’ Unions. Students’ 
Unions were encouraged to run a sexual health event on campus during their Freshers Week. The best 5 
events won 4,000 condoms each to use for their next sexual health event/activity/campaign on campus.  



USI ANNUAL REPORT 2013/2014 

Ploughing Championships  
During the summer months the Ploughing Championships which was being held in Stradbally Co. Laois was 
identified as a great opportunity for USI to engage with young people from all across the country. Through 
collaborations with Macra na Feirme, USI secured a stall at the event. Over the course of the event USI was 
able to engage with hundreds of students from across the country and promote the work we do for the stu-
dents of Ireland.  

Tá Gaeilge Agam 
USI ordered 15,000 Irish Language bands for the organisation, to be distributed amongst our members in 
September 2013. These bands are extremely popular, and in high demand. USI has supplied these bands to 
our students’ since 2010. The main propose of the bands is essentially to develop the idea of a new Fáinne 
for students. As a result of this incentive, more people have been involved in both Union organised Irish 
Language event, and Irish Language societies membership has increased immensely. 

Say Something Report  

The launch of the “Say Something” 

research study findings of students’ 

experiences of harassment, stalk-

ing, violence and sexual assault, 

took place today, Tuesday, 

10th September at Trinity College, 

Dublin. Keynote speaker Senator 

Ivana Bacik launched the findings of 

the “Say Something” study along 

with Ellen O’Malley Dunlop, CEO of 

the Dublin Rape Crisis Centre. USI 

conducted this research project with 

the support of Cosc (National Office 

for the Prevention of Domestic, Sex-

ual and Gender-based Violence). 

This unique research study is the 

first of its kind and scale in Ireland. 

Free Our Voice 
USI National Council determined for USI 
to take a ‘No’ stance on the Seanad Ref-
erendum, and to call for  wider political 
reform of both Chambers and our over-
all Parliamentary system. With the assis-
tance of the Taskforce for Volunteering 
and Citizenship, USI put  together pro-
posals for political reform, in a policy 
document entitled ‘Free Our Voice- Poli-
tics for the People’. This was launched 
at a press event held at Ringsend Com-
munity Centre. 
 

Data Protection Policy 
Following a mandate from USI Congress 2013, the USI Data Protection Policy was developed and was 
passed unanimously at the National Council in September.  

The report focused on the following areas; Unwanted Sexual Experi-

ences, Physical Mistreatment, Harassment, Obsessive Behaviour and 

Information on Campus.  
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. 

SEPTEMBER 

Locked Out 
USI worked with the Irish Congress of Trade Unions (ICTU) and the Irish Second-Level Students’ Union 
(ISSU) on the collaborative policy paper ‘Locked Out- Investing In A Future For Youth’. Together we called 
for an end to the ‘lock-out’ of young people from the jobs market and proposed a range of measures to im-
prove access to the workplace and enhance employment skills. Jointly, we presented the key aspects of this 
paper collaboratively at the Joint Oireachtas Committee for Education and Social Protection.  
 

SUSI Campus Tour  
Throughout September and October SUSI representatives held campus clinics across the country. As the 
closing date was also moved to a month earlier and great advancements were made in developing internal 
structures there were very few issues with SUSI this year in comparison with last year. The campus clinics 
provided one to one contact for students with queries and concerns which allowed the speedy resolution of 
issues.  

Part-time Officer Training 
Based on feedback from the 2012 training event we changed the format of Part Time Officer training to re-
gional events. These were hosted in IT Tallaght and UCC in September and GMIT in January covering top-
ics including public speaking, chairing meetings, time management, planning events and equality cam-
paigning.  

ESC26 Lithuania 
The 26th European Students’ Convention was hosted in Kaunas, Lithuania in September. The theme of the 
conference was ‘The Internationalisation of the Higher Education Area’ and the delegates drafted a re-
sponse to the EU Commissions Communiqué on the topic. The USI delegation included sabbatical officers 
from IT Sligo SU, Letterkenny IT SU and UCC SU with the USI VP Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance.  
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National Day of Action 
The National Day of Action was rolled out in three regional loca-
tions on October 1st; - Sligo, Cork and Dublin. In Dublin the 
demo took place outside the Dáil, in Cork the demo travelled 
from UCC down Grand Parade to Main St. and in Sligo the dem-
onstration travelled from IT Sligo to Stephen’s St. Car park. 
Nearly 5,000 students across the country gathered to oppose 
the cuts to the Maintenance grant and rising cost of college. 
Students gathered with a united voice, and the media coverage 
of the events was strong, positive and on message. Ahead of 
the second USI pre-Budget meeting with  Minister Quinn the 
following day in Leinster House, the Day of Action succeeded in 
bringing us closer to realising our goals. 
 
A range of creative designs and digital marketing materials 
were used to engage students and stakeholders with the cam-
paign. This included a social media strategy, online sponsored 
posts, an infographic, the SERD database, a Thunderclap, the 
DearDeputy microsite, flyers for students, parents and busi-
nesses, badges, poster designs and a full online toolkit that 
could be downloaded. Along the way, the campaign was aided 
by a very strong and strategic media message and presence. In 

. 

the week before the Budget alone, the 
USI President wrote opinion pieces for 
the country’s two leading broadsheet 
newspapers, the Irish Times and the 
Irish Independent. 
 
The“Fight for Your Future Now” utilised 
two main channels of communication: 
online and traditional media outlets. 
Online: USI Social Media Pages 
(Facebook and Twitter), www.usi.ie/
yourfuture campaign site, email news-
letter, social news sites and www.usi.ie 
main website. Traditional: Print, Broad-
cast and Radio. 

October 
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Budget Day  

During the National Campaign  

During the Campaign: USI and Member Students’ Unions appeared in over 150 National and Regional me-
dia outlets, on multiple occasions. As well as communicating the “Fight For Your Future Now”, issues such 
as accommodation problems for students, campaigns like ‘Say Something’, the Seanad Referendum ‘Free 
Our Voice’ proposal paper, USI Pre- Budget submission, Joint Position Paper with ICTU and ISSU ‘Investing 
in a future that Works’ to solve Youth Unemployment and the Guide to Student Life all got as high level of 
media attention. Below are some samples of the coverage received for the duration of the campaign. 

National Day of Action 
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Campaign Results 
The Student Maintenance Grant was not cut in Budget 2014, the first time in four consecutive budgets.  
The BTEA was protected with minimal changes. 
Increase of student voting registrations across the country with SERD. 
The European Youth Guarantee obtained initial investment of €14 million.  
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Pre-Budget Briefing 
On the 9th of October, a final Pre-Budget Briefing was organised in Buswells’ Hotel. USI reiterated the core 
points of the Pre-Budget Submission and campaign objectives, and several students shared their personal 
stories. This was attended by over 50 members of the Oireachtas, which was an excellent turnout. Intelli-
gence from the Department suggests they received representations from 10 TDs on the student grant that 
afternoon alone. This was a highly effective campaign event which provided the final push required for the 
campaign to succeed. 

Bodywhys Survey 
USI strengthened its relationship with Bodywhys and assisted them in the promotion of a survey which 
would look at young adults’ knowledge of eating disorders and their impressions of individuals with eat-
ing disorders.  

Seanad Referendum 
USI were heavily engaged in the 
media discussion on the Seanad ref-
erendum throughout the campaign, 
including as part of a live debate on 
The Pat Kenny Show on Newstalk, 
and as a contributor to the special 
Prime Time debate on the Seanad 
referendum. On polling day, USI 
utilised the SERD database and 
communications tool for the first 
time, encouraging thousands of stu-
dents to get out and vote and in-
forming them of USI’s position. 
Throughout the campaign, USI ad-
vocated for a ‘No’ vote and the 

Pre-Budget Submission 
USI set about agreeing a pragmatic and achievable set of objectives, which would 
aim to protect the most financially vulnerable students. The Pre-Budget Submission 
was crafted around these key goals. In the context of our economic and political 
circumstances, with another €3.1 billion austerity adjustment and further Education 
cutbacks required, the results achieved for students were hugely significant. The 
core student support payments - the student maintenance grant and the Back to 
Education Allowance, were protected in full after several years of contraction. 
 

 Irish Language Training  
More than 100 students, from across the country participated in the annual Irish Language Training 
weekend, which took place in DIT for the first time. The Secretary General of Conradh na Gaeilge, the 
Vice President Gaeilge, and the Irish Language Commissioner all gave presentations, and workshops to 
the students who attended the seminar. The weekend consisted of workshops on Irish Language Rights, 
How to organise events through Irish, How to organise a Cumann Gaelach, and How to be an effective 
Irish Language Officer. 

October 

proposition to abolish Seanad Eireann was defeated by a small mar-
gin on polling day. 
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USI/Irish Times/Gael Linn All Ire-
land Debating Competition   
The team from UCC won the Annual USI/
Irish Times All-Ireland debating competi-
tion, held at Oireachtas na Samhna in Kil-
larney in November. The team of Lára Ní 
Dhálaigh and Deidre Ní Dhonnachadh, 
from the Cuallacht (Cumann Gaelach) 
UCC, beat off stiff competition from teams 
from around the country. Teams from 
NUIG, UU Magee and UCD represented 
their colleges at the final. The topic for the 
debate was ‘Ba chóir deireadh iomlán a 
chur le híocaíochtaí dól do dhaoine faoi 25 
bliain d’aois’ (All dole payments to under 
25’s should be stopped!). 

Oireachtas na Samhna 
Oireachtas na Samhna, the annual arts festival of Irish culture, took place in 
the Gleneagle Hotel, Killarney. In recent  years, the festival has had a signifi-
cant student attendance. Events such as Corn Uí Riada, the All-Ireland Sean-
Nós singing competition, and Steip, the All-Ireland Sean-Nós dancing Compe-
tition, are the highlights of the weeklong festival. Student orientated events 
also take place, including the “Cabaret Craicáilte”, which is USI’s largest so-
cial event for students, with over 600 students from across the country at-
tending. USI provide discounted entry for members along with help in finding 
suitable accommodation, to ensure maximum student participation . 

Class Rep Training 
Throughout October, members of USI Officer Board attended and presented at Class Rep Training 
events.  Colleges across Ireland hosted these events. Class Representatives were informed of USI struc-
tures, campaigns, and the pre-budget campaign and how they could get involved.  

International Student’s Focus 
Group 
USI co-organised and facilitated a 
focus group for international stu-
dents in TCD on October 22nd with 
the Irish Council for International 
S t u d e n t s .  t h e  e v e n t  w a s 
very successful and we received de-
tailed feedback to our questions on 
their experiences in Ireland and how 
things could be improved for them. 
The feedback was presented to the 
Government as part of the review of 
Ireland’s International Education 
Strategy. Similar events took place in 
NUI Galway and UCC. 
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NOVEMBER 

Drinkaware Disaffiliation  
After many years of debating on the topic, USI officially ended any future work with Drinkaware.ie and 
MEAS in November. The motion was passed without objection at USI National Council, held in the Dublin 
Institute of Technology on the 9th of November.  

Pink Training 
Pink Training took place  the 
weekend of the 22nd24th of 
November in Queen’s University 
Belfast. This event was particu-
larly special as it was the 21st 
anniversary of Pink Training. USI 
held a 21st anniversary dinner, a 
variety of workshops and a rally 
for LGBTQ rights.  
 
Delegations of students attend 
Pink Training from USI-affiliated 
colleges across the country. The 
event consists of training mod-
ules on lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender issues. The 
event is the largest of its kind in 
Europe for third-level students 

QQI Anniversary  
Quality and Qualification Ireland was established in November 2012. In their first year they undertook a 
comprehensive policy review including papers on topics such as introducing and International Education 
Mark, the protection of enrolled learners and a review on institutional reviews in Higher Education. USI has a 
good relationship with QQI, holding a seat on the Board and being a part of the Consultative Forum, a 
stakeholder group which meets bi-annually. 

Teaching Heroes Think Tank 
 On November 5th the National Forum for Teaching and Learning collaborated with USI to host a Teaching 
Heroes Think Tank. The aim of this was to design a student led, student nominated awards system for ex-
cellent teachers who have a great impact on students. This was launched in January and rolled across col-
leges in the Spring. Teaching Heroes from each college will be recognised at a ceremony next September 
with Mary McAlesse in the Printworks Conference Centre, Dublin Castle.  

ESU BM65 Croatia 
USI is a member of ESU (European Students’ Union) and has two votes at the biannual Board meetings 
(BM). The 65th BM took place from November 29th to December 1st. The lengthy agenda included a pol-
icy paper on Higher Education Governance, a Manifesto for the EU Elections and motions submitted by 
member unions. USI attended every session and submitted a number of motions and resolutions. USI 
also met with other national unions from all over Europe to share initiatives and ideas. 

and continues to be one of the most popular, and the largest training 
events,  USI runs in terms of attendees. Over 350 delegates attended and 
it was a great success which included a keynote address from Jeff Dudg-
eon, MBE, LGBT advocate and campaigner against discrimination in North-
ern Ireland. 
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Joint Campaigns 
USI is an affiliate organisation of the 
‘We’re Not Leaving’ campaign group, 
which brings together students, 
young workers and the young unem-
ployed. USI have organised with 
them on a number of issues, includ-
ing the ‘Young People’s Assembly’ 
held in Liberty Hall which USI was a 
full supporter and participant in. USI 
assisted with the organisation and 
promotion of this event, as well as 
i t s  d e l i v e r y  o n  t h e  d a y . 
 
A Post-Budget campaign in opposi-
tion to the cuts to social welfare pay-
ments in Budget 2014 was launched 
alongside We’re Not Leaving, 

More Talk More Action & Chats 
for Change 
Former Rugby star and mental 
health advocate, Alan Quinlan 
launched USI’s national mental 
health campaign to get Irish stu-
dents talking about mental health in 
November.  
In partnership with Lyons Tea, See 
Change and St Patrick’s Mental 
Health Services, 20,000 ‘Chats for 
Change’ packs were distributed 
across college campuses nationwide. 
The packs included a banner pen 
with tips on how to start the conver-
sation and useful links, 2 tea bags 
and a card to explain the campaign. 
The ‘More Talk, More Action‘ Campus 
Tour visited NCI, Cork IT, NUI 
Maynooth and Athlone IT with a 
message for students to talk more 
about mental health and take more 
action for their wellbeing.  The cam-
pus tour included interactive/

HEA How Equal? Conference 
On November 7th, USI attended the HEA’s How Equal? Access to Education conference in Kilmainham. 
The USI President, VP for Equality and Citizenship and VP for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance at-
tended along with many MO officers. USI had met with the HEA Equity of Access Office several times prior 
to the conference to ensure that the schedule included the student voice. At the event itself, USI Officers 
spoke to the Minister for Education and Skills on equity of access to higher education. 

SpunOut.ie, and the National Youth Council of Ireland. This 
included several photo stunts, media pressure and a targeted 
lobby of Senators ahead of the Social Welfare Bill. 

educational information stands and expert advice from See 
Change, Mental Health Reform, Headstrong, Headsup, 
Reachout.com, Turn2me.org, PleaseTalk.org, Mental Health Ire-
land and St Patrick’s Mental Health Services. 
 
.  
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December 
 
Cearta Teanga=Cearta Daonna 
Language Rights=Human Rights 
Members of the USI wore red tape 
across their mouths at a protest out-
side Leinster House demanding that 
the Government acts on its legal obli-
gations to give Irish language speak-
ers equality in their right to engage 
with the State through Irish. Red tape 
across their mouths represented the 
failure of the State to allow them to 
speak their own language. 
 
The resignation of the Irish Language 
commissioner at this time showed 
how unsupportive the Government 
has been. Previous governments were 
slightly successful in their attempts at 
resurrecting the language, however 
the current government have not 
been promoting the Irish language 

well. The campaigners said they had only two requests for Christmas - 
language rights and the language commissioner. This campaign re-
ceived significant converge in the media, on RTÉ, TG4, The Irish 
Times, Raidió na Gaeltachta, and thejournal.ie amongst others. 
 

OMG Gonorrhoea Campaign  
USI collaborated with Dublin AIDS Alliance, SpunOut.ie and the HSE Crisis Pregnancy Programme with sup-
port from HSE Health Promotion and HSE Public Health Department Eastern Region on a new Gonorrhoea 
information and prevention campaign in response to noted increases of Gonorrhoea in Ireland. 
‘OMG...Gonorrhoea...It’s Trending’ #OMGSTI was developed which targeted young (heterosexual) people 
aged 17 to 25 years through social media. An information booklet on Gonorrhoea was produced as well as 
posters and the main campaign website is www.yoursexualhealth.ie 
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GMIT Referendum 
The referendum was held on December 5th alongside a constitutional overhaul in the member organisa-
tion. The campaign started the previous Thursday with the USI BMW Officer and sabbatical officers from 
GMIT attending a Class Rep Council and campaigning in Letterfrack campus. The USI team campaigned 

up until the close of voting on Thursday returning a 95% yes vote in the referendum. The result re-
flected the positive attitude amongst membership in GMIT to the work done by USI. In addition to cam-
paigning it was very rewarding to speak to members of the organisation on the issues that concerned 
and affected them. 

USI Student Finance Survey 
USI has worked with Amárach Research to update the Student Finance Survey and launched it on 
social media over the Christmas period with support from the USI Communications and Research Ex-
ecutive. We received over 1,100 responses nationally. The findings gave great insight into how stu-
dents are financing their education and how this affects their mental wellbeing.  
 

ISSE Launch 
The ISSE pilot survey, co-sponsored by HEA, IOTI, IUA and USI was completed in September 2013 and 
the report launched in December with the support of the Department of Education and Skills. The pilot 
showed many very useful findings in the student experience and resulted in a very rich data set. Im-
provements for 2014 were suggested and methodologies for improving response rates examined.  
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GAA Emigration Campaign Launch at SUT  

Pro-Choice Rally  

SUT WIT 

JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER  NOVEMBER DECEMBER 

Guide to Student Life 

March for Marriage 

Say Something Report 

Free Our Voice  

Pre Budget Brief-
ing  

Voter Registration Drives 

More Talk, More Action 

National Day of  
Action 

Pink Training 2013  

Youth Unemployment 

Language Rights 

Migrant Fee 
Arrangements 

Volunteering and Citizen Taskforce 

Top Up Training 

Crossover Tour  

USI National Charity 

Community Engage-
ment  

Letter to Russian 
Embassy  

SUSI Deadline 

SERD 

Locked Out Launch 

Fresher’s Packs 

SUSI Campus Tour 

Tá Gaeilge Agam 

Ploughing Championships 

Conradh na Gaeilge 

ESC26 Lithuania 

Part Time Officer 

Seanad Referendum  

Budget 2014 

Gaeilge Training 

Oireachtas na Samhna 

USI/Irish Times 
Debate 

Class Rep Training 

International Students 

HEA How Equal?  

QQI Anniversary 

Teaching Heroes 

ESU BM65 Croatia 

Drinkaware Disaffiliation  

USI Joint Campaigns  
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Youth Unemployment 

#OMG STI Campaign   

GMIT Referendum 

TEEU USI Joint 

Teaching and Learning Awards 

JUNE 

ISSE Launch 

USI Finance Survey 

SHAG Week  

DCU Referendum 

ISSE Opens  

Lá Mór na Gaeilge 

Seachtain na Gaeilge 

Protect LGBT Rights in Russia  

IT Tralee Referen-
dum  

Nurses Campaign  

Future Focus 
Campaign 

Mental Health 
Strategy  

Rith’ 14 Gender Con 14  

TU Seminar 

ESC 27 Brussels 

Congress 2014 

SAAI 2014  

Lá Dearg 

#4mentalhealth 

Student Summit 

ESU Cosmice Seminar 

gaeilge.usi.ie  

Exam Prep 

Accommodation 
Advice  

Youth Vote 14  

Value of Educa-
tion  

BM66 Vienna/
Bratislava  

Irish Language Lobby  

Social Lobby of the Oireachtas   

USI Suicide 
Prevention 
Submission  

Valentine’s Day Cards to TD’s 

Dublin Pride 
Parade  

Headline Steering  

USI Vision 
Document 

Student Assis-
tance Fund  
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JANUARY 
Teaching Heroes Awards Launch 
The National Forum for Teaching and 
Learning launched the Student Led 
‘Teaching Hero’ Awards in Higher 
Education. These Awards recognise 
and celebrate students’ experiences 
of great teaching throughout all 
higher education institutions.  The 
launch was accompanied by the an-
nouncement that Prof Mary McAleese 
will provide invaluable support as the 
first official Patron of the National 
Forum.  The Forum’s mission is to 
work in collaboration with all higher 
education institutions to enhance the 
quality of the learning experience for 
students. These awards provide stu-
dents with the opportunity to nomi-
nate teachers, who have demon-
strated excellence in their teaching 
and impacted their students’ lifelong 
learning.   

USI Vision for Post Bail out Ireland  

USI set out a vision for Post-Bailout Ireland in Janu-

ary. Exiting the Bailout Programme marked an im-

portant step in Ireland’s recovery. While severe 

short-term and long-term challenges remain, we 

began the conversation on the Ireland of tomorrow. 

USI envisages actions that the Government should 

take in order for Ireland to get back on its feet post

-bailout. Included in the vision statement were: 

Commit to properly fund Higher Education, take ac-

tion to address the Youth Unemployment crisis,  re-

form the political system, a living wage, budgeting 

for equality, legislate for collective bargaining in all 

industries, relieve mortgage debt on hard-pressed 

families, scrap the waste in public spending, tackle 

the cost of living by controlling rent and improving 

social housing and invest in Community Mental 

Health services. 
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Technological Universities Quality Framework Conference  
The Technological Universities Quality Framework project (TUQF), in which all 14 Institutes of Tech-
nology are participating, will contribute to the formation of the quality ethos of these new entities, as 
well as providing practical guidelines for quality, and for upholding academic standards in the recon-
figured Irish higher education landscape. The conference made a significant contribution to the TUQF 
initiative by supporting the development of a strong and collaborative Technology sector within the 
broader higher education system, which draws upon the considerable accumulated expertise and tal-
ent within the sector. 
 
The conference  provided an update on the TUQF project and addressed a number of key quality-
related themes including Learning and Teaching, the Voice of the Student, and Structures for Quality. 
A panel of external stakeholders, from a range of sectors, also discussed the quality of higher educa-
tion from the varied perspectives of industry, as well as community and professional bodies. 

TEEU USI Joint Campaign  
Budget 2014 announced that apprentices would be required to pay a pro rata student contribution 
charge. In January student apprentices were informed that the fee was changed from €833 to €1400 
and to be paid immediately. USI joined with the TEEU to campaign against the charge and was in-
vited to speak at a press conference on January 10th.  

Student Assistance Fund 
In response to ongoing demand pressures on the Student Assistance Fund causing significant student 
hardship, USI made representations for additional funds to be made available through the Higher 
Education Authority. We were successful in securing a limited amount of additional funding through 
accrued interest in the HEA Budget, and leftover monies in the Strategic Investment Development 
Fund (SIDF). 
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FEBRUARY 

Lá Mór na Gaeilge 
As many as 5,000 people took 
part in a protest outside Leinster 
House in Dublin City Centre call-
ing for increased government 
support for the Irish language. 
 
By not providing services through 
Irish, they are essentially putting 
out the message that our National 
Language has no importance. 
People across the country 
marched for the future of the 
Irish Language. Language rights 
are Human Rights. 

DCU Referendum  
Throughout the year, USI had engaged with DCU Students’ Union on an ongoing basis ahead of a re-run 
of last year’s ‘null and void’ referendum which was held. A considerable amount of effort and preparation 
went in to ensuring that this referendum was held and passed. In the end, by the slimmest of majorities, 
DCU students voted to re-join USI 13 years after their disaffiliation. 

ISSE Opens  
As many issues were identified with the 2013 pilot of the ISSE (Irish Survey of Student Engagement) 
there were many changes for the 2014 roll out. A new brand was developed by the Communications 
Working Group, an external company was awarded the tender to co-ordinate the technical side and the 
timing was changed to allow each college to pick a three week window to collect responses. Overall re-
sponse rates improved and the analysis of the data and report drafting will continue over the summer 
months. 

Protect LGBT Rights in 
Russia 

The USI, Students’ Un-

ions and student LGBTQ 

societies demonstrated 

outside the Russian Em-

bassy in Dublin on Febru-

ary 5th).  Over  50 peo-

ple travelled to show soli-

darity and fight for hu-

man rights. The demon-

stration took place two 

days before the Winter 

Olympic Games com-

menced in Sochi. Organisers of the demonstration wished Irish athletes the 

very best of luck in the Games. The demonstration  showed our solidarity with 

Russian LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer) people. 
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Seachtain na Gaeilge 
The inaugural USI Seachtain na Gaeilge took place this February. It 
was launched in Club Conradh na Gaeilge with an Irish version of ‘Take 
Me Out’ taking place involving Cumann Gaelacha from DCU, DIT, TCD 
and Maynooth. Over the fortnight Céílithe, Irish Classes and other 
events as Gaeilge took place in institutions across the country. 

SHAG Week  
USI launched its Sexual Health Aware-
ness and Guidance (SHAG) campaign 
in February in collaboration with Think 
Contraception, Durex and MSD. The 
focus of the campaign is to promote 
positive attitudes towards sex and raise 
awareness to all aspects of sexual 
health.  
45,000 ‘SHAG Packs’ were distributed 
to students across Ireland. Each SHAG 
Pack contained a condom, sachet of 
lubricant and information about STI, 
contraception choices and general sex-
ual health information. 
The Sexual Health Education Road-
show visited NCI, GMIT, IT Carlow and 
DKIT. The roadshow was supported by 
Think Contraception, Irish Family Plan-
ning Association, Dublin Aids Alliance, 

HSE’s Crisis Pregnancy Programme, Cura, Here2help, AidsWest, 
Cope Galway, and the Rape Crisis Network Ireland.  

Valentine’s Cards to TDs 
USI sent Valentine's Day cards to all TDs on the 14th of Feb-
ruary highlighting the need for marriage equality in Ireland. 
We wished them a Happy Valentine's Day and asked them 
to support Marriage Equality in 2015. The message on the 
card read: “Love is love. We hope you will support USI’s call 
for marriage equality in early 2015”. 

Student Sport Ireland Committee 
USI expanded its relationship with Student Sport Ireland (SSI) 
and  secured a seat for USI VP Welfare on the Health, Wellbe-
ing and Physical Activity committee.  

Neknominations  
As the online trend of Neknominations expanded on social media, 
USI launched #BreakTheChain as it had been described as the 
modern day chain letter. It was important to have the message 
online where the trend started to reach as many people as possible. 
Our campaign trended on social media within an hour and was 
widely shared online and through traditional media outlets. 
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MARCH 
IT Tralee Referendum  
Due to the procedure laid out in their 
constitution IT Tralee Students’ Union 
had to run a referendum on their mem-
bership to USI. It had been four years 
since they previously held a referendum 
and so the date was set for the 20th of 
March for students’ to decided whether 
or not they wished to remain affiliated. 
 
There was a strong referendum cam-
paign held on both the North and South 
campuses in the week leading up to the 
referendum. The strong campaign and 

support resulted in a resounding yes result with 95% of 
students’ voting in favour to remain affiliated to USI. 

ESC 27 Brussels 
The 27th ESC took place in Brussels, Belgium and the agenda included Graduate Employability and the 
voice of students in EU decision making. The VP for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance led a delega-
tion including officers from IADTSU, CITSU and DITSU. The delegates looked at how the EU Parliament 
and Commission operate and prepared the ESU European election campaign Vote for Education. A memo-
rial ceremony was also held to recognise those who lost their lives during the recent violence in the 
Ukraine. 

Gender Conference 2014  
The #GENCON14 event was the first of its kind and was supported by the National Women’s Council’s Y-
Factor Project. The event was free of charge and took place on Friday February 28th until Saturday, March 
1st. It featured modules on hetero-normativity, pro-choice activism, Transgender rights and health. It took 
place in NUIG and there were in excess of 70 people in attendance.  

Mental Health Strategy 
Following a mandate at USI Congress 2013, the USI Mental Health Strategy was updated and passed 
unanimously at USI Congress 2014. Member Students’ Union Welfare Officers and many mental health 
organisations supported the development of the strategy.   
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Everyone Loves Nurses Campaign  
In September 2013 USI undertook a mo-
tion to better represent student nurses 
and midwives. The issues affecting stu-
dents included wages and working condi-
tions while on placement on ward or 
graduate recruitment jobs. USI worked 
with the Irish Nurses and Midwives Or-
ganisation (INMO), NUIG Students’ Union 
& Student Unions’ nationwide. The cam-
paign launched on February 6th outside 
Dáil Eireann. Over fifty volunteers took 
part  and USI  liaised with several stake-
holders before it started. Social media was 
the driving force behind recruiting stu-
dents to attend the March 6th demonstra-
tion outside the HSE. Overall the final 
demonstration had 700 people attending, 
5,000 campaign badges distributed in total 

TU Seminar  
With the impending mergers between many Institutes of Technology across the country it was decided 
that we should take a proactive approach to preparing for such mergers. The first step in this process was 
to establish a Technological University Seminar which was to take place at National Council. The first of 
these was held in IT Tralee. The purpose of the seminars was to identify concerns and worries of National 
Council members regarding such mergers and to begin working toward resolutions. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge Náisiúnta 
The annual Seachtain na Gaeilge festivi-
ties kicked off in Killarney this year. The 
festival lasted over two weeks in the lead 
up to St. Patrick’s Day. Events during the 
festival included music sessions, speed-
dating, and street céilís. Over 150,000 
people took part including thousands of 
children from schools and youth clubs in 
Ireland. Every Cumann Gaelacha partici-
pated in the festivities also, by hosting dif-
ferent events across the country to re-

Rith 2014 
Rith 2014 is a 1,000 km run throughout Ireland to celebrate the Irish language. Rith is a relay race organ-
ised in support of the Irish language. It was held for the first time in 2010 and coincided with Seachtain na 
Gaeilge. The third bi-annual Rith took place this year, and started in Baile Bhúirne, and finished in Belfast. 
The aim of Rith 2014 was to raise money to create a fund for the promotion of the Irish language in the 
community.  

and positive media exposure for the campaign in the lead up 
to the Labour Relations Court meeting April 2nd.  
 

introduce young people to the Irish Language.  

Future Focus 
This year USI  organised the first ever national ‘Future Focus’ campaign on employability and entrepre-
neurship, in partnership with HAYS Recruitment and Enterprise Ireland. This consisted of an employability 
roadshow which involved stalls and workshops on CV tips, interview techniques and social media, which 
was rolled out on campuses across the country. Additionally a graduate jobs microsite with HAYS offers 
employability tips to students, advice on workers’ rights, and a graduate jobs platform was created. 
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MARCH 
 
54th USI Congress  
The 54th USI Congress took place from March 31st until April 3rd at the Sheraton Hotel, Athlone, Co. 
Westmeath. Over  250 delegates took part. At this year’s Congress delegates passed policies, debated 
motions and developed strategies for the year ahead. New policy across a whole range of campaigns was 
passed and some historic collaborations and commercial developments were announced.  
 
The two key initial commercial projects launched at this year’s Congress, were StudentShop.ie, a low-cost 

computer store as part of a joint venture with Green IT, and the introduction to the Irish market of the 

largest student discount scheme in the world, the NUS Extra Card.  

A Five-Year Financial Plan for USI was put in place in consultation with Finance Committee following a 

mandate from last year’s Congress, and was approved at Congress 2014. It includes projections for the 

income diversification strategy, changes in our system of budgeting, and also a commitment to the crea-

tion of a reserves policy/ sinking fund.  

For the first time as Minister for Education and Skills, Mr Ruairí Quinn addressed USI Congress 2014 on a 

wide range of Higher Education topics and an interesting Q and A session ensued following his address.  

Announced at Congress 2014 was the historic USI-SIPTU Agreement– this formalises the relationship be-
tween the two Unions, providing for campaigning and collaboration on shared issues, and several mem-
bership benefits for students, particularly those in part-time employment. As part of this, a joint Standing 
Committee has now been established. As part of the USI- SIPTU Agreement, the Nevin Economic Re-
search Institute (NERI) were tasked with carrying out policy research to set out the inherent benefits to 
our economy and society of investment in Higher Education, and to make the case for education as a 
public good. Throughout the year, the President worked with Tom Healy, the Director of NERI, exten-
sively on this project. It sets out a roadmap in line with economic recovery and increased investment in 
Higher Education towards a fully free, publicly-funded model. This paper was approved by Congress 
2014, and is now USI policy.  
 
The New Officer Board was elected at Congress 2014. USI Officer Board 2014/15 positions are as follows; 
 

USI President Laura Harmon 
USI VP Campaigns Glenn Fitzpatrick 
USI VP for Welfare Greg O’ Donoghue 
USI VP Equality and Citizenship Annie Hoey 
USI VP BMW (Border, Midlands and Western Region) Conor Stitt 
USI VP Southern Region Martin Lynch 
Leas Uachtarán Gaeilge/USI VP for Irish Language Feidhlim Seoighe 
Nominations re-opened for USI VP Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance. At May National Council, 
Kevin Donoghue (current USI VP BMW Region) was elected as the incoming USI VP Academic Af-
fairs and Quality Assurance. 

 
The New Officer Board will take office on the 1st of July 2014. 
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APRIL 

66th ESU Board Meeting and ESU Cosmice 
The 66th Board Meeting in Vienna was preceded by the Cosmice Seminar in Bratislava. Three members 
of Officer Board attended the Cosmice seminar and the 66th ESU Board meeting. We are proud to an-
nounce that our USI VP Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance, Cat O’Driscoll, elected to ESU Executive 
Committee. In addition to that the USI Resolutions on Zero Hour Contracts and Tax Avoidance were 
adopted. Furthermore an extensive look was taken at the Bologna Governance Paper which was devel-
oped in great detail by attending representatives and adopted. USI also worked in close proximity to 
other attending countries in the form of NARC (Non Aligned Random Countries) and we are delighted to 
report that our collaborations flourished.  

Student Summit 2014 

The main aim of the Student Summit 

was to create a sense of community 

amongst young student entrepreneurs 

in Ireland. A place where they can come 

and learn about how to start their trade 

and take advice from successful people. 

USI collaborated with DIT Students’ Un-

ion on the running of the USI Student 

Summit 2014. The event took place on 

April 8th in Dublin Castle at the Print-

Works Conference Centre. The event 

was supported by Enterprise Ireland, 

Hays Recruitment, Carr Communications 

and Linkedin. Speakers of the event in-

cluded: Niall Harbison (Founder of Sim-

ply Zesty), Jane McDaid (Managing Di-

rector of Thinkhouse), Sharon McCooey 

(Director of Linkedln Ireland) plus many 

Lá Dearg Beal Féiriste  
Following on from Lá Mór na Gaeilge in Dublin, 
another march was organised to ensure lan-
guage rights in Northern Ireland. Over 10,000 
people took to the streets of Belfast City Centre 
in support of Language Rights being placed on 
a statutory footing. 

other successful and innovative businesses. There was a strong 

start-up focus at the Student Summit 2014 with a wide range of 

young start-ups coming to tell their stories. Some included Fone 

Sense, Popdeem, Buzzoo, OPSH and Hot House.  

 

Rally for Equal Marriage 
 On the 28th of April the USI VP for Equality 
and Citizenship attended NUS-USI’s rally for 
equal marriage outside Belfast City Hall on the 
eve before MLAs voted on the issue. Unfortu-
nately, the vote was defeated with 51 voting 
NO and 43 voting Yes. 
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#4mentalhealth Campaign 
USI and Mental Health Reform teamed up to 
lead a campaign in advance of the local elec-
tions to ask voters to help make mental health 
a priority. 4MentalHealth was a 4 week cam-
paign; with 4 key actions local candidates can 
take, if elected, to improve people’s mental 
health and well-being. Voters contacted their 
local election candidates via email or tweeter 
and all information on the campaign was held 
on the mental health reforms website.  
 

Student Achievement Awards Ireland (SAAI)  
The SAAI 2014 was held in George’s Hall, Dublin Castle on April 17th to recognise the achievements of 
third-level students in Ireland and was hosted by Irish comedian Fred Cooke. SAAI 2014 promoted the 
remarkable contributions of students across campuses, their dedication to volunteering and campaigning, 
and recognised the creative skills of individual students. 
 
President Michael D Higgins presented his Ethics Award and the award for Outstanding Contribution to 
Student Life. The SAAI’s had a total of 25 Awards including the President’s Ethics Award and a new cate-
gory, the USI President’s Award. The Award categories included student campaigns, activism, online/
print media, volunteering and community engagement. For those working in student media outlets, the 
SAAI offers them the chance to be recognised by industry leaders. Education Editor of The Irish Inde-
pendent Katherine Donnelly judged the Journalist of the Year and Features Editor of The Irish Times, 
Conor Goodman judged Publication of the Year. Youth website, SpunOut.ie judged the Community 
Awareness Award and Conor McCabe Photography judged Photographer of the Year. Community volun-
teering and campaigns to promote student well-being was also be recognised at SAAI 2014. Hugh O’ 
Reilly (The Wheel) judged Charity Event of the Year and Volunteer Ireland judged the Volunteer of the 
Year category. 
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MAY  
‘Promote The Vote’ Campaign 
USI partnered with the National 
Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI) and 
SpunOut.ie to launch ‘Promote The 
Vote’, a collaborative campaign fo-
cused on issues of significance to 
young people in the run-up to the 
Local and European Elections. An EU 
Parliament Candidate Hustings Event 
was organised in each of the three 
EP constituencies, in Galway for the 
Midlands-North West (NUIG, April 
23rd), Cork for the South (UCC, April 
30th), and Dublin (TCD, May 20th). 
 
A SERD video and online campaign 
encouraging students to register to 
vote was a part of the campaign, as 
well as a number of photo stunts 

which attracted significant media coverage. SERD was used to com-
municate the responses of each candidate running for the European 
Parliament to a questionnaire asking them to outline their positions on 
various important youth issues, to students right across the country. 

Exam Campaign 
The Annual USI Exam Prep campaign was rolled out as exam time came 
around this Summer. USI has a dedicated webpage for exam prepara-
tions www.usi.ie/exams, it is a go to resource page for students studying 
and about to sit exams. The page has tips, advice and a downloadable 
study planner to help students during the exam period. As part of the 
campaign USI shared Exam Prep videos covering Exam Stress, Study 
buddies and Group Sessions on social media for the duration of the cam-
paign.    

Value of Education 
USI held a planning meeting for the USI Value of Education campaign in USI HQ on the 12th of Decem-
ber 2013. We subsequently passed policy on this campaign at National Council. USI developed a presen-
tation, 'Higher Education: Public Good or Private Commodity?', which was delivered to all Parliamentary 
Parties in Dáil Eireann during the months of May and June. USI have engaged with key stakeholders, 
including a presentation to the Higher Education Authority board meeting, an online infographic and  
continue to build alliances with trade unions and teachers' unions.  

Headline Steering Group 
USI has secured a seat on Headline Steering Group (www.headline.ie).  Headline has been set up by the 
HSE's National Office for Suicide Prevention as part of Reach Out National Strategy for Action on Suicide 
Prevention.  Headline is Ireland's national media monitoring programme, working to promote responsi-
ble and accurate coverage of mental health and suicide related issues within the Irish media. Headline 
aims to highlight mental health issues and address the stigma attached to emotional distress, suicidal 
behaviour and mental illness through the promotion of responsible media coverage. 
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Green Ribbon Support 
USI supported See Change’s Green Ribbon campaign at our May National Council and on social media. 
The campaign’s  focus was “Let's get Ireland talking about mental health” . 

Launch of gaeilge.usi.ie 
A new website, to support the Irish Lan-
guage Campaign of USI, was launched in 
May. This website,  was entirely designed 
in house, using open source and free 
web tools. 
 
The Vice President Gaeilge will update 
this website with both Irish Language 
content based on the Work of the Or-
ganisation, and the Irish Language Cam-
paign. The website also has the capacity 
to collect data and for students to regis-
ter for a variety of events. 

Flying the Coop 
USI supported Youth Work Ireland (Roscommon/Galway 
NE) to produce ‘Flying the Coop’ which is a booklet that 
provides Leaving Cert students with the information they 
need for moving out of home and going to college. This 
year USI assisted in redeveloping it and provided YWI with 
‘USI useful tips’ in a number of the sections.  

Accommodation Advice  
Moving out of student accommodation for the summer can be a 
stressful time for students. Due to this, USI developed usi.ie/
accommodationadvice/. This section of the USI website aimed to help 
students and to give advice and information on moving out, getting a 
deposit back, property tax, signing contracts and useful contacts.  



USI ANNUAL REPORT 2013/2014 

JUNE 

Irish Lobby of the Oireachtas  
On The 11th of June, representatives of 
USI and other interest groups met in 
Buswells Hotel with Teachtaí Dála, and 
Senators, to discuss issues surrounding 
the Irish Language. The main demands 
of the lobby was that the Official Lan-
guages Act is not weakened, that equa-
bility be provide for the Irish Language in 
the Budget, and the Derogation of the 
Irish Language in The European Parlia-
ment ends. 
 

Lobby of the Oireachtas on Social Issues  
The Lobby of the Oireachtas on Social Issues 
took place on Wednesday, the 19th of June. 
Officers from around the country lobbied TDs 
and Senators on marriage equality, mental 
health, student accommodation, reproductive 
health, Transgender rights, employment 
equality, voter registration procedure reform 
and Irish language rights.  

Dublin Pride 
USI will attend Dublin Pride 2014 Parade on June 28th. We will march proudly in the parade be-
hind the USI Banner with member students.  

Thank You For your support this YEAR, 
Ní neart cur le chéile 

USI OFFICERBOARD 2013-14  

Submission to NOSP 
The National Office for Suicide Prevention called for submission as part of the development of a new 
National Framework for Suicide Prevention for Ireland. USI compiled a submission consisting of a 
number of recommendations for the NOSP.  
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Apprenticeship Engagement in Northern Ireland 
NUS USI  want to build a bigger movement that is inclusive to all learners. NUS-USI held several apprentice 
events at FE colleges around Northern Ireland in 2013-14. The main issues raised regarding apprenticeships 
were pay, careers advice qualifications, qualification recognition and access to apprenticeships. In April 2014 
NUS-USI submitted a consultation response to DEL based on  findings from the events which will help shape 
the future of Apprenticeships in NI. Furthermore at NUS-USI Conference in April delegates passed a landmark 
motion to create a National Society of Apprenticeships in Northern Ireland. 
  

Pound in your Pocket 
NUS-USI addressed the issue of student finance by campaign-
ing for the Pound in Your Pocket. Students  face the issue of 
finance on a daily basis. The survey was launched in December 
2013 and a total of 3245 valid responses were received. Follow-
ing the launch of the preliminary findings at NUS-USI confer-
ence in April, Stephen Farry, Department for Employment and 
Learning Minister announced that there will be a full review into 
student finance in Northern Ireland. 

FEstival 
NUS-USI’s second FEstival event took place on 5-6 November with over fifty FE student officers gathered to-
gether at the Ulster Folk and Transport Museum. Student officers from every FE college in Northern Ireland 
attended, as well as students from CAFRE. FEstival was jammed packed with sessions  to enable officers to 
gain skills and knowledge in all aspects of their roles.  

Lough-In 2013 
On 19-20th of August returning and newly 
elected SU officers descended upon New-
castle, Co. Down for NUS-USI Summer 
training event, Lough-In.  Officers from 
Queen’s University Belfast, University of 
Ulster, Stranmillis University College and 
St Mary’s University College united to be-
gin a comprehensive training programme 
to equip them for the year ahead.  
The closing session of the event saw Toni 
Pearce (NUS President) and Joe O’Connor 
(USI President) along with Rebecca Hall 
(NUS-USI President) in discussion with our 
membership on how they can get involved 
in national campaigns during the year. 

National Voter Registration Day 
 NUS-USI and Bite The Ballot took part in the biggest day of action to reverse the decline in the number of 
young people voting at elections. National Voter Registration Day was introduced on the 5th of February, 
the anniversary of the 1832 Reform Act, when voter registration was first introduced. Universities and Col-
leges across Northern hosted a number of voter registration rallies and events. Almost 500 students regis-
tered to vote across Northern Ireland on this day.  
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More Talk, More Ac-
tion 

The USI Student  
Summit 

Promote the  
Vote 

ESC 27 Brussels 

SERD 
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TOGETHER we’re STRONGER 

 NÍ NEART GO CUR LE CHÉILE 


