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USI Policy is passed at USI Congress each year. Policy has a life of three years at which time it
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have a life of five years and will be available for extension for a further three years at Congress
2016.

Whilst we are engaged in a process of standardisation, policies with novel formatting are
preserved with that formatting in order to retain ¢hintegrity of the policy as considered at
Congress.
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The USI Policy Manual ZBdetails all motions pssed at USCongress.

USI policy hasthree-year life span before it lapses.
ACADEMIC AFFAIRS & QUALITY ASSURANCE

17 NC/AA Okarly Education and Carers Campaign

NATIONAL COUNCIL EST

Early years workers and providers are dedicated and passi@iatut delivering a quality

service that focuses on the needs of children and realising their full potential. Workers are paid
too little and are struggling to make ends meet. The cost of Early Years services in Ireland are

among the highest in Europe, an @SN} 3S 2F 2@3SNJ etpn LISNJ OKAf R LISN.

years educators are earning less than the living wage.

NATIONAL COUNCIL IMFDS:
¢CKS W. A3 {GFNIQ OFYLIAIYy €SR o0& {Lt¢! FyR GKS
groups orthe issue.

NATIONAL COUNCIL ROWLEDGES:

A lack of State investment where Ireland spends only 25% of the European average investment
in early years services. Lack of empirical evidence to show that early education and carers
students and graduates ateoking for recognition of the sector and a living wage and if other
issues exist.

NATIONAL COUNCIL \DANES:
The USI Vice President for Campaigns and USI Officer Board to work with the relevant trade
unions, and other organisations, to assess the isthatsmay exist and to further mobilise
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students on a campaign on the issues of: pay, work, and recognition of the sector.

NATIONAL COUNCILAMANDATES:
The USI Vice President for Campaigns and USI Officer Board to ensure that disputes,
negotiatiors and political lobbying is inclusive of the student perspective.

17 AAl Refugee Access to Education

CONGRESS NOTES:
That there is a refugee crisis occurring globally, with refuges seeking residency particularly in
countries within the European Union

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That many of these refugees are seeking Third Level Education in Ireland.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That to seek financial support through SUSI to attend College one must be a resident in Ireland
for 3 out of 5 years.

CONGRESS HMES
That Education is crucial in integration to the communities and the development of the
individual.

CONGRESS FURTHERBES
That it is unjust that refugees have this barrier put before them, in preventing them from
accessing financial support frorhdlrish Government.

CONGRESS MANDATES

The VP for Equality and Citizenship and VP AA to campaign and lobby the department of
Education and Skills and the Minister for Education to change legislation for grant access to
apply to cases of refugees.

17 AA2 Fees Sanctions

CONGRESS NOTES:

That many students are unable to pay their fees by the deadline put in place by each Third Level
Institute.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That there is no best practice guidelines in place to deal with the issue of late fee ipagine
students.
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CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That in an attempt to encourage to students to pay their fees, they can be locked out of online
resources including moodle and emails.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That this is resulting in students becoming very distesl, as the sanctions put in place are
having a direct negative impact on each of the students academics, as students are unable to
access upload continues assessments or sit online exams.

CONGRESS MANDATES
The President to lobby the HEA to set up a &aloip to examine best practice guidelines in
relation to sanctions for late fee payment.

17 AA3 Borrowing model of IOTs

CONGRESS NOTES

There is a huge crisis in relation to the current financial state of many IOTs across the country.
IOTs are not allowetb borrow money in the such ways Universities can. According to recent
reports in the media, currently there are six Institutes of Technology in a vulnerable state.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

This causes huge issues for I0Ts regarding progress and helpthgtwe their status the same
way Universities can. This can also come into effect as IOTs cannot borrow money to help with
the accommodation crisis, and they cannot borrow money to build.

CONGRESS THEREFGYNDKTES
The USI President as a member of thé\HBard to highlight with the HEA and lobby the
government for IOTs to access additional funding the same way Universities can access it.

17 AA4 Student Participation in Governance

CONGRESS:
Repeals 15 AAQA 8 and 14 AAQA 6

CONGRESS NOTES:
That studentparticipation in the academic governance of their institution is integral to ensuring
that the perspective of the learner is embedded and reflected in decisiaking.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

Tertiarylevel education is becoming increasingly marketised @rdpetition-driven, with HEI
Management engaged in strategic work around recruitment, marketing, and

internationalisation. Students are increasingly denied a role in academic governance, creating a
democratic deficit in our institutions.
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CONGRESS BELIHWHWAS:
Students and student representatives are partners in their education, and should have a key role
to play in governance throughout structures in their institutions.

Congress recognises:
- The experiences of MOs in student participation and institdlalemocracy is varied.
- The work to date with NStEP on institutional analysis and academic representation.

- The work to date with the National Forum for the Enhancement of Teaching and
Learning on partnership.

CONGRESSANDATETSHE PRESIDENT ANP YFACADEMIC AFFAIRS:
- To carry out diagnostic work with MOs to get a broader picture of institutional
democracy and student representation in governance structures.

- To create resources around best practice examples of democratisation and
decentralisatiorof institutional governance structures.

- To work with individual MOs, as appropriate, to support efforts to improve student
participation in academic governance.

17 AAS5 National Student Charter

CONGRESS NOTES
That there is currently no national StudeBharter.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That in institutions that have a Student Charter, it forms the backbone of the relationship the
d0dzRSyGaQ dzyAz2y KIFa gAGK GKSANI AyadAaddziazy | yR

CONGRESS APPLAUDS

The work USI did in relation to students engagat and students as partners in higher
education institutions, and believes that a National Student Charter is the next logical step for
the work on student engagement to take.

CONGRESS MANDATES
The USI President to lobby the Minister for EducationtaedHEA to form &ommitteewith
the aim of developing a National Student Charter.
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17 AA6 Class Rep Best Practice

CONGRESS NOTES:
/ £l aa NBLA | NB GKS ol é1ozys 2F | {GdzﬁSyGéQ
institutional activities.

CONRESS FURTHER NOTES:
The role of Class Rep , their elections and their implementation operates differently in each
individual Member Organisation.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

The VP Academic Affairs to coordinate a piece of research that establishes best praotise a
all third level HEIs in terms of electing, training and empowering Class Reps to perform their
roles on a local level, bearing in mind the challenges posed by institution type and size.

17 AA7 Class Rep Accreditation
REFERRED BACK TO NEXT AA \G@RAWPIS NOT ADOPTED AS POLICY BY
CONGRESS

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
Class Representatives form the backbone of SU and institutional activities in terms of providing a
representative student voice within an institution.

CONGRESS NOTES:
The role of class repsentatives is increasingly being recognised by the HEA and QQI, through
national initiatives such as the National Student Engagement Programme (NStEP).

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
Class Representatives involvement is crucial to the success of such programme

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

Student time is becoming increasingly scarce due to the nature of semesterisation, and that
therefore it is not always possible for them to fully and actively engage with programmes such
as the NStEP, and the other functions assteci with the role of a class representative.

CONGRESS THEREFOYNDMTES:

The USI VP Academic Affairs to work with the HEA and QQI to look into the feasibility of rolling
out accreditation for the position of class representative, similarly to how stahaeodules are
accredited.
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17 AA8 Multi-campus support

CONGRESS NOTES
There are many colleges with mut@mpuses. Multiple campuses are important in delivering
education to regional communities.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That in setting up muktampuseshere was additional funding provided. That funding has since
stopped, giving no help to colleges to support the running of the many satailte campuses. This
has resulted many colleges facing satellite campus closures, and high financial difficulty.

CONGRESHEREFORE MANDATES

USI President and VP AA to put pressure on TDs and the HEA to support the fact that multi

OF YLIJzaQ YySSR Y2NB &adzlIR2 NI G2 adadlrAy | O2YF2NII ¢
of these vital campuses.

17 AA10 Shared Feedbek Standards

CONGRESS NOTES:
Current assessment and feedback structures vary across all institutions. This results in highly
varied teaching standards. Students are suffering as a result.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES:

The National Forum for the Enhancement of dléag and Learning have chosen "Assessment
Of/For/As Learning " as their most recent enhancement theme. It places a special focus on
assessment in Irish higher education.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
ISSE data collected since its initiation, which indicakex first year students experience a low
level of interaction with lecturing staff.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

VP AA to engage with the Department of Education, QQI and HEA to introduce shared standards
for feedback on assessed work across all third level intigtits that improves the students'
experience and develops quality of assessment across the country.

17 AA11 Motion on residency criteria for returning emigrants
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CONGRESS NOTES

That students who have not lived in Ireland or another EU member statedbth@ last 5 years
do not qualify for EU tuition fee levels or the student maintenance grant, regardless of their
nationality and/or citizenship.

CONGRESS REGRETS

That this policy has particularly affected the many young people who emigrated fromdrelan
during the economic crisis. Those who wish to return to Ireland to pursue higher education at
both undergraduate and postgraduate level face significantly higherHidriee levels as a result
of their residency in a nekRU state. In practice, this senas an incentive to defer or reconsider
repatriation.

CONGRESS ALSO RE®&RET

CKFEG F2NJ I Kdz3S ydzYoSNI 2F SYAIANrydaszs SYAIANI GA2Y
thousands of people have emigrated from Ireland over the past 10 years and manpwf aith

so under the obligation of a scarcity of opportunity.

CONGRESS ACCORDINSEERTS

That it is unjust to penalise those Irish citizens who were forced by external circumstances to
seek opportunities abroad. Moreover, the current policy is inconstssdth government

strategy to incentivise the repatriation of those same emigrants.

CONGRESS BELIEVES
That returning emigrants should be subject to less strict conditions of residency in order to
quality for EU fee levels and student supports

CONGRESSHREFORE MANDATES
Officer board to liaise with the Department of Education and the Higher Education Authority to
pursue the implementation of less strict conditions of residency for these people.

16 AAQA BTEA Reform Paper

Congress Adopts
The proposed &ck to Education Allowance reform paper (Available on USI Website)

16 AAQA Academic Calendar Committee

Congress recognises
That academic calendar arrangements, particularly in Institutes of Technology have been
identified by previous meetings of Congsess problematic in many cases.
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Congress also recognises

The lack of established consensus as to what constitiitest practicé in terms of issuesuch
as the position of exams, revised timelines for appeal, etc. This makes it diffiputtdeed with
existing mandates.

Congress therefore mandates

The VPAAQA to establish atthoc Academic Calendar committide meet during at leaghree
meetings of National Council. This group shall work to fulfil Congress policy relatiogdemic
calendar arrangens.

Congress also mandates
The VP AAQA to report to National Council on an ongoing basis as to th@grmgressand
to submit a report on behalf of the group to the next annual meeting of USI Congress.

16 AAQA Motion to call for a state agencysopport student

partnership

Congress Affirms
That student partnership is an effective, studemntricmodel for student engagement.

Congress Notes

The success of student partnership as a model for student engagement in internatonekts,
including lut not limited to Scotland, Wales, and England. For each, some fopuobd€ly
fundedagency for the thirdevelsector has been established to support studengagement in
the quality of the learning experience.

Congress Also Notes

Significant recent élvelopments in Ireland in relation to student partnershipgluding but not
limited to the outcomes of the HEA working group on student engagemern® d¢sklopment
with the HEA and QQI of a training scheme for class and samrekentatives, and ingtitional
engagement with Student Participation in Quality Scotlé®pargs).

Congress calls for

The establishment of a publidyndedagency, congruent with the Spargs (Scottish) maael,
support the thirdlevelsector in enhancing student partnershipthe quality of theidearning
experience.

Congress repeals
Policy 12 AAQA 2

Congress adopts
The proposed USI Student Partnership Statement.
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16 AAQA NonEU fee regulation

Congress Acknowledges

That a large number of thifgvelinstitutions have respatied to a contraction in statfunding
by endeavouring to attract students afonEUY fee status. These students do ropalify for the
HEAdfree feeg scheme and, as such, pay a much higher fee to attend hagheration in
Ireland.

Congress Regrets

That hese students are, in effect, regardedd@ash cowsby institutions, which in mangases
fail to distribute the appropriate resources to support services and studagdanisations to
cater their activities towards a more diverse student population.

Congess Also Regrets

That these students do not enjoy a significant degree ofdeelcertainty, such is the wordf
institutions to increase fee levels on an almost annual basis. As well as represerisageanf
esteem, many noEUstudents from countrie prioritised for recruitment take larggommercial
loans to fund their education in Ireland. These students are particularly affbgtetianges in
fee level as they will have been required before starting college to budget sig years in
advance (irthe case of longer courses).

Congress Asserts
That nonEUstudents deserve, at an absolute minimum, full certainty as to theipfaigations
for the entire course of their degree.

Congress mandates
That USI, as an organisation, is opposed to the ctrrational policy of unregulatedon-EU
fees.

Congress also mandates

The VP Equality & Citizenship and the VP AAQA to research the effects of unregoiteld
fees on the norEUstudent population and to present a report on the issuéNttional Council
before the end of 2016.

Congresgurther mandates
The President to present the findings of the research to the Higher Education Authority.

16 AAQA Easualisation of labour amongst Postgraduate research

students

CONGRESS COMMENDS
The work of Third Lev&V/orkplace Watch in highlighting the precarious conditions and
casualisation of labour within higher level education sector.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
The Trinity News Investigation (Thursday, Jar) #8at highlighted that posgraduate research
students ae being cajoled into taking on more teaching duties without compensation.
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CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
The detrimental effect this has on the abilities of these students to properly pursue their
research and the impact this occurrence places upon their merdgfbaing.

CONGRESS MANDATES
The VP AAQA to investigate the extent to which this occurs across the third level sector and to
report the findings to National Council.

16 AAQA @Postgraduate Masters in Education supports

CONGRESS NOTES

Structural changes tBME (Postgraduate Masters in Education) courses in 2014. Lengthening
the time of study to two years rather than one year has affected students studying the course.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That PME students do not get paid on placement, and there is ndisant financial supports
available for PME students during the course of their studies. Particularly since the postgraduate
maintenance grant was abolished.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:

That PME students work long hours on placement, while also attending ctaleigees and

creating teaching plans. Part time employment leaves the students stressed financially as they
attempt to cover cost of travel, rent and living expenses.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The VP Campaigns to lobby the Minister for Education and Skills.

16 AAQA RRelease of repeat exam results before the academic

year starts

Congress Notes
that the release of repeat exam results 2 to 3 weeks into the academic year is causing Mental
Health issues along with students dropping out

Congress Condemns
the late release of repeat exam results in the academic year as it causes student to drop out,
and also increases the risk of bad mental health in students

Congress Believes
that if the result where out before the academic year starts this would improve reteméites
and would also decrease the amount of stress that student would be suffering from.

Congress Mandates
the VP Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance to lobby the minister for Education and the TUI
to get repeat results before the academic year sart
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2015 Emergency Motions
15 EM AAQA 1 NCAD

Congress extends:

Profound feelings of solidarity to the students currently engaged in protest in NCAD.
Congress welcomes:

The activism of NCAD students to fight against the financialisation of their education.
Congress reiterates:

Its belief in an education system that is meaningful, accessible and publicly funded.
Congress mandates the USI President and the USI VP Campaigns officer:

To give support to these NCAD students in their campaign.

15SEMAAQA2 ST.AND9[ ! Q{ 59+9[hta9b¢

Congress notes with grave concern:

The recent developments in relation to the proposed incorporation of St. AQ@gata NUI
Galway.

Congress further notes:

The action taken by staff unions and the concerns they have raised agaimsatiagement of
both institutions.

Congress acknowledges:

That students have not been sufficiently engaged with in relation to the proposed incorporation
and there is a need for absolute clarity of the implications of the incorporation for students.

Congresgherefore mandates:

The USI President to engage with the HEA and the Minister of Education and Skills to voice
concerns regarding the incorporation from the perspective of students and to report back to the
next National Council.

15AAQA 1 Academic Teaudp Staff Annual Leave and the
Examination and Examination Appeals Process.

Congress recognises

That the current academic teaching staff annual leave agreement has significant repercussions
for the examination and examination appeals process and thatthermore that the current
situation in some institutions where students who appeal their summer examination results
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will not receive the outcome of this appeal until after the Autumn examinations take place is
grossly unfair to students and almost defeatise purpose of appealing an examination result.

Congress further recognises

That this agreement has led, in several institutions, to Christmas examinations being
scheduled before as well as after the festive period in turn delaying the examination results
and appeals process, as well as many academics in third level institutions being on annual
leave during the summer from the 20June to ¥ September similarly delaying the
examination results and appeals process.

Congress believes

That this current syem in regards to academic teaching staff annual leave affects the
academic quality of service delivered to students in terms of students having to wait for up to
four months to receive the outcome of an examination result appeal and in many cases having
no other choice than to sit Autumn exams in failed modules to secure their chances of
progressing to the next year of study or in order to be conferred at the next available sitting.

Congress further believes

The adjustment of bringing forward the start ahe academic calendar by one week will

alleviate the pressures on the examination correction period and the processing of appeals

YR GKIFIG GKS OdaNNByld fSy3dK 2F fSOGdNAY3I adl FFacC
compared to other members of the publi@ SO 2 NDa K2f ARIFe SydAdtSYSydao

Congress therefore mandates
The Vice President for Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance and the President to negotiate
with the relevant bodies to adjust the academic teaching staffs working calendar.

15 AAQA 2 Investmemt Education

Congress notes
The Brazilian method for corporate investment in education, i.e. 1.5% of corporate profits are
re-invested into research and development.

Congress further notes
That this decision was reached collaboratively between Governmédnitsiness and
universities and has produced beneficial results.

Congress Mandates
All members of Officer Board to lobby for a similar system for investment in third level in
Ireland.
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15 AAQA 4 Students outside the grant threshold: Carried

Congress not
The valuable work undertaken by USI and MOs in relation to preserving the student grant and
fighting for its retention

Congress further notes:

The importance of the student grant in allowing students from challenging sesionomic
backgrounds to attendahird level education in Ireland, but also must acknowledge the
difficulty for students and families who are not in receipt of the grant or any other financial
bursaries from the state.

Congress therefore mandates:

The VP AAQA to undertake campaigns amctegies to increase awareness about the

financial difficulties facing students not in receipt of the grant, and to campaign for the means
testing of the grant to take place after tax has been deducted from the gross household
income.

15 AAQAS Universafee payment dates

Congress notes
That there are a number of different ways in which students are expected to pay their Student
Contribution Charge, depending on the institution.

Congress Further Notes
This may create confusion among students. Furtherm@ome systems are more sympathetic
to students than others.

Congress Mandates

+t 1lv! FyR £t 28t FINB (2 62N] 6AGK {(dRSy(aQ

universal payment dates in institutions.

Congress Further Mandates
VP AAQAand VPWEINE (12 62N] 6A0GK {(ddzRSydaQ !yAizya
universal payment method in institutions.

15AAQA 6 Irish water & the grant

Congress notes
The introduction of a household charge for water on foot of the creation of Irish Water.

Congres further notes
The revised charging system introduced through the Water Services Act 2014. This includes a

W2 | §ENJ / 2yaSNDlI GA2y DNIydQ 2F emnn 6KAOK LNRAK

Department of Social Protection, administered on behalf oktibepartment of Environment,
Community and Local Government.
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Congress is concerned that
This payment may be taken into account in Income assessments of student grants and that
this could affect applicants who are on the border of eligibility.

Congress th&fore mandates

The VicePresident for Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance to lobby the relevant authority to

asSS GKFG GKS W2 GSNJ/2yaSNBFGA2Yy DNIyaGQ Aa yz2i |
on the list of Disregarded Sources of Income.

15 AAQA 7 Teclological university supports

Congress acknowledges:
¢tKS 62N] X 6KAOK KlFa 0SSy R2yS G2 RIFIGS 6A0GK ahQa
(TU) process.

Congress also acknowledges:
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safeguarding them in the TU process.

Congress mandates:
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currently going through the TU process.

Congress also mandates:
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15 AAQA 8 Student Governance

Congress notes with concern:
The importance of participation in all levels of govaance of higher education institutions.

Congress further notes:
Some bureaucratic management practices in higher education institutions can lead to a lack of
openness and which can impede the efforts of student representatives.

Congress therefore mandates:

The President and VieBresident for Academic affairs and Quality Assurance to encourage all
HEIs to examine governance structures at all levels, and to ensure students are
represented.

15 AAQA 9 Lateral Violence

Congress notes
That the issue of lagral violence in Health Sciences, particularly nursing and midwifery is well
recognised in many countries including the USA and Australia.
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Congress further notes
That similar recognition does not exist in Ireland in spite of the detrimental effect on those
training or employed in these areas.

Congress therefore mandates

The Vice President for AAQA and Vice President for Welfare to investigate the extent of the
problem in Ireland and the subsequent consequences for those effected with a view to
informing Member Organisations on the issue.

15 AAQA 10 Crodsorder student mobility

Congress believes:
0 Currently there is very low crosborder student mobility between Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland

0 That education should be free and fairly fundethis also goes for the students who
chose to travel ovethe border for their education

0 Every student should be able to access support for travel, course costs, maintenance
support and studying crosborder should not be a barrier to support.

Congress ness:

0 In 1996/97, almost one in 10 students in the NI colleges were from the Republic
9.3%, but in 2012/13, this fell to just 5.5%.

0 The number of Rol domiciled students enrolled in NI Higher Education Institutions in
2012/13 was 2,835 and the number of Retlidents studying in FE institutions in
2012/13 was 3,324.

0 In 2012/13 only 980 students from NI travelled over the border to study in Irish
institutions.

0 Rol students in NI often have trouble accessing the right information about the SUSI
grant which is aailable to them, which can then lead to financial hardship.

Congress mandates:
0 VPAAQA to work with the NUBSI President to explore ways we can increase cfoss
border student mobility
0 VPAAQA to work with NUSSI to lobby the respective governments to pride
adequate financial support for students studying over the border

14 AAQAL USI/NERI THIRIEVEL FUNDINGLICY

Congress notes
Congress policy 11/ ED 11 mandating Officer Board to compile a single comprehensive and

researched document on the pubfieonding model proposed through various USI policies.
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Congress applauds

The securing of research support from the Nevin Economic Research Institute on areas of shared
concern, including initially the development of a puliiading policy for thirdevel a behalf of
US|, as part of the SIPTIEI Agreement.

Congress believes

This provides USI with credible, wedsearched and solutioAsased policy for which to advance
the argument in favour of our ideological position on thiegel funding.

Congress appves
The thirdlevel funding policy paper developed by NERI as USI policy.
Congress mandates

USI Officer Board to campaign and lobby extensively for the adoption of this policy as the
roadmap for the future funding of the Irish Higher Education systanough every possible
political, media and policy platform.

14 AAQAR ALTERNATIVE ADMISSIONS

Congressgegrets

The almost exclusive focus of the current thiegtel admissions routen prior academic
attainment.

Congress hieeves

ThattakingintoconSSNJ G A2y O2y G SElGdzrt RFGF Ol y SyadzNB
performance in higher education is considered.

Congresslso believes

That such consideration would broaden the seemmnomic demographic of the thidgvel
student body; the ctrent admissions system disproportionately advantages applicants from
fee-paying secondary schools.

Congressotes with approval:

That an Irish Universities Association (IUA) alternative admissions route is being piloted in Trinity
College Dublin. The alisative route shall offer 7530 students in total a place in a competitive
Level 8 degree programme in September 2014 on the basis of Leaving Certificate results,
performance relative to classmates, and a personal statement.

Congressnandates

That the USshall support initiatives to create an alternative common admissions route for all
publicly-funded thirdlevel institutions where contextual data, including but not limited to secio

economic background, is considered in addition to prior academic atehm
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Congressiso mandates

The President to lobby for state investment in retention activities to prevent disproportionate
drop out levels of those from netmaditional backgrounds.

Congresdgurther mandates

The President and the VP Academic AffaiQuality Assurance to lobby for improved
information, advice and guidance and careers information at all levels of education.

14 AAQA 3CONSULTATION ON THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE STUDENT
CONTRIBUTION CHARGE

Congress ates:

That in November 2011 USI agreeidhvihe Higher Education Authority that HEIs were obliged

G261 NRa WYSIyAy3IFdAg O2yadzZ dFiA2yQ gAGK &addzRSyia

charge.
Congressgegrets

That meaningful consultation does not occur in many institutions; mostdéBiilt
ineffectively and insincerely in forums where students have legadlydated representation
but are not the only representatives present.

Congresstierefore mandates

¢KS t NSBAARSY(G (2 62N)] 6AGK GKS 191 0H@ARPAANE
context of the distribution of the student contribution charge, and to lobby the HEA to ensure

the application of this established best practice.

14AAQAO USI PARTICIPATION IN ESU

Congress recognises:

That many policies and initiativeleveloped and agreed at European Union and European
Higher Education Area level effect the Irish Higher Education system and our students.

Congress believes

l'a | YSYOSNI 27 (i KUBiondGNEs aiSihpgrtadt ioezReSyajirg Qf
international policies and has the opportunity to inform national and local policies with
international best practice.

Congress mandates

The Officer Board members who attend eactabnual ESU Board meeting to present a report
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to the following meeting of Natiwal Council including explanations of the policies proposed and
voted on by USI.

Congress also mandates:

The Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurancediaicate a delegation,
selected from National Council participants, to attend ebchnnual European Student
Convention. The Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance is also tasked to
investigate funding opportunities to cover the associated costs.

Congress notes

That legislation creating the Technological Univessihas been enacted and that the
development of the Dublin TU is now moving ahead quickly.

Congress further notes

The agreement in principle from the three ITSUs in question to work together by way of a
steering group, chaired by the USI President.

Congess affirms

That student consultation in this development must be thorough and meaningful, with a view to
students being seen as the key stakeholders at the table.

Congress mandates

The USI President to continue to assist in ensuring that this stegming is recognised at HEA
and DoR [&vel as the collective representative voice of the three ITSUs

14 AAQA 10rHE QUALITY OF TEACHING IN HIGHER EDUCATION

Congressecognises

The lack of transparency regarding the measurement of the quality of teqtiyimcademics in
third level.

Congressacknowledges

That the proposed legal amendment which will allow The Teaching Council to sanction
underperforming teachers at second level, thus creating an environment of quality learning.

Congress blieves

Tha the third level sector needs to adopt a similar approach to ensure that students ecitwv
best quality of education.

Congress thereforenandates

That the VP for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance and The President work alongside the
HEA, QQI aridr all other relevant stakeholders to establish and utilise a watchdog which will
monitor the quality of teaching in higher education.
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14 AAQA 1FEES FOR STUDENT APPRENTICES

Congress ates:

The publication of the Review of Apprenticeship Trainingelamd, and the consistent focus on
the importance of workbased learning and apprenticeships as part of the dialogue around the
Youth Guarantee.

Congress@ndemns

The decision taken in Budget 2014 to impose a newrgta Student Contribution fee burdeam
student apprentices.

Congress wlcomes

¢tKS O2fflro2NlGA2Y 0SisSSy GKS !'{L FyR GKS ¢99!
campaign this year.

Congress randates

The President, VieBresident for Campaigns and \ieeesident for Academic Affa & Quality
Assurance to lobby to overturn this decision in Budget 2015 and reinstate the State contribution
to this fee, in conjunction with the TEEU.

14 AAQA 18JSI SPPORT FOR YOUNGER INDEPENDENT STUDENTS

Congress applauds

USI's work in dealing thi the SUSI system, and particularly the vast improvement on grant
payments to students this year.

Congress notes

The large category of students who are neglected by the current SUSI application process who
are not dependent on their parents between thges of 1823.

Congress acknowledges

Students who are legal adults (18 + years) and support themselves through college, cannot be
assessed as independent adults, unless they are mature students or have proof of
estrangement.

The great difficulty many stuaés face in claiming estrangement through the current system.
Congress notes with concern

Students are required to inform SUSI of change in circumstances, this does not allow for a
transition to financially independent living.

Students that partake in warthroughout college most often do so because they would
otherwise be unable to remain in college, through current systems the sum of the students
earnings is added to the cumulative family income and thus further hinders the students
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potential to receiveinancial aim via the SUSI grant system regardless of whether or not they are
actually receiving financial assistance from their parents.

Congress Mandates

The VP AAQA and Officer Board to lobby and campaign for the restructuring of the SUSI grant
applicdion process to include a category for students who support themselves financially.

13AAQAL ACCREDITATION FOR PARTICIPATION

Congress recognises

The importance of student participation in extcarricular activities such as clubssé&cieties,

{GdzRSy1aQ | yA2yaszs @2f dzy i SSNRY JcollegeRanditie@A O Sy 3l 3 S\
benefits that engaging in such activity brings about in terms obtherall personal development

of the student.

Congress further recognises

The continuedpromdt 2y o6& {GdzZRSy(aQ | yA2ya 2datviies,dzZRSy da 3ISi
and the associated advantages which can be conferred on students whdeernective in
these areas when seeking future employment.

Congress notes

The development of modules andaognition within programmes which exist in somgher
Education Institutions to accredit students for their involvement and participatidhese
activities, in order to facilitate, recognise and encourage their-academic asvell as academic
developrent whilst in college.

Congress therefore mandates
39



The VicePresident for Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance to research best practass

Higher Education Institutions in this area, with a view to developing USI polisgapeditation

for Participaion which may be presented to the appropriate College bodigs { ( dzZRSYy 1 &aQ ! y A 2
who wish to do so. To be completed by March 2014.

13 AAQA2 STUDENT REPRESENTATION ON STUDENT UNIVERSAL SUPPORT
IRELAND

Congressiotes:

The abysmal performance of Studentitgrsal Support Ireland (SUSI) in the academar
2012/2013 with numerous quality assurance issues becoming ever increasibglgus over
the operational existence of SUSI to date

Congresgurther notes:

Thebenefits of the SUSI forum establishedsthiear in order to keep MOs informed on the
ongoing.

Congressioteswith concern

The complete lack of student representation and input into the operatiomahagement of the
primary source of financial assistance for students in tlevel education anduture students of
third level.

Congressherefore mandates

The VicePresident of Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance to lobby the Department of
Education and City Of Dublin Vocational &dion Committee

(CDVEC) for a seat on the main governing bo@Us| in order to ensure the highest levels of
quality assurance in the operations of SUSI in the years ahead.

13AAQA3 STUDENT CONTRIBUTION PAYMENT SCHEME

Congressotes.
The increasingly difficult financial challenges being faced by students.
Congresdurther notes:

The Student Contribution falls due at a time when students have other large financial
commitments such as accommodation deposits and course materials.

Congress recognises
The successful scheme in NUI Galway which allows students to p&yutfent
Contribution in instalments.
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Congress mandates

The Vice President for Camigns to lobby the Irish Universities Association andrisétutes of
Technology Ireland to implement similar schemes in all universitiesrestitites of technology.

13AAQA MIGRANT EDUCATION ACCESS

Congressotes.

That in the absence of a standardisedidency test Irish thirtevel institutions apply a9 | Q
FSSaQ Ol lofien mehbs migiait Sukients pay two or three times more than typical
fees charged. Yag peoplewho have grown up in Ireland (gone to secondsakiool here) are
denied access to financial assistance and the free fee scheme uportettiigd level.

Congress also nes:

That young people who have secured citizenship during their timerih gwel oftenunable to
WNEJISNBSQ GKSANI FSS adl ddza | yR KlithSfeesr OK2A OS
the remainder of their third level education. These young people areadlea unable to secure

higher education grants.

Congress hliieves

That the Union of Students in Ireland needs to advocate for accessible educatiait &tndents

YR aK2dzZ R f SYR &adzllLl2 NI G2 (K SducatioAActeysi wA AK( &
Campaign, including that children of non EU migrants who baweeto Ireland to join their

families and are here a minimum of 3 years should enjoy equali@gcess to third level

education

Congressnandates

The VicePresident for Equality and Citizenship to work with the Migrant Rights Chataad
on their Migrant Education Access (MEA) campaign.

Congress also mandates

The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship to lobby the Department of Eduaatidbkills

to take effective action to address the situationyafung people who have secured Irish
citizership but are currently unable to reverse their fee status. This may require a re
examination of the criteria of access to the Free Tuition Fee Scheme currently administered by
the Higher Education Authorignd should result in code of practice arevisel set of criteria

being outlined to all third level institutes in Ireland to ensure a coordinated, equitable and
consistent response

13 AAQA CGOLLABORATIONS WITHIN ALLIANNIEREGIONAL
CLUSTERS

Congress notes
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The importance of input, engagementay@2 f GSYSy i o0& { (pmk&yaiaQ | yA2ya
the future development of the Higher Education Landscape.

Congress recognises

¢tKS O2y&aARSNIOGES 2LIRNIdzyAGASa 6KAGEMBEAAG T2 N ¢
process for their members by ideffting best practice which exists in areatevant to students

within alliances and clusters, and lobbying for the implementatiod d2OK Ay | ff 1 9L Qa &/
alliance or cluster.

Congress mandates

The USI President, VP for Academic Affairs & Qualitt 4zNJ y OS | y R labsist wS3IA 2y | f
ahQa Ay Syad2NAy3 aiddzZRSyd NBLINBA&SY @didbdrativg A a LINB a
RAA&AOdzaaAz2ya GF1Ay3a LI OS o60SGeSSghnaLRyYy BROBRaa
identification and implementtion of these best practice opportunities

13 AAQA GRADUATE EMPLOYABILITY

Congress notes

That seeking employment after Third Level Education is becoming increadiffiglyit for
students due teeconomical factors and that the job hunt is becoming exmpetitive.

Congress further notes

That employers across Ireland and the UK are ranking 'general employability skills'a<tome
most important attributes they are seeking in graduates.

Congressnandates

That the VP AAQA to develop a strategyMtD's to promote graduate employability arige
acquisition of generic and transferable employability skills amongst their studedtso offer
support and materials to education officers to do so.

13AAQA 7 STUDENT RETENTION

Congress observes

Recent fndings which suggest that the single biggest cause of students dropping caltezfe
in first year is selection of the wrong course.

Congress believes

That the current delivery of Open Days and provision of information by collegegdatial
studentsis stale and insufficient, and in need of reform.

Congress notes
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Developments in online learning and technologies in recent years and the considanable
growing engagement of secondary school students with these new technologies.

Congress mandates

TheUSI VP for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance to lobby the HEA tolc@lbrQ & G2 2 FF SN
online campus tours, sample lectures, and taster videos of modulepragdammes for
inclusion on their own individual websites and the CAO website

13 AAQA8 SIUDENTS RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS
Congressicknowledges

9OSNE &aidRSyidQa NARIKG G2 | ljdzrt AGeé SELISNASYOS Iy
assurance procedures as an essential element of this experience.

Congress alsacknowledges

Theintegralrol@ ¥ { G dzZRSy1aQ ! yAz2ya Ay Aysafeghhy 3 aiddzRSy (3
them.

Congressiotes with oncem:

The effect that the Employment Control Framework places on HEIs and their abilitgnfy
with local, national and European legalisation.

Congessmandates

The VicePresident for Academic Affairs & Quality Assurance to research best practiqaut
together a national perspective on student rights and entitlements by Congfiss

Congress alsmandates

TheVice Presidenfor Academic Affair& Quality Assurance to include a briefiag/ W& (i dzR Sy (i
AY@2t 88YSY G Ay ljdz t AGe | &A& dzNenghOrBdby legsRtionik § NA 3K (i 2
the overall training plan for the SUT.

This mandate is to expire aftemperiod of 3 years, if not rapproved by Congress.

13 AAQA STRUCTURE OF WORK PLACEMENT ELEMHRITS OF
PROGRAMS AND THEIR USE IN LABOUR ACIBSUIAEMBES

Congressapplauds

Theinitiative in many Higher Educational Institutes, which embeds work placementang of
their degrees, to give students realorld application of their course content.

Congressiotes:

That acorrectly structured and relevant work placement can truly enhance the learning
experience of the student.
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Congress ates with concern

That many work placement progms are not correctly structured, are not linked to tlearning
outcomesassociated with the academic course and ultimately do not delivehebenefits to
the students that they were designed to provide.

Congress threfore mandates
TheVice PresidentAcademic Affairs and Quality Assurance to work with Member

Organisations to accumulate current policies and practices relating to work placement
programmes with a view to drafting a best practice policy that Member Organisations could use
as a startingoint for implementing a similar policy in their own Higher Education Institute.

This Mandate shall be fulfilled by December 2013.
Congressiotes with concern

The inadequacies of some labour activation schemes such as internships arglacerkents
that exist in the wider community, which result in the exploitation of worlamd placements
GKFG R2y QU 2FFSNI FLILINPLINAREFGS &Adz2LISNBA&AAZ2Y YR

Congresgurther notes:
That best practice and structures that would be developed and desigrtbe iHigherEducation

Sector, could be mirrored in labour activation schemes like Job Bridge prdpesed Youth
Guarantee.

Congresgurther mandates

The President and relevant Vice Presidents to engage with relevant organisations and
government departrants to design and develop schemes, which are beneficial to woakets
builds upon best practise in the Higher Education Sector.

This mandate shall be fulfilled by December 2014.

13AAQALO REVIEW OF CRITERIA FOR TU DESIGNATION

Congressiotes:

That current USI policy mandates Officerboard to lobby Government to maintaircunesnt
criteria for the redesignation of an Institute of Technology as a Technologicadersity, while
also protecting the individual nature of Institutions as part of firiscess

Congressecognises

The considerable developments which have taken place over the past year with respezt to
everchanging nature of the HE landscape.

Congres®bserves
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Recent discussion documentation released by the HEA suggests tHatidheng areas require
FGdSydAazy F2tft2Ay3 GKS 19! Qa WAL IylrfearaqQy

Maintenance of L6/7 provision

Excessive/unfocussed increases in post graduate provision and research
Testing the validity of international student numbers

Congressotes with concern

That the citeria for TU designation as currently setoutmlay OSYy G A @A &S | 9L Qa G2 a&ai
in a direction that is not necessarily in keeping withir own

Institutional ethos or strengths, or in the best interests of student needsraqdirements.
Congrestherefore mandates

USI Officerboard to call for the criteria for designation to be reviewed taking the findings of the
W3l L) FylrfearaQ Ayidz2 002dzyiGs FyR 2y |y 2y3a2Aay3a ¢
shape and eolve over the next three year

13 AAQALL1 STUDENT COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES

Congres®bserves

Recent comments by the Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform issuing a wrairige
government is looking to remove underperforming teachers, and the potesipipdtite for
change irthis area.

Congressecognises
¢KS RAFTFAOdAL GASE FIFOSR Ay GKS OdzZNNBigalingSy A NR Y Y S
effectively with student complaints

Congressacknowledges

That best practice does exist nationally within some Higher Educhistitutions indeveloping

O2YLX FAyi(iaQ LINPOSRd2NBa ¢ KAOK | NdBdem prddtiodsh YSE & | yF
and dfer tangible outcomes to complaints or issues which are raisad many current

practices.

Congressiotes:
The renegotiation d the Croke Park Agreement, which is taking place in 2013.
Congressherefore mandates

Appropriate members of USI Officerboard to lobby for the developmentaptementation of
ad2YY2y yIEdA2ylt {GdRSYyd / 2 Y latcouhtyhdnipartance® O S R dzNB =
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protecting the complainant, speedy and efficient resolutiorcomplaints, and the principles of
transparency and accountability.

13 AAQALZ UNPAID INTERNSHIPS

Congressiotes:

The variance of opinions and evidence on the success or lackdhof unpaid internship
schemes.

Congresdgurther notes:

Inciden@shave arisen of unpaid internship schemes whereby the unpaid internrecasred to
do work which could not be said to improve the knowledge or skili®fntern with a view b
adding valuable experience to their future career prospects

Congressicknowledges

That finding employment is proving difficult for many graduates given the prevaiimgomic
conditions and that internships may be a valuable method of gaexpgrierce while
protecting oneself from the harmful effects lmhgterm unemployment

Congresdgurther notes:

The increased role that internships are likely to play in the future development of Irish
graduates, particularly as proposals to develop specifarmship programmes in stesubjects
are being developed at national level.

Congresstherefore mandates

The Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance to develop a frarnégookl
practice for internships in conjunction with various sthkklers including, bunot limited to:

The Department of Social Protection and the Higher Education Authority
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12AA1  TECHNOLOGICBNIVERSITY STATUS

Congressiotes:

Section 8.7 of the National Strategy for Higher Education to ZD3@ KHunt Report), which
relates to the evolution of the Institutes of Technology in Ireland. The stratedkes thecase
for a new type of University, known as a Technological University, which would lifferant
focus to those Universities establishedder the Universities Act 1997.

Congresdgurther notes:

That this development would help to bring about a parity of esteem between botkéhtors,
whilst recognising that they are different in nature.

Congressotes with concern
The risk of the HighdEducation Sector becoming divided over this proposal.
Congress further notes witlsoncern

The impact of this potential for division on the educationtse, and the reputation of the
education of our members.

Congresscknowledges

A move by a number dhstitutes of Technology to work together to establish Technological
Universities on a regional basis.
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Congressvelcomes

Efforts by the Department of Education and Skills to plan for Higher Education prawmision
Ireland over the next two decades.

Congres stresses

The importance of engagement with appropriate studegpiresentative organizations
throughout the implementation process.

Congressnandates

All appropriate members of Officer Board to meet and discuss the impact of Technological
University stéus with the Member Organisations involved in each potential Technological
University on a case by case basis and to make representations on their behalf, at a national
level. This mandate shall be fulfilled as required, and shall be presented for ravigsv o
expiration.

12AA2 ESTABLISHMENT OF AGENCSTREMENT TRAINING IN QA
Congress notes

That SPARQS was created in 2003 to support the greater engagement of students in the
management of quality assurance and enhancement in Scotland's Collegesggard Hi
Education Institutions. SPARQS is hosted by NUS Scotland and is funde&dwnttikh
Funding Council for Further and Higher Education.

Congress further notes

The advancement of student participation in the QA process in Scadland the
establshment of SPARQS.

Congress notes with regret

That little training is provided to students who are involved in the QA process in Ireland.
Congress welcomes

The amalgamation of HETAC, FETAC, NQAI and IUQB into QQAI.

Congress mandates

The Presidentrad the VicePresident for Academic Affairs and QA to attempt to secure
funding and lobby for the establishment of an agency similar to SPARQS to be managed by
USI.

This mandate shall expire after a period of 3 years if it is napproved by Congress.
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12 AA3 GRANT CAMPAIGN
Congress notes:

CKIFGO F2NJ GKS LI ad aSOSNIt @SFENBR !'{LQa 2FFAOSNA
evenings across the country in the months of late summer for those applying for the student
grant.

Congress also notes
That this has been a valuable service to society generally and to our members.
Congress also notes

That a single governmental agency would be able to commit significantly more human and
financial resources to such a campaignrtilsis Union, and that with thereation of the single
national grants awarding agency that such an agency now exists.

Congess therefore mandates
The Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance, Vice President for the

Southern Region and the Vice President for the Borligdlands and Western Region to work
with the above named agency toward jointly provisioning the grant awareness and information
campaign in the future. The first of these recurring campaigns shall be completed by October
2012.

12 AA4 TECHNOLOGICAUNIVERSITIES
Congress recognises

That many Institutes of Technology are aiming to become Technological Universities (TU) in
coming years.

Congress further recognises

That should the number of Institutes of Technology which have currently declared their
intention to seek TU status actually achieve that status, this would create a situation where
almost every major provider of thirbvel education in Ireland would be some form of
university.

Congress notes

That the international recognition of all ofioqualifications is vital in ensuring our graduates
have a decent chance of employment, regardless of whether those qualifications are from a
University, an Institute of Technology, or any other provider of thexatl education.

Congress mandates the USfficerboard

To ensure that the National Council and the Member Organisations in general are kept fully
informed of developments regarding the possibledesignation of Institutes of Technology as
Technological Universities over the next three years
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Tolobby the Government over the next three years to maintain the current criteria for the re
designation of an Institute of Technology as a Technological University, and to include this issue
in future Lobby of the Oireachtas documents

12AA5  CONTINUED RROVEMENTS TO THETURING STANDARDS
Lb I 9L Q{

Congress notes

The importance of continued monitoring of the teaching standards of 3rd level courses, which
contribute to the degree awarding abilities of all HEIs.

Congress further notes
Theimportan§ 2F f SO0l dzNBa yR (dzi2NEkKYSY(d2N&R Ay aiddzRSy
Congress notes with concern

That any short comings in lecturers' attempts to continually develop their teaching methodology
and knowledge in their chosen area will haagiously detrimental effects on their ability to
FaaAad GKSANI 4ddzRSyiaQ tSIENYyAy3Io

Congresdgurther notes with concern:

That, currently, no legislation exists which governs the need for lecturers to develop their
teaching methodology and knowledge in thehosen area.

Congress mndates

The USI President, following consultation with any representative union with 3rd level lecturing
staff among their membership, to lobby the HEA to introduce and implement criteria based,
Peer led Performance Review scheeto monitor the performances of lectures on an annual or
biennial basis. Independent student feedback is to be an integral element of these criteria. This
mandate should be fulfilled by June 2013.

Congressurther mandates:

That the President lobby the AEo establish a working group to form the framework and
criteria for this performance review scheme, which includes, but is not limited to,
representatives for students, lecturing staff and a national 3rd level Quality Assurance
organisation. This mandashould be fulfilled by June 2013.

12 AAG REINSTITUTION OF GAELTACHT GRANT FOR TEACHERS

Congress notes
The benefit that time in the Gaeltacht affords trainee teachers

Congress notes with concern
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Steps taken by government to remove the grant faxdking students to go to the Gaeltacht as
part of their course.

Congress mandates

The VicePresident for Academic affairs and Quality Assurance and thePvisident for the
Irish Language to lobby the department, and minister for education to reveesdecisiorto
remove the grant, in order to ensure that trainee teachers may continue to attenGtedtacht
during their course.

12 AA7 GRANT REFORM (ESTRANGED PARENTS)
Congress applauds

That the Student Support Act 2011 has come in to effect Aatiftom summer 2012 the
administration of the student grant scheme will be significantly more streamlined, and the
application process more clear and user friendly for those applying.

Congress notes

That for those whose parents are informally separa@dywho have no tangible connection

to one or both parents for whatever reason, and who are under the age of 23 applying for a
grant remains impossibly burdensome due to the onerous documentary evidence obligation
on the applicant.

Congress mandates

TheVice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance to propose an alternative
method of proving independence for adoption by National Council before the end of
December 2012.

And

That a detailed submission be made by the Vice President for Acaddfairs and Quality
Assurance and the President to government on this subject before April 2013.

12 AA8 MERGING OF HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS

Congress notes

That discussions for regional clustering and merging of Higher Education institutions are
currently on going.

Congress recognises

The positive developments these institutions will bring to research, teaching & learning and
provision of facilities and services.
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Congress notes with concern

¢CKFEd GKS AYRAQARdzZ f hog, kdéntigNalsd traditionk ffay Beyloatinihé dzii A 2 y Q2
creation of mergers and amalgamation of institutions.

Congress mandates

hFFAOSNI . 2FNR G2 1SSLI Yy AyadAddziazyQa SGiK2a 2
relevant stakeholders to ensure that thiney are protected and to report back to National

Council and the MOs who will be affected. The mandate shall lapse after three years from

being passed at congress as discussions will be on going with regard to the future of Higher

Education in Ireland.

12AA9 IMPLEMENTATION OF THE HEA REPORT FROM THE WORKING
GROUP ON STUDENT CONTRIBUTION

Congressommends:
The work done by the group and the report it has compiled.
Congressotes.

The financial strain that student services are facing across the gouwewven with the increased
contribution charge by students.

Congressotes with concem:

Varying practices between HEIs, which directly contradict the General Principles outlined in the
NBLE2NIZ YdzOK (2 GKS RSGONARYSyidsaked aGdzZRSyd aSNIIA O

Congress randates:

That all USI Vice Presidents and President, where relevant, lobby the HEA to ensure that all HEIs
adopt the general principles and recommendations of the report. By arranging meetings with
the relevant senior HEA officials be¢ the end of December 2012.
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11ED2 THE HUNT REPORT

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The publication of the National Strategy for Higher Education to 2030 known as the Hunt
Report.

Congress believes

That all stakeholders, particularly stuas, will benefit from having clear, defined long term
goads for the sector.

Congress recognises
The impact that this Report may have on the education sector as a whole.
Congress mandates the President and the Education Officer

To ensure that there is gtlent representation at all levels of where authority to implement
recommendations of the Hunt Report lies.
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11ED3 STUDENT CONTRIBUTION CHARGE

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The scrapping of the Registration Fee and its replacement with the StudentlCition
Charge.

Congress further notes

That these increases will make attending Higher Education even more difficult than was
previously the case.

Congress recognises

That front loading of the Student Contribution Charge and other associated costs with
attending Higher Education into the first half of the first semester further strains the
budgets of students and their families.

Congress mandates the Education Officer

To campaign to ensure that all colleges operate an instalment plan whereby students c
pay the Student Contribution Charge in smaller lump sums spread throughout the Academic
Year.

11 ED SUPPORT FUNDS FOR-PARH STUDENTS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That a number of support funds including the Fund for Student with Disabithie§tudent
Assistance Fund and the Maintenance Grant are only available for students studying en a full
time basis in recognised Higher Education Institutes.

Congress further notes
Thatparti A YS adGdzRSyiGa IINBE yF&ESKHet SOKSYISH At 2F GKS
Congress mandates the Education Officer, Welfare Officer and Equality Officer

To campaign and lobby for support funds and the free fees scheme to be extended to include
part-time students

11EDS5 ECTHARMONISATION

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes
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Irelands increasing compliance with the Bologna Process.
Congress further notes

That the Bologna process has improved the level of transferability and comparability of awards
across the European Higher Education Area.

Congress recognises

That much work remain® be done to implement harmonisation of hours on work required to
earn an ECTS credit.

Congress mandates the Education Officer

To investigate the situation on a national and local level and ascertain trends in compliance by
college and by broad subjeatea and then to lobby institutions to correct shortfalls and
excesses that are present.

11ED6 EXAM REGULATIONS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That the regulations concerning progression, transfer and quality of awards subsequent to
students having fééd an exam in an award year differ between institutions.

Congress believes

That this situation creates inequalities given that students who get the same results in different
institutions will achieve different outcome which is contrary to national antérhational
guidelines.

Congress mandates the Education Officer

To investigate each institution, prepare and submit a report to National Council detailing
which Colleges are deviating from national and international guidelines.

11EDS8 PUBLIC SECTOR MDBRIUM

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress believes

That the Public Sector Moratorium was a blunt tool used to reduce public sector staffing
numbers that has ended up impacting frontline education and health services unnecessarily.

Congress also believes

That theMoratorium is forcing many Irish graduates, that would normally be streamed into
public service, to emigrate to countries like Australia, Canada and the UK.
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Congress notes

P{LQa LIRftAOASE 2y ANI RdzZF S dzySYLX 28685y G FyR (K¢
graduates in Ireland

Congress mandates the President and Officer baard

To call for and work towards a-regotiation of the Public Sector Moratorium to improve
prospects for employment for Irish graduates with the newly formed Government.

11ED9 GRADUATE UNEMPLOYMENT

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That Ireland is facing a major jobs and competitiveness crisis.
Congress further notes

That over 150,000 people will emigrate from Ireland by 2015, a vast majority of which will be
graduates. This fige is the equivalent of every graduate Ireland produces over the next five
years leaving the country.

Congress believes
That with almost 100,000 Irish people under the age of 25 on the live register it is imperative

that all political parties recogniséé¢ severity of the jobs crisis among younger people and make
the issue of graduate unemployment a main priority going forward.

Congress mandates the Deputy President, Education Officer and Area Officers

To continue working on tackling graduate unemploymey lobbying for the implementation of
YSI &dzZNBa NBO2YYSYRSR Ay 1 {LQa WwSAIYyAlGAYy3a (GKS {)

Congress therefore adopts
¢KS YSI&adz2NBa LINPLRASR Ay WwSAIyAdGAy3a GKS {YIF NI ¢
Congress further mandates

The Deputy President, Educati Officer and Area Officets put pressure on the government to
produce a comprehensive lofigrm strategy to tackle graduate unemployment.

11ED10 EFFECT OF RECESSION

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

There is a large, if relatively unknown body, ofremmic and social research statistics on the
effects of the recession on businesses, families etc.
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Congress also notes

That in talking about how students, and the families that they are increasingly reliant on, have
been affected, it is difficult to show2cY LINE KSy aA @St & K2¢g GKS NBOSaaArzy
finances along with their family finances.

Congress mandates Officer Board

To commission/compile an impact assessment report on how the recession has affect student
finances, and also how it has affed families supporting students.

Congress recommends

That this report should take into consideration: public sector/private sector representation in
supporting families and the recessionary impact on them, personal and national debt analysis
and how ove indebtedness affects people/families, geographic analysis of recessionary impact
to aid regional COs, drop in student employment, and if possible the significant drop in
student/family expenditure.

11ED 2 CONTINUED SUPPORT FOREWELOPMENT OF
GRANGGORMAN CAMPUS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That the development of the Grangegorman Campus is an essential cornerstone of Higher
Education Strategy in Ireland, and that it will be of immeasurable benefit to the local
community, and Ireland.

Congressurther notes:

That DIT caters for approximately eleven percent of all Higher Education activity nationally.

Congress applauds

¢tKS D2OSNYYSyiQa RSOA&A2Y (2 FLLINRYS (KS RSOSt 21
present across the political parties.

Corgress mandates the President, and Officer Board

To lobby the Government and the HEA to continue to support the project, in conjunction with
0KS 5L¢ {GdzRSYydaQ !yAazyo

11ED17 FUNDING FOR MATURE STUDENTS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes
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That in the past tw years, there have been significant changes in rates and eligibility for mature
students in relation to the Maintenance Grant, which have resulted in some students suffering a
significant drop in funding.

Congress notes

That the automatic entitlement ahature students to the nomadjacent rate of the Maintenance
Grant had been based on higher than average living costs, and this has now been removed.

Congress mandates the Equality Officer and the Education Officer

To compose a policy document outliningew method of support funding for mature students
and norrmature students which will be assessed on a more individual basis to account for
matters such as, but not limited to, the number and age of dependents and travel costs
associated with dependents pre-school, firstlevel or second level education etc.

11ED18 MATHEMATICS BONUS POINTS
REAPPROVED 2015
Congress condemns

The decision by many higher education institutions in the past year to agree tm#igduction
of bonus points for higher levaelathematics in the leaving certificate regardless of course of
entry to higher education.

Congress notes
The historical legacy of failure of the thikelvel sector in solving seco#elvel problems by

imposing admissions requirements on secéedel stugnts without engaging in wideanging
consultations on curriculum reform.

Congress mandates the Education Officer

To prepare a policy document in accordance with this and previous national council motions on
the subject and to lobby for the reversal oktllecision to offer bonus points by the institutions
concerned

11ED19 MAINTENANCE GRANTS 2

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The current situation of higher education maintenance grants criteria is firstly based on what
education institution they attend.

Congress believes
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That third level education should be an open playing field for students and grants should be
made available to students based on each individual circumstance on meeting the required
criteria rather than on what education institutionely attend.

Congress further notes

That there should be equality and accessibility to education to everyone, for further progressing
the opportunities available to students and that that the current grants system is inequitable,
significantly unfair ands a barrier to those trying to attend thifével education.

Congress also believes

That USI should be in a position to fight for equitable access to education grants in every
circumstance.

Congress therefore mandates
The President, Deputy Presidemducation Officer and the rest of Officer Board

To take action in lobbying the Minister for Education and Skills, pursuant to Section 8 of the
Student Support Act 2011, to provide that private colleges such as Griffith College are included
in the Higher Edcation Grant Scheme.

11ED20 PRIVATE SCHOOLS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress recognises

That we as a student movement must strive for real equality and equal opportunities at all levels
in the Irish education systemiVe also recognise that whether or not hild will make it to

third-level education is often determined many years before that child sits the Leaving
Certificate.

Congress further recognises

That many potential college students have not made it to téneckl because they come from
areas of soci-economic disadvantage, and thus cannot afford private schooling, or because the
public schools in their areas are not adequate.

Congress notes

The growth of grind schools and private secondary schools in Ireland in the past two decades,
and that this gowth of the private school sector has led to elitism among students at second
level and beyond, and has also resulted in many good public schools struggling to fill places and
stay open.

Congress further notes

That students attending private schools haazess to an education that is partly publcly
funded, but which is only accessible to those who can afford it. This gives them a significant
advantage over public school students in the CAO race for places indbhéidcourses.
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Congress mandates USIffoér Board

To campaign for the removing of state funding for private primary and secondary schools, and
for any monies saved to be-svested in the wider, publiclfunded and publichaccessible
education system including primary, secondary and thdkatl education.

10ED4 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That every year a substantial number of International Students travel to Ireland to study within
our higher education system.

Congress recognizes

CKFEG GKSasS LYyGSNyraazyrt &addzRSyida OFy LI @& tFNBS
study in our 3'level institutions.

Congress further recognizes

That there have been a number of issues with regaodbiése students arriving in Ireland with
regards to Irish Customs.

Congress mandates

The President to work on behalf of the International students to put in place an International

Student Charter detailingtudent rights and responsibilitiegi ¢ KS GKANR f S@St / hQa
are studying. By the development of the framework each 10T and University would become

responsible for the treatment of International Students when travelling to Ireland.
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10ED5 LEGAL PROFESSION

REAPPROVED 2015
Congressiotes:

That to enter the legal profession in Ireland, one must overcome many financial and social
obstacles.

Congress further notes

That these obstacles mean that the majority undertaking a career in law are those who can
afford it and who have prexising ties to the legal profession

Congress notes with concern
That such obstacles include

Exceptionally high costs for postgraduate study in the King's Inns, with a one year degree course
O2alGAy3 emuInnnd ¢KA& O2dzNBES A& |f&2 NHzy RdzNAy3
course) so people cannot work full time simultaneously.

Barristerdin their first year of practice must be able to afford to work for free during their year's
apprenticeship, also known as 'devilling'. The apprenticeship must also take place in Dublin, thus
increasing costs for candidates even further if forced to livayafrom home.

Congress believes

That while the abolition of third level fees has delivered good progress in increasing access to
education for people of all social backgrounds, more must be done to ensure that these artificial
barriers to real educatica equality of opportunity in certain professions are removed.

Congress affirms its belief that
No profession should be the sole preserve of the wealthy and socially connected.
Congress mandates

The President and the Education officer to give a pres@ndb the Joint Oireachtas
committee on Education and Science on access to the legal system

The President and Deputy to campaign and lobby for the extension of the higher education
grants scheme to those taking barrister and solicitor courses.

10 ED/ STUDENT FUNDING

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes:

That with the economy struggling, students need all the help they can get in securing funding in
the form of grants, scholarships and other npaditional forms of supports for college degrees.
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Congress betdives:

That USI needs to lobby the Department of Education to compile a list of all forms of funding for
undergraduate and postgraduate degrees that is available to students in evenlahed
institute in the country.

Congress notes:

That the studentfiance.ie website is a great resource for students and prospective students,
and that it should be utilised more to help people looking for financial information before going
to college.

Congress mandates

The Education Officer to lobby the Department dtiEation to publicise the aforementioned list
of funding available on the studentfinance.ie website.

10ED8 BTEA CAMPAIGN

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That the removal of the entitlement of Back to Education students to a maintenance grant will
c2a40 dzySYLX 28SR YI(Gdz2NE adddzRSyida Ay (GKS NBIA2Yy 27

Congress firmly believes

That the decision to bring in this measure was wrong, unfair, and is not in the interests of this
country, either financially or socially.

Congress notes

That for many people trying to go back to education, the Budget cuts represent a loss of over
25% in expected income Union of Students in Ireland Annual Congress 2010 Comhdhail
Bhliaintuil Aontas na Mac Leinn in Eirinn 2023 - - 24 ¢

Congress mandates:

The Education Officer to organise a sustained campaign to reverse this decision before the
Department of Education & Science finalises implementation over the summer.

10ED9 MEETING FEEDBACK

REAPPROVED 2015
Congressiotes:

That USI, as the National Union representing most students studying ade¢kgticolleges in
Ireland, holds seats on all the bodies charged with policy, fungliladjity assurance and
regulation of the third level sector, such as the HEA and NQAI and others.
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Congressotes with concern
The lack of institutional memory in USI with regard to issues discussed at these meeting.
Congresdgurther notes:

The importare of this higHevel involvement for the constituent members of USI who pay an
annual affiliation fee to USI.

Congressherefore mandates

The President and Education Officer to create effective briefing and reporting communication
channels, pre and poglhese meetings which USI attends (Pre meeting to consist of a

notification of agenda items, and what stance USI plans to take on each, and an aide memoir
post meeting of the discussion of each topic, what USI represented to the meeting and what the

outcomes was.) on behalf of @) and where matters relevant to the COs are decided upon.

1011 APPRENTICES

REAPPPROVED 2015
Congressotes.

That over the past number of years the increase within the trades industry with regards to
Ireland.

Congresdgurther notes:

That with theeconomic downturn many of these apprentices have been left with no job and in
some cases incomplete qualifications.

Congressecognises:

The need to provide further education opportunities in the face of the @hanging
employment landscape of Ireland

Congressnandates

The President and the Education Officer to lobby the Department of Education and the Higher
Education Authority to clearly state, in a national framework, the eligibility of qualified
apprentices to progress into relevant degree crs.

10ED 12 BUDGETS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congressotes:

That the current volatile economic climate, each Budget is likely to have significant impact on
students.

Congresgurther notes:
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That the fear and worry caused by budgets may cause avoidable hdha teelfare to
Students.

Congress therefore mandates

The USI Education Officer, as soon as possible subsequent to the delivery each budget, to the
write an explanatory memorandum of the impacts of the budget on student and communicate it
G2 Fff /hQao

09ED1 TUITION FEES

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That it has long been a core principle of the student movement that education should be
accessible to all people.

Congress recognises
That tuition fees constitute a serious barrier to entry inkird level education.
Congress strongly believes

That education is a public and social good, which benefits not only the individual but the wider
society. It should therefore be paid through progressive taxation like all public services. Investing
in eduation is one of the most important investments we can make; not only does having an
educated population strengthen our economy, but graduates pay on average 70% more in tax
and have thus directly repaid the cost of their degree through taxation withiryéams.

Importantly, providing a college education to all is an important factor in creating a fair and

more democratic society with equal opportunity for all.

Congress further notes

¢CKIFGO G0KS h9/54a aSRdzOF GA2Y I (selected ihdusfri@iSedn nny ¢ f A 2
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abolition of fees has had a significant impact on increasing equity of access, despite successive
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educational equality across the board.

Congress further notes

That in two decades Ireland has seen an increase in access to third level education from 20% to
55%, and that a large factor in this has beébe abolition of third level fees.

Congress believes

That the economic crisis means that now, more than ever Ireland must make education

accessible to all, in order to equip our people with the skills and knowledge that will help them

innovate, create8 ¢ 2206a YR | GGNI OG FT2NBAIYy AygSaldySyido
in its people.

Congress hereby reaffirms

Its commitment to an equal, fair and accessible education system, and to the complete abolition
of tuition fees, including the registrain fee.

Congress notes

The huge campaigns in 2002/03 and 2008/09 run by USI to oppose tuition fees.

Congress mandates

USI officer board to redouble its efforts to fight fees in any guise and to continue to place this
issue at the centre of its lobbyiramd campaigning efforts.

Congress calls for

A commitment by the government to fund third level education and all essential services
through progressive taxation, where those on higher incomes pay the most.

Congress urges

Lff f20Ft &adud dogdsg théir@entdalidledntie nalichal dalpaign against fees,

FYyR G2 YIFI1S ¥SSa GKSANI LINAZ2NARAGE & addzZRSydaqQ dzy’
national union. Th&JSlis not officer board; it is all membersTherefore all members are

responsitte for engaging with the campaign.

09ED2 STUDENT LOANS/GRADUATE TAX

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That the principle that education should be accessible to all people, has always been a core
value of the student movement.

Congress strongly believes
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That education is a public and social good, which benefits not only the individual but the wider
society. It should therefore be paid through progressive taxation like all public services. Investing
in education is one of the most important investments ves enake; not only does having an
educated population strengthen our economy, but graduates pay on average 70% more in tax
and have thus directly repaid the cost of their degree through taxation within ten years.
Providing education to all citizens equa#iffundamental principle for any fair society.

Congress notes

The 2005 study in the UK by Professor Claire Callender and Jonathan Jackson that shows that for
those on lower or middle income backgrounds in the UK, the fear of debt is a significant barrier
to entry to third level education in the UK. This is a result of the student loans system in the UK.

Congress also notes

¢KS NBXaSINOK o6& tNRFSaaz2N YIFIIiKESSy [eyOK 2F |/ 5¢
HECSystem thatshows the detrimental impact that a deferred loans system can have on equity
of access to third level and on increasing student impoverishment.

Congress notes

¢CKFEG ! dAGNI £t A Qa SRAzOF GA2Y YAYAAGSNI wdz Al DAFE €I
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Congress also notes

That the fairest and most egalitarian way of paying for higher education is through a progressive
taxation system.

Congress condemns

¢KS adzZa3SadArzya o0& YAy that S MusFaliakslylSsudedtloans 2y . | G4t
system might be introduced in Ireland, at the same time as the Australian government itself is
NBEO23yAaAay3d GKIG GKS aeadsSy R2SayQi 62N} @

Congress also opposes

The suggestions by some politicians for a graduate@aduates already pay 70% more in tax
than nongraduates, therefore a graduation tax is not necessary nor is it fair.

Congress mandates

USI officer board to continue to oppose fees in any guise, including student loans and a graduate
taxation system.

Congress calls for

Investment through progressive taxation in a fair, equitable education system from primary to
third level, whereby those on higher incomes pay higher taxes which funds all essential services.
This is an investment in strengthening @oonomy as well as creating fairness in our society.
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O9ED 11 BOLOGNA PROCESS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That the bologna process has, since its inception in 1999, become one of the most important
and dominant themes in further and higher educatiarEurope with significant reforms being
introduced throughout Europe and here in Ireland as a result of the bologna process.

Congress further notes

That the reforms introduced as part of the bologna process have seen a dramatic transformation
in further and higher education, much of which has been positive.

Congress recognises

That these reforms have, however, also introduced considerable uncertainty into further and
higher education and there is a need to ensure that as part of the bologna procesgiality of
education is not undermined.

Congress welcomes

That the union of students in Ireland has been involved at both a national and European level in
the formation and development of policy in the key areas of the bologna process.

Congress regrets

That on an issue as critical as the bologna process, which is now entering second decade, USI
does not have official, formalised policy on the bologna process.

Congress believes

CKFG AG A& AYLISNFYGAGS GKIFG GKS isflethat B yavifig & G dzRSy ( 2
and will have a profound impact on its membership.

Congress further mandates:

USI to adopt the following principles on the Bologna process to be implemented by the
president and the education officer

Bologna process (general principles

USI welcomes the creation of the bologna process and the importance of education and
educational ceoperation in the development and strengthening of stable, peaceful and
democratic societies

The bologna process should be based on creating opportufidigaobility within higher
education in Europe and should not be focused on purely developing a higher education system
that suits the needs of enterprise and employers

USI strongly believes that the ovarching goal of the bologha process should bereate a
studentcentred learning environment that is flexible, transparent, accessible to all and
encourages the development of lifelong learning

67



Future development of the bologna process must be driven through consultation and
cooperation with all relevat stakeholders, which must include student representatives

The bologna process should aim for significant and continuous improvement in the standard of
education provided to students and that students are full and complete partners within
institutions ard at sectoral, national and European levels. Education must also be transparent
with embedded and appropriate QA mechanisms focused on improving standards and academic
provision

Social dimension

Participation in further and higher education must be widdrand the demographic of these
sectors should reflect the diversity of the population of the signatory countries to the bologna
process

Further and higher education is a public good and should primarily be publicly funded
USI is opposed to any and alleanpts to privatise further and higher education

USI strongly welcomes the commitment enshrined in the bologna process to student services
and will work with all relevant stakeholders to ensure that student services are adequately
resourced and improveih line with the needs of students

All obstacles to participation further and higher education should be removed and
USI will campaign strongly on this

The social dimension of the bologna process must continue to be one of the central action lines
of the bologna process

Mobility

Increased opportunities for student and staff mobility as a result of the bologna process is to be
welcomed and contributes positively to the academic and personal development of students

There should be a mobility target of @0of the student population by 2020. The participative
equity within this 20% must be improved and institutions must create measures to ensure that
credits gained during mobility are recognised on return

A central mobility fund should be created and calmited to by EHEA countries and financed
according to the principle of public financing

USI believes that higher education institutions should provide extensive language tuition to
students to encourage and promote mobility

The USI education officer atite US| equality officer shall campaign and lobby for the
simplification of visa and work permit rules and procedures to allow for greater mobility and to
prevent mobile students being subject to undue stress, difficulties and discrimination

Quialificatons frameworks and recognition
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USI supports the adoption and implementation of the ECTS credit system whereby each

academic year is comprised of 60 ECTS with each module being in multiples of 5 ECTS (e.g. 5, 10,
15 etc.). An ECTS credit should represent 2B hrs of student input including, but not limited

to, lectures, assignments, selirected learning, study and practical classes and placements

USI welcomes and supports the development of modularisation where a module represents a
block of teaching ashlearning with a combination of linked modules constituting a programme.

Semesterisation, whereby the academic year is comprised of two equal length teaching terms, is
welcomed by USI. However, there should not be a nationally standardised set of teys da

'{L St02YSa G(GKS AYyuGNRRdAzOGAZ2Y 2F SIFENYyAy3 2dzio2)
statements of what a student is expected to know, understand and/or be able to demonstrate
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designed around learning outcomes which are regularly quality assessed to ensure they are

appropriate and fir for purpose. Learning outcomes must be used to create a stadetred

learning environment and may not be used to create a Blcking environment

USI continues to support the national framework of qualifications and shall campaign to ensure
that learning outcomes align with the knowledge, skills and competencies associated with the
relevant level of the NFQ.

All qualificationsn further and higher education should be comparable and readable so that a
a0dzRSy G Qa ljdzZ- t AFAOFGA2ya OFy 068 YILIWLISR 2y (G2 02/
the qualifications framework of all countries in the bologna process with ease. The calilipa

should be verified for the student by the relevant authority (such as-BMIRIC) free of charge.

The USI education officer shall run a campaign, in conjunction with constituent organisations, to
raise awareness of the NFQ and to ensure that ndestt is disadvantaged by its operation

USI Bologna Process Campaign

USI reaffirms that the bologna process is of extreme importance to the education that students
will receive

USI shall undertake all necessary effort, under the direction of the USagd officer, to assist
constituent organisations in ensuring the proper implementation of all bologna process related
reforms

USI will promote awareness of the bologna process and of related reforms and opportunities to
students tirough constituent orgnisations.

USI will work with all relevant stakeholders sectorally, nationally and internationally to ensure
adequate student representation and that the bologna process develops in lines with the above
principles
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The USI education officer will developdaregularly update a USI strategy on the Bologna
process

O9ED B EQUITY OF ACCESS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

CKFG GKS AYONRRIZOGAZY 2F (KS WFNBS FS884Q AYAGAL
higher education for those from traditiofig underrepresented backgrounds.

Congress recognises

That while much progress has been made, with an overall participation rate of 55%, there are
still a number of soci@conomic and nostraditional backgrounds which do not participate in
further and hgher education at the level of other groups.

Congress welcomes

Recent moves to broaden the participation rate, in particular the creation of the national office
for the equity of access to higher education and the publication ohtit@nal plan for guity of
access to higher education 20§2013.

Congress reaffirms

That one of the fundamental principles of the union is that it strives for an education and
training system open to all, irrespective of any consideration, including consideration of
national origin, ethnic background, age, ability, sex, sexuality, creed, political beliefs or
economic circumstances, so that each individual can realise their full potential.

Congress believes

That in order to uphold and defend this principle, USI museleaceordinated policy on equity
of access and encouraging the widening of participation in further and higher education.

Congress mandates

That USI adopts the following principles as its policy on equity of access to further and higher
education to ba@mplemented by officer board:

Equity of Access (General Principles)
9 USI shall campaign for an education and training system open and accessible to all

9 All sectors of society should have equal opportunity to participate in further and higher
education
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1 Further and higher education institutions should take all steps necessary to encourage
and broaden patrticipation

1 USI shall build links and work with all relevant stakeholders and organisations to widen
the participation rate and address all obstacles thaynprevent individuals from
accessing further and higher education

1 The USI education officer shall develop and regularly update a USI strategy for equity of
access to further and higher education

9 Targeted access funding and programmes must be expandatstorethat all students
who come from traditionally underepresented backgrounds are able to access further
and higher education

9 All cuts to the student assistance fund, access offices or strategic innovation funded
access projects shall be vigorously oped by USI

9 All constituent organisations shall be supported by USI in promoting access within their
own institution and in supporting the proper representation of access students through
policy development, practice, promotion and partnership

1 The USI eduation officer and the USI deputy president/campaigns officer shall develop
a public campaign promoting access to further and higher education, highlighting the
current obstacles and building momentum to have these issues addressed

09ED 15 QUALITY ASSUNTE

REAPPROVED WITH DELETIONS 2015
Congress notes

That quality assurance is an increasingly important issue facing higher and further education and
one which USI needs a strong, coordinated campaign on.

Congress also notes

That USI currently has eightisting motions relating to the area of quality assurance, each with
different mandates and emphases.

Congress recognises

That while each motion covers an important topic, it has created a disparate and sometimes
sectoral approach to quality assurance tipabhibits the development of a coherent campaign
that could affect real change.

Congress also recognises

That as USI represents students across all sectors of further and higher education, it must

establish a common set of principles that will underpfR A Y F2 NY (G KS 2NBF yAal (A2

to quality assurance
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Congress further mandates

That USI adopts the following guidelines as its policy on quality assurance to be implemented by
the education officer:

Aims and principles:
Wy dz £ AG@ I & dpdadebsys@RINas Avil@fiodzRcSraditation and audit.

Students have a right to a high quality of education and to have that education reviewed and
assessed regularly

The interests of students as well as employers and wider society are served through good
quality higher education

Institutional autonomy, tempered by a recognition that this brings with it heavy responsibilities

The need for external quality assurance to be fit for its purpose and to place only an appropriate
and necessary burden on institutie for the achievement of its objectives

Centrality of student involvement and representation at all levels of the quality assurance
process

QA mechanisms should result in demonstrative improvements and that these improvements
should be communicated back students

All elements of the QA process shall be transparent and accountable

Quality Assurance of Modules, Programmes and Academic Units (General Principles)

Institutions should have policy, procedures and formal mechanisms for the quality assurance of
their programmes and awards

Institutions should have a culture which recognises the importance of quality, and quality
assurance, in their work

Each institution should have a central quality assurance office and/or committee that oversees
the implementatio of QA, this body shall have student representation

All panels formed to conduct a QA review should have student representation
All panels formed to conduct a QA review should have expert external representation

The quality of teaching staff shall be patically reviewed as part of any programme, academic
unit or institutional review and shall be commented on in the final report

The quality of education provided should be the central element in a review and each module
and programme shall be assessed@w/hether it is meeting its stated learning outcomes

The appropriateness of the stated learning outcomes as they support a high quality education
should also be reviewed
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Any and all QA reviews should also examine the quality of resources to support sSemieig
including information systems, library resources and any and all other relevant services

Modules should be assessed annually with programmes and academic units reviewed on a
cyclical basis with programmes reviewed at least once every three gadracademic units at
least once every five years

All quality assurance evaluations (module, programme, academic unit) should be made available
online and all module and programme reviews be distributed to the students affected

Following each assessment action plan and timeline to implement the recommendations
should be produced and communicated to students

External Quality Review of Institutions (General Principles)
All institutions should be subject to review at least once every seven years
Panels shold be chosen and overseen by the accreditation and/or awarding body

All panels should have student representation from a different institution with the pool of
student representatives drawn up in consultation with USI

All panels formed to conduct an iitsttional review should have expert external representation
All panels should be fully independent and free of any influence or conflict of interest

Guidelines for institutional reviews should be drawn up by the accreditation agency based on
standardisedBa i LIN} OGAOST &dzOK | & 9bv! Qa Waill yRINRA& |y

As part of the review process the institution should produce aasdessment report which
should include progress on the recommendations of the previous report

The effectiveness and suitability €S Ay adAddziA2y Qa AYyOaGSNYyIlf v! LRfA
mechanisms should be assessed

The review should also examine the overall quality of the student experience, learning
resources, information systems, institutional culture (academic and professionagjcaagmic
structure

All institutional review reports should be made available online and all module and programme
reviews be distributed to the students affected

Following each assessment an action plan and timeline to implement the recommendations
shouldbe produced and communicated to students and the institution

Student Participation in Quality Assurance

Student participation in quality assurance is essential in order to ensure that any QA system is
credible
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The institution seeks to enshrine the valolestudent participation in quality assurance activities
at module, programme, departmental, faculty and institutional level.

Each institution should produce a guide for new students and should aim to produce a quality
assurance handbook

Student representon on all QA fora is essential

The student representation system should be designed to afford opportunities for student
engagement in decisiemaking and quality management arrangements

USI Campaign on Quality Assurance

USI will campaign to ensure highality teaching and QA standards throughout the further and
higher education sectors in accordance with the policies above

USI shall produce, or work with any sectoral body producing, a handbook for students on quality
assurance detailing the rights olustents and the importance of student involvement in QA

The USI education officer shall assist constituent organisations in developing and implementing
QA policies in accordance with the above principles

The USI education officer shall assist constituegaarsations in designing and producing
materials to inform students about QA procedures and their right to a high quality education

09 18 POST GRADUATE WORKING GROUP

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

That postgraduate students are often very limitedhie amount of time they can dedicate
towards ancillary roles in local unions and USI itself.

Congress further notes

That the issues that postgraduates face are often hindered by a lack of continuity from officer to
officer, and that issues that occur natiwide could be solved by an effective communication
network between postgraduate officers.

Congress therefore mandates

The education officer to create a database of postgraduate issues that arose, and how they were
addressed at local and national levélis database should be made available to all
postgraduate and education officers nationwide.

Congress also mandates
The education officer to ensure that contact details of all postgraduate officers are available in

the database.
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Congress further mandate

The education officer to organize meetings with the postgraduate officers, if necessary, to
address their issues.

09ED 25 POSTGRADUATE WORK PLACEMENTS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The cost incurred by students entering into work placement positi@ften these placements
take on the form of free labour for employers.

Congress believes

That all students entering into work placements should receive payment for the duration of the
placement.

Congress mandates the officer board

To campaign for paynm for these types of placement

09ED 28 POSTGRADUATE CAMPAIGN

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The growing population of postgraduate students within USI
Congress regrets

That many postgraduate students feel disconnected from USI
Congress therefore marates

The education officer to organise a promotion campaign within the first semester of each year,
to highlight the success and the services of USI to postgraduate students specifically
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WELFARE

17 WEL EM 3  Proposed Qmark for good employmigractices in the
hospitality sector

CONGRESS REGRETS

That there is a significant number of students who are working in the hospitality sector who

have been subjected to mistreatment and abuse of their basic employment rights. This has left
students feding devalued and demoralised. Research evidence shows that this experience is not
confined to student workers alone. Research evidence also shows that people are afraid to
speak up.

CONGRESS NOTES
That a large proportion of students who work péirhe areemployed in the Hospitality Sector.
A survey Conducted by NUI Galway SU shows that 40% of respondents work in this sector.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That a wider campaign has been launched after a public meeting on March 6 th by-two ex
workers from the secto They are hoping to promote a national Quality Mark for employers
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within the sector that treat employees fairly and uphold their basic rights. This could help
combat the negative culture that has developed in the sector . They are planning to pilot the
initiative in Galway City and move forward to other Tourist/ Student orientated towns and cities.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That good employers should be recognised and promoted, especially if it is an SME that
promotes good work place relations between emm@oyand employees

CONGRESS WELCOMES

CKS Ly@2ft @dSYSyid 2F Ada | FFAEAIGSa adzOK a4 oNR f ¢
Migrant Rights Centre of Ireland, who are working closely with campaigners behind this

important project.

CONGRESS BELIEVES
Thatthe V.P for Campaigns, V.P for Welfare and V.P for Equality and Citizenship should work
together to come up with a plan to help support this Initiative.

CONGRESS MANDATES

That the USI should lend its support for this QMark initiative to put in place mesrha to help
students who have faced difficulties in the workplace as a result of mistreatment from
employers in the Hospitality Sector.

17 WEL 1 Age Thresholtbr Cervical Cancer Checks

CONGRESS NOTES
The Cervical Check Ireland provides free Smets tesvomen over 25 years of age.

CONGRESS NOTES WONCERN:
The lack of services available to students under the age of 25 with concerns and the time it takes
to get appropriate treatment.

CONGRESS THEREFOSNDMTES:
The VP Welfare to lobby the appmgate bodies to campaign on lowering the initial age of smear
screenings.

CONGRESS ALSO MARBAT
The VP Welfare to provide tinased information on the HPV Vaccine dscavailability.

CONGRESS THEREFEBREAR.S:
1017 WEL6 CERVICAL CANCER

17 WEL 3 Dealing with students in distress
CONGRESS NOTES:
{GdzRSy (G Qa YSyialt KSIFItGK A&d&adzSa FNB LINBOFtSyid FNI
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CONGRESS BELIEVES:

Although basic Mental Health Training is offered at SUT, Sabbatical Officers neeshjaied
with the knowledge and skills to assist students during times of distress from the start of the
welfare officers elected term.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

The USI Vice President for Welfare to organise comprehensive and practical training at SUT to
ensureSabbatical Officers are capable of dealing with students in distress from the early stages
of the officer's term.

CONGRESS REPEALS
16 WEL19

17WEL7 wSyYy Gl f wSAUNAROGA2YEA F2NJ19L hoyS
CONGRESS NOTES
the impact the housing@nd rental crises is having on students participating in higher education.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
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CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

that student renters using these accommodation services have not benefited from rental

restriction measures introduced between 202816 under varying amendments to the

Residential Tenancies Act 2016, mainly due to the type oategreements these services
utilise.

CONGRESS BELIEVES TH

it is important that such accommodation is accessible for all types of students participating in
KAIKSN) SRdzOlF GA2y |yR GKIG 19LQa aKz2dzZ R y2d 06S | f
pockes of student renters.

CONGRESS THEREFOSNDMKTES
The USI President to seek the HEA to issue guidelines to see that similar rental restriction
measures are introduced for HEI owned student accommaodation.
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17WEL 8 Consent classes

CONGRESS NOTES:
The impotance of educating our members around sexual health particularly around consent.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That USI has worked closely with organisations like DRCC, Smart Consent and ICOS in raising
awareness around consent, domestic violence and sexasaludt through campaigns, training

and lobbying efforts.

CONGRESS APPLAUDS:
The work that USI has done in relation to the above in pioneering and spearheading national
campaigns and the dialogue around consent and sexual health.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:

That USshould assist local Officers in creating policies locally in their Institutions to implement
consent workshops in order to educate their members and continue the dialogue surrounding
consent.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

The VP for guality andCtizenship and VRof Welfare to conduct research and design, with the
assistance of external expert bodies, a national studentised consent workshop based on
recommendations from the 2016 Trinity consent workshops.

CONGRESS FURTHERDMAKS:

The VP for uality andCtizenshipand VPF 2 NJ 2 St FI NB OF NNB 2dzi Wi NI Ay 0
courses for Officers in order to educate them on implementing inclusive consent courses for

their students.

17WEL 9 Gambling Control Bill 2013
CONGRESS NOTES:

That USI has a stancedampaign to educate its members on the prevalence of problem
gambling for students.
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CONGRESS ALSO NOTES:
That Ireland has one of the loosest regulations on gambling in Europe while the Gambling

| 2yGNRE . Aff Hnmo KIayQifea$Sy I OGSR 2y &AyOS

CONGRESS BELIEVES:

That with increase awareness of gambling and improvements in technology, that this bill must
be passed to ensure that students and future generations are protected from gambling
addiction.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

That the VP Welfare evk with organisations such as Problem Gambling Ireland & the Rutland
Centre to lobby the Minister for Justice, relevant Junior Ministers and Oireachtas members on
introducing the Gambling Control Bill.

17 WEL 10 Training for Officers dealing with studemvith mental iliness or
disability

CONGRESS NOTES:
That MOS should be trained in basic awareness in how to deal with difficult situation if they
arose and how to refer them on and how to refer the students to the proper services

CONGRESS BELIEVE:
ThatMOS are not equipped with the basic skill on how to deal and refer people who might have
a mental illness, a Disability or a medical condition.

CONGRESS FURTHERRBES
That if MOS are equipped with the basic skill it will help the student receive roafpthe right
services as quick as possible.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

The Vice President for Welfare to organise training for MOs in the basic skills for dealing with a
student with a mental iliness, a Disability or a Medical Condition if a difficult situatise and
which are the proper services to which to refer students.

17WEL 11 Accommodation Strategy

CONGRESS NOTES:
That the accommodation strategy was passed in Congress 2016.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES:
That the accommodation strategy must be edited due gidiative changes.
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CONGRESS MANDATES:
The adoption of the USI accommodation strategy with the included edits.

17 WEL 12 Public Health ( Alcohol ) Bill

CONGRESS NOTES:
That USI officially diassiocated from Drinkaware.ie in November 2013

CONGRESS AINBONES:

That the Public Health (Alcohol) Bill is currently being discussed in the Dail and is currently being
lobbied against by the drinks industry which is successfully stalling the introduction of the Bill in
full.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
That the Public Hétn ( Alcohol ) Bill must be introduced in its current full form to protect future
generations and save lives.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The USI President with assistance of the VP Welfare to lobby the government to support
and introduce the bill.

17 WEL 13 USI Health Promoting Strategy:

CONGRESS NOTES:
11/17 WEL 4 mandating the creation of a strategy document in the main areas of work for the VP
Welfare.

CONGRESS APPLAUDS:

The creation of the USI Health Promoting Strategy which encompasses the following strategies:
Mental Health Strategy
Sexual Health Strategy
Physical Health Strategy
Healthy Eating Strategy
Body Confidence Strategy
Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy
Drugs Harm Reduction Strategy
Smoking Cessation Strategy
Gambling Awareness Strategy

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

The importance of having a streamlined strategy

CONGRESS THEREARORBERPORATES THEGW@WING MOTIONS INTETSTRATEGY, WHICH
HAS BEEN PUBLISHED@RDINGLY:

Health:
16/wel 14
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16/wel 13
16/wel 12
16 welll
16 wel 1
. 15/Wel 13
14/wel 4
14/wel 5
14/wel 6
14/wel 8
14/wel 16
13/wel 1
13/wel 2
12/wel 7
13/wel 11
13/wel 13
12/wel 7
. 11/wel 5
Sexual Health:
. 15/wel 9
14/wel 11
13/wel 3
12/wel 3
11/wel6
11/wel 7
10/wel 7
9/wel 1
9/wel 9

CONGRESS MANDATES
The VP Welfare to follow the above-created USI Health Promoting Strategy with a review every 3
years.

17 WEL14Cervical Cancer Awareness

CONGRESS NOTES:
Cervical Cancer is sadly statistically increasing amongst the younger population of women in
Ireland.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
Cervical Cheaklrelands National Cervical Screening Programuoreently provides free smear
tests to women aged between D years of age.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
Although free smear tests are provided for all women over the age of 25, women under this age
may also develop Cervical Cancer.

CONGRESS NOTES WIONCERN:

That women who are under 25 years of age, and who are sexually active (which gives them an
increased risk of contracting cervical cancer), and who may have symptoms or desire a smear
test, currently must pay for it.
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CONGRESS MANDATES:
The USI VP Welfarey tvork with the HSE to develop an awareness campaign on cervical cancer
including the symptoms, risks and how and where to get tests.

CONGRESS ALSO MARBAT
The VP Welfare to lobby the government to lower the age of the first FREE Smear test in order
to detect the early stages of cervical cancer.

17 WEL 15 Student Survey on Perceptions of Consent

CONGRESS NOTES

GKFG 0 w{le {2YSUKAY3AQ {dz2NBS& gl a OF NNASR 2 dzi
sexual contact and levels of reporting, but nbetperception and culture of consent and sexual
misconduct.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES

that in the last 3+ years since the survey was carried out, the topic of consent and sexual

misconduct within Educational institutions has become a larger topic of converdationore

institutions than ever.

CONGRESS BELIEVES

that to truly tackle the issue of sexual misconduct, culture and social norms must be changed.
CONGRESS BELIEVES

GKIFIG dKAA &dzZNBSes AF NBLISFGSR Fd F o ditytdt SNI RFGSE
evaluate campaigns, policies and strategies that they may have implemented and evaluate

whether these have worked in changing social perceptions and norms.

CONGRESS BELIEVES

that this research will better shape campaigns on the topic of conseRtah f t 26 T2 NJ ah Qa

lobby institutions (if required) on the Implementation of consent classes, policies and strategies.

CONGRESSANDATES
the VP Welfare and the VP Equality and Citizenship to investigate the feasibility of such
a survey.

17 WEL 16 Stucent Assistant Fund & SUSI Recipients

CONGRESS NOTES:

The purpose of the Student Assistance Fund is to provide support to fulltime students who may
be experiencing extreme financial difficulties, have experienced a major change of
circumstances or are exgencing extreme personal hardship
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CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
In some third level institutions in Ireland the Student Assistance Fund application process is
closed to those who are in receipt of SUSI.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
VP Equality & Citizenship to work towlarthe Student Assistance Fund being accessible to all
studentsregardless of whethethey are in receipt of SUSI or not across Institutes in Ireland.

17 WEL 17 Key Welfare Campaigns Directory

CONGRESS NOTES
The previous campaign directories desighed R RA & i NA 6 dzi SR 06& LINBJA 2 dza
planning key Welfare Campaigns throughout the year.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES

The time and coordination it takes to organise campaigns which can sometimes be daunting if
they are new to their role.

CONGRE&PPLAUDS

The work done previously by welfare officers in this area.

CONGRESS THEREFGSNDMKTES

The VP Welfare and VP Campaigns to collate a campaign directory to be distributed to welfare
officers with poster and event ideas in the style of previoearsy.

THIS IS TO BE COMHEFOR THE 2ND ONAL COUNCIL OF BHEEAR

17 WEL 18 PrEP Availability in Ireland

CONGRESS NOTES:

Pre-exposure prophylaxis (PrEP) is an important tool in reducing the rate of HIV infections and
that PrEP is not currentvailable in Ireland. PrEP, is a safe and highly effective way for HIV
negative people to prevent HIV.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES:
PrEP is recommended as a prevention option for people at substantial risk of HIV by the World
Health Organization, the US Cent@ysDisease Control and UNAIDS.
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CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

HIV diagnoses are increasing in Ireland, but PrEP offers a way to prevent new transmissions.

Condoms have been our main HIV prevention method for 30 years. While they have been very

successful, thefzave not been enough to stop HIV alone. In 2016 the number of new HIV
RAF3y2a8Sa Ay LNBflIyR gta (KS KAIKSAG SOHSNI NBO2 NF
condoms and other riskeduction approaches, but will be additional tools to help meet the wide

range of needs in the real world.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The VP Equality and Citzenship campaign for teessible introduction of PrEP in Ireland, and
work with advocacy organisations already working in the areap@gupP Dublin.

CONGRESS ALSO MARBAT
The VP Welfare to lobby the HSE and to seek availability of PrEP in Ireland as part of the National
Sexual Health Strategy moving forward.

17 WEL19 Combating Cyberbullying in Third Level

CONGRESS NOTES

The detrimental effect cyberbullying and onlineusle can have on a person and their everyday
lives.

CONGRESS NOTES WONCERN

The increasing amount of time we spend living our lives online, and how easily students may be
attacked online anonymously or otherwise and to have information shared abeut thithout

their permission.

CONGRESS ALSO N@MIEB CONCERN
The rising number of incidents in relation to revenge porn online and the lack of regulation
around the issue.

CONGRESS THEREFOGSNDMTES
USI to adopt a new updated version of the USI Cybkyibg policy which reflects current social
media trends.

CONGRESS THEREFO8E MANDATES
The current USI Cyberbullying policy to be repealed in place of the new Cyberbullying policy.

17 WEL 20 Road Safety

CONGRESS NOTES
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Previous collaborations witthe Road Safety Authority to create awareness of safe driving on
our roads.

CONGRESS NOTES WIONCERN

the rate of fatal accidents among young drivers, and the dangers of driving withessed in the
Southern Region.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES

The importance braising awareness of road safety to students of which many rely on to get to
and from college.

CONGRESS THEREFORIDMTES

The VP Welfare to look into collaborating with organisations such as the Road Safety Authority
in promoting Road Safety to studksn

17 WEL 21 Student Bereavement Support

CONGRESS NOTES

As a result of the autonomous nature of policy making each HEI will have a different approach
with how to deal with bereavement.

CONGRESBHEREFORE OBSERVES
The creation of bereavement policiesthin each HEI.

CONGRESS WELCOMES
The structure that they provide on how each institute handles the death of a student or the
RSIFIOK 2F | a0GdzRSy (i Qa 3Idzr NRAFYKFNRSYR®

CONGRESS NOTES

CKIFIO 0KS {GdzRSy(daQ ! yAaz2y Aa 27T arGystubentsivehdzNOS 2F O+

have suffered a bereavement.

CONGRESS BELIEVES
LG ¢62ddf R 065 6SYSTAOALE F2NJIff aha G2 KI @S

oSH
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CONGRESS THEREFORIDMTES
The VPdr Welfare to find out the best practice of MOs regarding their individual bereavement
policies and come up with a uniformed policy for MOs to use in the case of a bereavement.

CONGRESS ALSO MARBAT
The VP for Welfare to also provide self care infoliorator officers who have to deal with
bereavement within their line of work.

CONGRESS THEREFEREARS
14 Wel 8 to be replaced by Student Bereavement Supports.
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17 WEL 22 Social Inclusion Campaign

CONGRESS NOTES:
Isolation and loneliness are bnissues that affect many students across all institutions in
Ireland.

CONGRESS ACKNOWLEDGE
lLe{! WaAyR , 2dzNl2dltOWNLCOD wSI YIW{ ALY ! [CYR hC ¢9/ 1 bh

[ h
UNIONW. S ¢KSANJ . dZRReQ OF YLI A3y | a oiSthef 3 | adz00S&as
campuses respectively.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
VP Welfare to run a social inclusion campaign where students are encouraged to support each
other at the most basic level of interaction.

Within this campaign, information on appropriate referral sergit®to be included so students
are aware of pathways if an issue is disclosed.

17 WEL 24 Additional Opportunities Available to Post Second Level
CONGRESS NOTES

The pressure placed on Second Level students to gain entry into University and Institutes of
Technology.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
The level of drofout rates amongst first year students at Third Level.

CONGRESS BELIEVES
A lack of career guidance and pressure to have to achieve Third Level contribute to these drop
out rates.

CONGRESS MANDATES

TheMW OS t NBAARSY:Gd F2NJ/FYLIAIya G2 ftAFAAS 6A0K (K
bodies to run a campaign to emphasize the valuable opportunities available from postponing

Third Level education, by means of sampling the world these institutes prsepare people for.
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17 WEL 25 t SNB2YFf {FFSde& /YLl AITY RdzNRAY
CONGRESS NOTES:

Every September vast amount of students enter college for the first time, and find it difficult to

transition from secondary to third level educational life

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
Thatmany students travel or move tfaigger counties/cities and are not familiar with the
surroundings of their new college.

CONGRESS NOTES WIINCERN:
Students are most vulnerable during freshers week, as they are exposedv independence
and environments, such as nightlife etc.

CONGRESS NOTES WRBAT CONCERN:
That there is a lack of active promotion around personal safety for students.

CONGRESS THEREFORIDDKTES:
USI Welfare Officer, to research and develosaNB 2 y I £ al FSGeé OF YLI A3y I RdzN
$5S1aQx GKIFIG OFy ©6S AYLXSYSYGSR AydG2 |ttt dzyA @SNE

17 WEI26 Drug Testing Kits: Awareness and Promotion

CONGRESS NOTES:
Many third level students partake in recreational drug@us

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That students are not exposed to the necessary information or tools/apparatus needed to make
informed choices about drug usage.

CONGRESS NOTES WIONCERN:

That lack of information/ apparatus around drug safety and fear geoimg with students is
resulting in misinformation and putting students at risk. This is why the promotion and
education of drug testing kits is beneficial to all students across the country

CONGRESS MANDATES:

VP Welfare, to circulate information arouddug testing kits and look into the feasibility of
selling them or making them available vigetstudents union.
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17 WEL 27 Stim Room for ASD students

CONGRESS NOTES:

That some students find it hard to concentrate and integrate into the student boiyng

lectures and exams due to environmental sensitivity, such as florescent lighting, overcrowding,
heat temperature and distracting sounds.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That students internationally with conditions such as ASD (autism spectrum disbader)
benefited from stim rooms, which is a low cost resource that can be easily implemented into
universities and institutes across the country.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
VP Equality & Citizenship to investigate the feasibility of implementing this acresfiedles in
the country.

16 WEL Drug Testing Kits

Congress notes
The prevalence of a recreational drugs culture in Third Level Institutes in Ireland, and the deaths
of young people as a result of drug abuse.

Congress also notes
Thestatus quooftheWWdza i {F& b2Q I LIINRIOK G2 GKS dzasS 2F NEF
radical change in recreational drug education is required.

Congress recognises
Policies in other jurisdictions have adopted a damtgétation approach to recreational drug
taking, such as the introduction of piltsting stations, where one may have tablets checked for

purity.

Congress also recognises

That taking recreational drugs is a highly reckless and dangerous activity, that drug testing does
not clarify a drugs potencyrahe presence of impurities, and that the safest action to take is to
never take drugs.

Congress mandates
The VP Welfare to facilitate a feasibility study into the effects, and implications of Drug Testing
Kits being introduced in Third Level colleges.
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16 WEL 2 end grant reform document

Congress Notes

That students who receive a grant through SUSI and progress between levelsiatitheal
Framework of Qualifications (NFQ) are required to reapply for a grant everyhagerogress,
even if they are ppgressing within the one institution. This is as a resul@partment of
Education & Skills policy surrounding data collection.

Congress Regrets
The needless duplication of effort involved as a result of this policy.

Congress Therefore Amends

The GranReform Policy to instruct OfficBoard to campaign for a streamlined process
whereby students progressing through NFQ levels in the same institution are not required to
submit documentation for complete reassessment.

16 WEL 3JSI Financial Representati®alicy

Congress Repeals
Motions 15 WE 24, 15 AAQA 3, and 14 UO 5.

Congress Adopts
The proposed USI Financial Representation Policy

16 WEL 4 Support for student teachers in primary education

Congress notes
The work placements undertaken by student teachpursuing a degree in primary education.

Congress believes
That these placements are invaluable in preparing student teachers pursuing a career in this
sector and that these placements last in effect the full work day in some instances.

Congress therefe mandates
Officer Board to investigate the possibility of these students being provided with a level of
support, subsidy or stipend for their placement work.

16 WEL 6JSI Student Accommodation Strategy:

Congress notes:
The difficulty in recent yeatthat students face in obtaining accommodation and that for many
students, having affordable and-fior-purpose accommodation is a prerequisite for attending
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college. There is alsoreeed to increase student awareness of their rights and responsibilgies a
tenants.

Congress applauds:
The effective lobbying by USI for the governent to introduce a Deposit Retention Scheme and a
further increase on the tax exemption for the Rent A Room Relief Scheme.

Congress adopts:
The USI Student Accommodation Strategy.

Cangress therefore deletes:
9 15/wel 1 Accommodation Strategy
15/wel 5 Rent a Room Relief Scheme
15/wel 8 Student Housing Association
15/wel 11 Full Implementation of Deposit Protection Scheme
15/wel Rent Controls
15/wel 22 Emergency Accommodation
15/wel 23 Laison with Student Acconpmmodation Staff
13/wel 10 International Students Tenancy Disputes
12/wel 2 Student Accommodation
11/wel 8 Student Accommodation Survey
14/NA 6 Accommodation Standards & Availability
Mn b! & ¢SylryidiaQ wiakKia
12 NA 10 National PropgrServices Regulatory Authority
13 EM 1 Property Tax Exemption
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Congress mandate The President ®RdWelfare:

To follow the USI Student Accommodation Strategy and provide support and training to local
2FFAOSNRE (2 Faaarad (Kescommeydatior. fThesteategyJhallb& NB dz3 K 2y
disseminated at the beginning of the year and officers shall endeavour to review the strategy

every 3 years.

16 WEL 8 Organ Donor Cards

Congress Notes:
Organ donor cards are free but not widely available. Many sttedeould be happy to donate
their organs after death but do not have a card due to poor accessibility.

Congress Further Notes:

Many people die while waiting for organ transplants every day. By agreeing to donate organs, a
tragic death can save up to fivigds and provide consolation for the perseioved ones.

Between 200 and 250 lives were saved in Ireland by organ donations and if the number of
people willing to donate organs rises, many more lives can be saved or improved.
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Congress therefore Mandates:
The Vice President Welfare to run a mini informative poster campaign informing students about
the benefits of organ donation and where to get Organ Donor Cards.

Congress further Mandates:
That the Vice President Welfare liaises with the Organ Dsm@soiation and distributes organ
donation cards to all SU offices by the end of April.

That during inductions for first years and incoming students, beginning in September 2016, that
they receive an organ donor card in their welcome pack.

3 years.

16 WEL 1 Health Promotion Week

Congress Notes

That there is an increase in the number of health conditions affecting students while in College
including cancers, viral infections/diseases, ongoing long term illnesses and conditions related to
unhealthy eating/sol habits.

Congress Further Notes:
The healthy living campaigrand mental health campaignand acknowledges tlse campaigis
as being beneficial to students.

Congress Believes:

That the increasef ailmentslike cancers, viral infections, ongoing longnelinesses and
conditions should be addressed as a conaerd that hformation should be disseminated to
members to benefit and engage students .

Congress Mandates:

The VP Campaigns and VP Welfare to work on the Healthy Living Campaign to address the
aforementionedissuesdn relation to health which have increased within the Third Lestablent
demographic.

16 WEL 12 Drug and Harm Reduction Awareness Campaign

Congress Mandates:
The VP Welfare to run a drugs awareness and harm reduction national camigyaihe end of
the first semester.
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16 WEL 13 Gambling Awareness Campaign & Protocol

Congress affirms

Motion 15 WE 25 Gambling, which mandates the VP Welfade/tok with the relevant
organisations to develop a campaign to inform students of the edfe€gambling and
recognising an addictiog.

Congress regrets

That, despite growing studerfinion attentiveness to student gambling addiction, there is a
lack of established protocol for studemion officers for casework related to gambling
addiction

Congress therefore mandates
The VP Welfare to liaise with the relevant organisations to develop a protocol for stadents
union officers to deploy in casework relating to gambling issues.

16 WEL 14 Bereavement

Congress notes:
Each MO has different prototwin the event of a student bereavement occurring, which they
believe to be best practice.

Congress also notes:
The shock and tragic nature that can surround sudden bereavements within the student body
and how it can affect fellow students academic andaéwellbeing.

Congress notes with concern:
That student officers may not be trained to deal with bereaved students in tragic cases that may
arise.

Congress also notes with concern:
That it may be a very stressful and difficult time for student officéss @ho may struggle to
cope in these extreme situations.

Congress therefore mandates:
The VP Welfare to create a set of guidelines for officers as a support and referral guide on how
best to deal with Student bereavement in supporting bereaved studerdsfa@mselves.

Congress also mandates:
The VP Welfare to coordinate a training event on bereavement for all officers annually before
the academic year commences.

16 WEL 15 Migration free fees residency criterion

Congress notes
That between 2008 and 2014eland had an estimated total net migration rate of 141,000 and
that within this figure almost 70,000 falls within the-28 age bracket.
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Congress believes

It is the shame of successive governments, in particular the governments in office between 2007
and 2015, that ambivalence towards mass emigration has made it in effect a political tool to
offset unemployment.

Congress notes
The free fees scheme contains a residency criterion that an applicant must be resident in an EEA
state for three of the five yearprior to starting a course, in order to be eligible.

Congress believes
That this criterion creates a disincentive for migrant families wanting to return to Ireland by
imposing an excessive finaatburden to their access to higher level education étaind.

Congress therefer
Mandates as policy that USI is in favour of the abolishment of this criterion under this
circumstance.

Congress mandates

USIOfficer Boardin particular the VP AAQA and VP Equality & Citizenship, to campaign for the
abolishmen of the criterion and to report back to National Councibbinually on the progress

of this campaign.

16 WEL 1BtudentStatus and Department of Social Protection

Congress Notes

That the social protection system at present is undergoing extensive chavitiech are having

many impacts of those within the system. Furthermore, Congress identifies that a lack of
training, or awareness is evident around students who present themselves to the Department of
Social Protection with a recent case in UCC highlibatsone Community Welfare Officer

a0l GSR a2K @2dz2QNB | aiddzRSyd ¢KFd R2 L R2 @A
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only subject to certain schemes.

Cangress Further Notes,

A case in UCC where a mature student took a deferral on medical basis and due to a erroneous

decision by the CWO was not best suited to have dealt with the issue. Due to the error the

student in question was forced to decide onwheltie 2 1 SSLI I NR2F 20SNJ G KSA
were not eligible to maintain a secondary payment of rent alliance on illness benefit after they

returned from their deferral year. Ultimately they had to decide whether to drop out of college

or not.

Congress Beves

A scenario where students are misplaced within the system which has a direct implication on
their education and living costs which in turn could force them under the living standards of the
EU, and forcing theme to consider becoming homeless ifiyataacceptable and the
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Department should take responsibility for the errors made, but further deliver appropriate
training for the protection of students.

Congress Mandates

OfficerBoard to lobby the Minister for Social Protection athe Minister forEcucation and

Skills to ensure both departments liaise in order to deliver efficient training and services to
ensure students who may have returned to education are met by Community Welfare Officers
trained specially in the area of students who may be iméigeducation.

Congress Further Mandates

OfficerBoard to lobby the relevant government departments to ensuegjardless of schemes
thatoncestudentstatus2 y LINB &Sy dF dA2y 2F R20dzYSyidal A2y FTNRY
is presentedthen a studat tag is applied to the case of the student in question.

16 WEL 1&udent Personal Safety Research

Congress notes:
The importance in educating students on safety and personal safety whilst on and off campus.

Congress recognises:
The need for researcio develop a campaign and training for students and officers alike in the
area of personal safety that is safety focused and not victim blaming.

Congress mandates:
The VP Welfare to conduct research in consultation with external expert groups and
organisaions in the area of personal safety.

Congress further mandates:
The VP welfare to bring a report to national council on completion of the research.

2015 EMERGENCY MOTIONS
15 EM WEL Drinks Campaign

Congress notes:
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The recent events surrounding the Digge F dzy RS R
Congress declares:

That Congress has no confidence in public bodies advocating on the issue of alcohol misuse and
abuse which are funded by the drinks industry.

Congress calls:

On all public health and education bodies whaositthis board to resign from this board and to
no longer support this model.
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Congress mandates the USI President:

¢2 OFYLI ATy |3IFLAyad GKAEA 02Reé Www2fS az2RSfaqQ | yR
model.

15 WE2 Student assistance fund

USI Gngress Notes:
The importance of the Student Assistance Fund (SAF), the role it plays in supporting students
across the country, and how quickly it runs out in many HEI's around the country.

USI Congress further Notes:
¢KS {!'C a.Sai tRIOMSPE ENMEEGINRGIESY o6& ! {LO

USI Congress Notes with Concern:
The high volume of SAF motions currently on the policy manual.

USI Congress hereby deletes:
14 /Wel 7,13/ Wel 8, 13/ Wel 9,12/ Wel 1, 11/ Wel 13

USI Congress therefore Mandates:
That the President and Vice President for Welfare campaign for increased funding for the SAF
scheme, and lobby against any cutbacks to the fund.

USI Congress further Mandates:

The Vice President for Welfare to provide briefing to all MO's on all aspecth®fSAF, and
seek representation on all committees relating to SAF on their campuses, and to also
continually lobby the HEA to redraft the guidelines for the SAF and to include
recommendations to increase efficiency of systems.

15 WE 3 Consent

Congress pplaudsthe success of sexual health and empowerment campaigns such as SHAG
week, which promotes a healthy attitude towards sex with a holistic approach.

Congress agreethat while sexual consent is included as a part of SHAG week, it is time that
the USlrolled out a comprehensive national student consent campaign separately.

Congress Mandatethat the Vice President for Welfare, Campaigns and Equalities and
Citizenship create a national consent campaign. That is gender neutral in approach and
separate b SHAG week.
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Congress Further Mandatdhe USI President and Vice President for Welfare to actively lobby
and campaign for mandatory consent classes or workshops to be delivered to every single
class within the third level education system in their firsemester of college.

15WE 4 AntBullyng Policy

Congress Notes
The lack of policy and awareness in the area of bullying in Third Level.

Congress further Notes
That bullying can present in many different ways and in various aspects of student life
including, but not limited to in class, accommodation and through social media.

Congress affirms
USI Cyberbullying Policy as passed by Congress in 2013

Congress mandates

The Vice President for Welfare develop an Afullying Policy that would take into
consideration USI Cyberbullying policy and assist local officers in following through with its
recommendations and action points.

15WE 9 Sexual Héa Awareness and Guidance Week

Congress notes
That five percent of Irish 1-§ear-olds will leave secondargchool without any formal sexual
health education, according to the Durex Sexual Wellbeing Global Survey, 2012.

Congress further notes
The need to educate students on all aspects of sexual health when they first enter third level.

Congress mandates
The Vce President Welfare to endeavour to hold Sexual Health Awareness week in the first
semester.

15WE 10 Update USI Physical He@tthtegy

Congress notes
The USI Physical Health strategy is due to expire in 2015.
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Congress further notes
The importanceon USI having a Physical Health Strategy and need to update strategies that
are due to expire.

Congress mandates
The Vice President Welfare to work with various bodies like Student Sport Ireland to create a
new Physical Health strategy.

15WE 12 Motiorto provide training and contacts to deal with
Issues regarding BTEA

Congress notes
The number of mature students who rely on the back to education allowance.

Congress further notes
That SU officers may be-#quipped to deal with the problems arisingniapplying for and
receiving BTEA.

Congress Mandates
The VP Welfare to organise training for SU Officers on dealing with casework relating to BTEA.

Congress Further Mandates
The VP Welfare to set up a contact within the Department of Social Protectior tzen be
dzZaSR o0& {! 2FFAOSNEQ ¢KSyYy NBaz2f g@gAy3a AaadsS oAlGK

15WE 13 Mental Health Awareness

Congress acknowledges

¢ KS adz00Saa 2F YSydalf KSFf{GK FgFNBySaa G§KNRdAzAK
campaigns which have a significant focus on falixto someone about mental health and an

AYRA QA RUEING. Q& 6 St €

Congress notes
That although talking is a crucial message to the campaigns, some individuals require the use
of Anti-depressants or AntAnxiety medication etc.

Congress Further notes

Thatthe lack of information around the use of medication can lead to stigmatisation of
individuals who use medication for mental health issues and can cause a great deal of distress
for individuals who have the use of medication suggested to them upon presanto a GP on

a mental health issue.
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Congress therefore mandates
The VicePresident for Welfare to include information on the use of medication in relation to
mental health issues as part of their egoing mental health campaigns.

15WE 14 Barrier Freecfess to Support Services

Congress notes:
The importance of supports services for students of our institutions which provide support in
the areas of physical and mental health.

Congress further notes:
That these support services are of vital importanae $tudents in the context of the
prevalence of mental health and emotional difficulties among our members.

Congress therefore mandates:

That the VP Welfare would lobby for the provision of, as far as is possible, barrier free access
to support services (g. health centres, counselling, etc.) on campus and would invest
appropriately therein.

15WEL 15 Sexu@lonsent Awareness and Training

Congress notes

There are many incidences of sexual harassment or assault that occur on campuses right

acrossthe2 dzy G NE® { SEdzl f KINJ} &aavyYSyid A& o0SKIFGA2dzNI (KI
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(a) Unwanted sexual comments (including comments about your body or private life);
(b) Unwelcome sexual invitations, inuendoes and offensive gestures;
(c) Wolf whistling, catcalling or offensive sexual noises;
(d) Groping, pinching or smacking of your body;
(e) Having your skirt or top lifted without consent;

(f) Someone exposing their sexual organs to you without consent.

Congres is aware

That there is no current form of consent training being provided to students in Ireland. As a
consequence, there is a culture in thievel institutions where unwanted sexual contact and
harassment has become normalised and is seen as an aabéppart of the college
experience for many students.

Congress believes
1. That all students have the right to be, and feel, safe on campus.

2. That sexual harassment can cause serious distress and have a seriously detrimental effect
2y LIS2Lbeh@a oSt f
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no longer seen as acceptable.

Congress notes

That a form of conset training was provided to Freshers on a trial basis in Oxford University,
Cambridge University, and a number of other institutions in the UK, and that USI should learn
from this.

Congress mandates

The VP Equality and Citizenship, in consultation with Welfare, to endeavour to run consent
training for SUs, so that all sabbatical officers are educated about sexual harassment and
assault, and are trained to deal with reports of sexual harassment and assault more effectively
and sensitively.

Congress furtlr mandates

VP Equality and Citizenship, in consultation with VP Welfare, Cosc and any other relevant
bodies, to design and implement a programme of consent training to be delivered during
orientation/Freshers Week.

15WE 16 Students with Learning Disted

USI Congress Notes:
The excellent work done by USI in the area of representation for students with disabilities.

USI Congress further Notes:
That, in the past, campaigns regarding students with disabilities have tended to focus
primarily on students with physical disabilities.

USI Congress notes with Regret:
The lack of attention which has been paid during this campaigning to students with learning
disabilities, such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, autism, etc.

USI Congress further noteglwConcern:

That, for students with learning disabilities, services in third level institutes can be sorely
lacking in some cases, thus placing a great barrier between such students and their access to
education.

USI Congress Reaffirms:
That every stu@nt has a right to access to thirtbvel education.

USI Congress Mandates:

The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship and The Vice President for Welfare to run a
campaign before the end of October in each academic year to inform students with any
disability what support services should be available to them.

15WE 18 OPPOSITION TO THE PRIVITISATION OF BUS ROUTES

100



Congress notes with concern:
Government plans to open up a number of bus routes in Dublin Bus and Bus Eireann to private
providers.

Congres also notes:

CKFEG f2y3aSNI O2YYdziSa KI@S I aSNAR2dzate yS3alFaAgs
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Congress affirms:
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Congress notes with concern:
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and public transport is lacking in comparison to most of the rest of Europe.

Congress mandates:

USI to express its oppositioto further privatisation of public transport roots and that rather,

the VP Welfare should arrange for a policy position and campaign that seeks to increase state
run, studentoriented transport services.

An update should be provided for the August 2015 Metal Council.

15WE 19 Student Bereavement

Congress Notes
Many Students who suffer from bereavement during their time in college can have effect on
their mental health, finances and academic performance.

Congress therefore mandates
The VP for Welfare tao-ordinate a campaign with literature that provides support, advice
and support services to students who are suffering from bereavement.

Congress also mandates
The USI VP for Welfare to provide training to Welfare Officers to support students in this
postion as well as providing links to organisations who work in the area of bereavement.

15WE 20 USI Grant Reform Policy

Congress Approves:
The adoption of the USI Grant Reform Polic{See www.usi.ie)

15WE 21 Higher Education Authority Core AccesstGra
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Congress Notes

That the Access Grant, used for the Student Assistance Fund (SAF) and Student Disabilities
Fund (SDF), is awarded by the Higher Education Authority (HEA), and that there are no strict
guidelines as to how this funding is used.

Congress-urther Notes
The lack of guidelines from the HEA, has led to a lack of transparency as to how the Access
Fund is divided between the SAF and SDF, and also in relation to how the funding is spent.

Congress Believes
That there should be specific guideliseset in place by the HEA, as to how Institutes allocate
funding from the Access Grant to the SAF and to the services supported by the SDF.

Congress Mandates
The President through their Chair on the HEA, to seek a full review of the Access Grant.

Congres$urther Mandates

The President through their chair on the HEA, to seek the implementation of stricter
guidelines surrounding the spending of the Core Access Grant and report their findings to
National Council.

15WE 25 Gambling

Congress notes

The addictve nature of gambling and how easily accessible gambling can be with
development of apps such as Paddy Power and close proximity of betting outlets to third
level campuses.

Congress notes with concern

Evidence of gambling that is frequently appearing bank statements through Student
Assistance Fund Applications and the number of students who are faced with growing debt
problems due to gambling.

Congress further notes

In an article on the Irish Examiner last March, Paul Mullins of Aiseiri, warns #mong

under-25s, as many as 90% start gambling on a handheld device. The alarming aspect of online
gambling is that it reverses the trend of normal gambling given that it is overwhelmingly
dominated by those under 25.

The Institute of Public Health saiits studies indicated that gambling among young people
was thought to be three times more prevalent than those aged over 21 yegastrend
entirely attributed to online sites.

Congress Mandates
The Vice President for Welfare to work with the relevant amgsations to develop a campaign
to inform students of the effects of gambling and recognising an addiction.
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14WEL1 UPDATE USI ALCOHOL POLICY

Congress notes

The motion passed, without objection, at USI National Council in November 20413 e¢tased
all workings with Drinkaware.ie and MEAS.

Congress believes

USI should only work with independent experts on alcohol awareness and should be proactive
on this issue.

Congress acknowledges
USI Alcohol Policy 202015
Congress mandates

The \ice President for Welfare to work with various bodies including Alcohol Action Ireland and
Alcohol Forum to update the USI Alcohol Policy.

Congress also mandates

The Vice President for Welfare to include proposed actions on pricing, availability and
markS G Ay 3 GNF AYyAy3 | YR &dzZLJJ2 NI agtdrdbniadaiional { (G dzRSy {
alcohol awareness campaign. This must be completed before November 2014.

14WEL 2 SMOKING CESSATION

Congressiotes:

That smoking levels in Ireland, although decmegsremain at around 23% for young adults and
7,000 people die from smoking related disease every year.
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Congress further ates:

The current trend in some public institutes to ban smoking on their premise. Whilst this may
help deter some smokers, currergsearch shows that many smokers report they would rather
quit smoking completely.

Congressffirms:
That it is best practice to provide evidenbased and approved methods of smoking cessation.
Congressnandates

The Vice President for Welfare to worlthvall relevant bodies in the promotion of smoking
cessation to students across both Ireland and Northern Ireland. The Vice President should
present plans of this campaign by November 2014.

14WEL 3 CASEWORK TRAINING

Congress notes
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Congress further notes

The need for training and support throughout the year when handling large number of
individual cases.

Congress mandates

The Vice President for Welfare, in consultatisith other members of Officer Board, to organise
AYyiSyardS OFaSég2N] GNIAYyAy3a F2N {GdzZRSydaQ ! yiazy
referral, role plays, data protection and managing casework records. This training must be

completed before &tember each year.

14WEL4  APPLIED SUICIDE INTERVENTIONTRAINISG (ASIST) FOR
{¢!59b¢{Q 'bLhb hCCL/ 9w{

Congress notes

According to the CSO figures, there were 507 suicides registered in 2012 or 11 per 100,000 of
the population.

Congresdelieves

9PSNE2YS KIa F NRfS (2 Lile Ay adzA OARS LINBGSyliA:
with the skills to intervene in a possible suicide if it arises. The more people who feel confident

and willing to explore possible signs of suicide risk@ogide support and help, the more lives

could be saved.
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Congressicknowledges

ASIST, the twday interactive workshop in suicide firaid that is highly beneficial. It
encourages honest, open and direct talk about suicide as part of preparing peqplavide
suicide first aid.

Congressicknowledges

CKFG ALISOATAO !''{L{¢ F2NI {(dzRSyiGaQ 'yAzy 2FFAOSNE
2013.

Congressnandates

The Vice President for Welfare to organise Applied Suicide Intervention Skiliag (ABIST)
SIFOK @SIFNJI F2NJ {ddzRSyiaQ '!yAz2y hFTFFAOSNARA® ¢KAAa Ydz

14WEL6  AVAILABILITY OF COUNSELNARIERD LEVEL EDUCATION

Congressiotes:

A study commissioned by the Institute of Guidance Counsellors that foubdakg have
significantly reduced the time available for etieone student counselling in schools.

Congressotes with concern

Reports from Welfare Officers, that waiting lists for an appointment with Counselling services
are at least two weeks with somstudents waiting up to 6 weeks in extreme cases and also the
increasing numbers of students reporting mental health issues.

Congresgurther notes:

That there is an embargo on hiring of more public sector staff and that many Institutes may not
be able toafford to hire more counselling staff either.

Congressnandates

The Vice President for Welfare to lobby the relevant bodies including the Minister for Disability,
Equality, Mental Health and Older People to lift the embargo on the hiring of counssthiffign
Higher Education Institutes and for increased funding to be given specifically for the provision of
adequate Counselling services to all Third Level Students either through the direct employment
of more Counsellors or in purchasing external collimgesession hours.

14 WEL 7 STUDENT ASSISTANCE FUND

Congress notes
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The importance of the Student Assistance Fund (SAF) and the role it plays to support students in
hardship across the countr3

Congress notes with concern

How quickly the SAF hasn out in many Higher Education Institutions around the country
aK2gAy3d GKS AYyONBIFIaSR adNIAYy 2y addRSyidaQ FAYy!l y

Congress affirms

That with the current plight of student finances across the country, the current allocation of
funds to studem hardship is not fit for purpose.

Congress mandates

That the President and the Vice President Welfare to campaign for increased funding for the SAF
scheme, and to update National Council in August 2014.

14WEL9 STUDENTS IN REMOTE AREAS
Congress obgees:

That many colleges have courses in which students can be based in remote areas for much of
the duration of their course.

Congress believes

That students in rural areas can feel a sense of isolation and issues such as mental health,
alcohol abuse red road safety can be prevalent among students in these areas.

Congress further believes

CKFEG AG OFy 0SS RATFTFAOdA G F2NJ ahQa (2 NBFOK (KSa-
many of the campuses where these students rhaybased are far frornentral student support
services and local support services.

Congress applauds:

That some organisations have made efforts to tackle the above issues in rural communities i.e.
Headstrong have set up Jigsaw Centres in communities in many parts of Ireland.

Congress believes

That there should be more focus put on supporting our students in remote areas and
communities

Congress mandates

¢tKS A0S t NBaARSYy(l F2NI2StFIFINB YR wSAA2ylf +AO0¢
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out to these students.

106



14WEL 10 WATER SAFETY

Congress observes

That many students and young people are not aware of water safety and the harms of
swimming or activity, in and aroundhgupervised open waters.

Congress notes with regret

¢KS G2GFf ydzZYoSNJ 2F RNBGYyAYyIQEa AY HAMH 6SNB wmnT¢

There were many more in 2013 due to the hot weather during the summer months.

Congress applauds

The work ofrish Water Safety in promoting water safety and local Civil Defense groups in the
emergency response service they provide.

Congress mandates

The Vice President for Welfare to run a water safety nhti@mpaign on water safety in
promoting water safety andwareness.

14WEL 11 MORNING AFTER PILL

Congress notes:

The cost of the Morning After Pill is currently unregulated here in Ireland, and prices vary hugely
throughout counties, cities, towns and pharmacy chains in Ireland.

Congress further notes
Geth y3 GKS Y2NYyAy3 ! FGSNItAtft OFy asSid e2dz ol O]
Congresdelieves:

That a standard, maximum price should be set for the Morning After Pill, so that women are
aware of how much the drug will cost them irrespectivevbere they live.

Congress therefore mandates

The VP Welfare to engage with other groups who are campaigning for maximum pricing for
emergency contraception, including the RBadductive Health campaign, with the aim of
setting a national maximum pricerfemergency contraceptian

14 WEL 14 CONTINUITY OF THE HEAR ACCESS PROGRAMME

Congress notes:
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The continued excellent work of the Access Service within third level higher education. Through

the Higher Education Access Route (HEAR), the Access Se@vigfat SISAQ RAAONBGAZ2Y X
aF 00Saa INIyié¢ (2 addzRSyidaz yR Ffaz2 Ffft2g¢a &adidz
Fund (SAF). While the Access Scheme is allocated funding from the SAF, Access students can

chose to apply for the Access Sclee8AF finance support or for the general SAF finance support

(this finance support is usually larger).

Congress further notes:

The lack of structure, continuity and shared information amongst colleges and institutes
nationally in relation to their accesghemes, and particularly their distributions and allocating
of access SAF funds.

Congress further notes:

The lack of dialogue within USI in relation to the Higher Education Access Route and information

@At ofS G2 St SO0 S Rve§idrdiényoihe BighernfEduagion NaBdsINGE & Sy i | (
Route and access schemes.
Congress mandates:

That the USI Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance, along with the USI Vice
President for Welfare, to investigate the Access Scheme on anaht&vel and to prepare a
report for National Council in December 2014.

Congress further mandates:

The USI President to ensure that a workshop in relation to the Higher Education Access Route
619! w0 (1F1Sa LXFOS Fyydzatte G {GdzRSydaQ | yAzy

14WEL 16 STUDENT SUICIDE

Congress notewith regret:
¢tKS O2yliAydzat f2aa 2F aGdRSyiQa tA@Sa G2 adzi OARS
Congress notes

The importance of local officers in the support structure for students who have experienced
bereavement and who are contemplating takingithown life by suicide.

Congress further notes
The importance of comprehensive training in bereavement support for local officers.
Congress mandates

The VP for welfare to ensure that Safetalk training are offered to all Welfare Officers and any
other officer who wish to avail of such training by September before students return to college.
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13 WEL14 SEXUAL VIOLENCE
READOPTED CONGRESS,201TH AMENDMENTSGLUDED). EXPIRBESIGRESS 2019

Congress notes
That the Vice-President for Equalitgnd Citizenship has worked closely with the

Centre for the Prevention of Domestic, Sexual and GeBdsed Violence (Cosc). This
NBfFTGA2YAKALI g1 & AyadNdzySyart Ay GKS O2YLAT I GAZ2)Y
{2YSUGKAY3IQ & dzNI Sieénces yftidence.il dzZRSy 1a Q SELIS

Congress highly commends

The initiativestaken and work being conducted on sexual assault preventioreazdeness
raising around issues of consent in a number of Member Organisasipasifically in the form
2T (0KS W52@E0I0YSLIAKT YWD Ddz

Congressbelieves that
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campaign is particularly powerful and effective because it uses language thagdted at
potential perpetrators rathethan language that contributes to victim blamiagd rape culture.

Congressnandates
The VicePresident for Equality and Citizenship to work with Member Organisatitons

coordinate a national campaign on sexual assault prevention and awarexiess®gW { | &
{2YSOUKAY3IQ &adzNBSeé +yR ¢g2dzZ R LINBTSNawahnde Kl @3S 'y ¢
issues of consent. This campaign should be informed by the results of tiredu&lon and
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orientation periods in higher education institutions. This campaign shalgo be as inclusive as
possible of all genders and sexualities

Congress further mandates

The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship and all members of USI Officet®eastire
that any campaigns conducted by USI on area of sexual violent¢keugppropriate language
and never contribute to culture of victim blaming or rape culture.

12WEL3  SEXUAL HEALTH WEB SITE

Congressotes:

There is large amount of paper material distributed in conjunction with sexual hesttpaigrs.

Congress recognizes
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The lack of a onstop shop for sexual health informati@md support services on line
Congress mandates the Welfare Vice President

To develop an alhclusive web site which will contain relevant information about sexual
health that can be used in conjunction with sexual health campaigns.

Motion shall apply for 3 years

12WEL4 ALCOHOL ABUSE

Congress notes

That alcohol consumption in Ireland doubled between 1970 and 2003, one the largest increases
in the world during that paod (Byrne, 2010).

Congress recognises

Though consumption has fallen slightly since 2003, Irish consumption at 13.4 litres of pure
alcohol per person is the second highest in the OECD (Mongan, 2007).

Congress notes with concern

That the increase in alcohconsumption has caused a corresponding increase in alcohol related
harms in Irish society, including alcohol related accidents and illnesses, alcohol related crime,
alcohol related domestic abuse and alcohol related absences from work (Hope, 2008).

Congess understands

That the Department of Health (Rol) and the Department of Health, Social Services and Public
Safety (NI) have held a North South conference on alcohol misuse in January to explore some of
the common issues in relation to the alcohol cuéwn both sides of the border. Both

Departments recognizing the scope for sharing information and evidence based material, on an
all-island basis, in a number of areas including the tackling of alcohol abuse.

Congress believes

That the issue of alcohabuse significantly impacts on the welfare of our members.
Furthermore, that we as representatives; entrusted with protecting the interests our members,
should be proactive in addressing the issue of alcohol abuse.

Congress mandates the President, the &ieresident for Welfare

To engage with the Department of Health (Rol), the Department of Health, Social Services and
Public Safety (NI), before July 2013 in addressing the issue of aiiniza.

12WELS5 EXAM STRESS PACKS

Congress notes

That many studets experience, incidences of elevated stress and angietyndthe
examination period.
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Congress notewith concern

¢KS ' FFS0G&a 2F AyONBlI&aSR aiNBaa yR YyEASGe 2y
wellbeing, and the subsequent impact on their exaation performance.

Congress congratulates

The Welfare Officer and members of Officerboard for their hard work in tacking issues
ddZNNR dzy RAy3 &aiGdzRSyidaQ LKeaAlOltX YSyidarfs FyR Syz2
Congress believes

That students should be provided with adede support and guidance around the issue of

stress and anxiety, including how to diagnose the condition, what affects it has on students,

what self help techniques are recommended, and general management advice.

Congressnandatesthe Vice President for Wéare:

¢t2 RS@OSt2LJ yR &a2dz2NOS I+ aidiNBaa LI Ol FYyR o060221fSi

and summer exams. These should be available for December 2012.

12WEL6 DRINK RESPONSIBLY CAMPAIGN
Congress notes

Thatalcohol consumption has increassdbstantially in the past number of years and
Ireland now consumes more alcohol per adult than most of its European counterparts.

Congress is saddened

By the linkages drawn between alcohol and related harm, with reference to a report by the
HSE in 2008ncluding; injuries, hospital admissions, mortality, driving, street violence,
domestic violence, and road injuries.

Congress applauds

The Welfare Officer for engaging with Drink Aware, and other related groups in creating
awareness about excessiviea@hol consumption, and promoting the responsible
consumption of alcohol.

Congress believes
That the issue of alcohol abuse significantly impacts on the welfare of our members.
Congress further believes

That as studentepresentatives we should be pro@ve in creating awareness around the
issue of excessive alcohol consumption, and campaign for responsibility in this area.

Congress mandates the Vice President for Welfare
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To develop and implement a USI National Drink Responsibly Campaign befof&E3uly 2
and to carry out same on an annual basis thereafter in order to create awareness around
alcohol consumption rates, and encourage its responsible consumption.

12WEL7 SUICIDE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN
Congress notes:

The level of work the previol¥elfare Officer has put into the Mental Health Campaignthe
student population.

Congress also notes

The difficulty in designing a campaign or highlighting the issue of suicide prevention/awareness
which is not threatening to students.

Congress recognise
That suicide remains a key issue for students.
Congress therefore mandates

The Welfare Officer to organise, design and run a National Suicide Prevention Catingiign
would be rolled out right across the Country on a Specific Day.

12WEL9 PHYSICAL AETH STRATEGY FOR USI
Congress notes

11/WEL 02 mandating the creation of a USI Physical Health Strategy.
Congress therefore adopts the proposed

USI Physical Health Strategy 22115

Congressnandates

The Welfare Vice President to both follow the USidrtal Health Strategy and assist local
officers in following through with its recommendations by disseminating the strategy at the
start of the year as well as providing support and training throughout the year.

This motion should apply for three years

12WELL0 ALCOHOL POLICY FOR USI

Congress notes
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11/ Wel 4 mandates the creation of strategy documents in the main areas of work for the
welfare officer, including sexual health, finance, physical health, accommodattmmnol
awareness, substancédase and any others that are appropriate.

Congress therefore adopts the proposed

USI Alcohol Policy 202015

Congress therefore detes.

11/ Wel 11 Anti Social Behavior Campaign
10/ Wel 3 Student and Alcohol

10/ Wel 8 AntiSocial Behavior

09/ Wel 8 DrugAwareness

09/ 13 Alcohol Awareness Campaign
Congressnandates the Welfare Vice Presiden

To both follow the USI Alcohol Policy and assist local officers in following through with its
recommendations and action points by disseminating the policy at the ctéhe year as well
as providing support and training throughout the year.

This motion should apply for three years

12WELL3 SUBSTANCE ABUSE

Congress notes
That substance abuse is a growing problem in Irish society.

Congress further notes:

09/Wel5 ¢ Counselling Service and 09/Wet ®rug awareness mandates as these demonstrate

the need for a formulated strategy document to be created in the area of substance abuse.
Congress mandates the glfare Vice President:

To create a Substance abuse stgtelocument that would contain information in relatiom

drug awareness, campaigns, how to combat addictions and other items deemed essential to be

included by welfare working group. Appropriate training should be provideWigifare Officers
over the sunmer period so they can handle cases in this area.

This motion shall apply till December 2012.

12WEL14 EXAM STRESS CAMPAIGN

Congress notes:
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The work that MOs put into Exam Stress Campaigns across the Country in the run up to
Exams.

Congress furthenotes:

The lack of support on a National Level to the roll out of these Campaigns and the lack of an
overall Exam Stress Campaign.

Congress mandates the VP/South, VP/BMW and the Welfargo®x:

To investigate the possibility of sourcing the material, ¥t @ Ay 3 Iy R RA &0 NA o0 dzi A
{GNB&aa t+014Q (2 GKS aha lf2y3 6AGK I NBA2dND!
services for the students.

11WEL1l LEGAL ISSUES

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The regularity with which local welfare officers enctemsituations with legal ambiguity
e.g. cases involving sexual, physical abuse, accommodation issues etc

Congress further notes

Often welfare officers feel underequipped to deal with or are unaware of their legal
responsibilities in these situations.

Corgress therefoe mandates the Welfare Officer

To liaise with relevant organisations to produce a legal factsheet on the situations that
frequently arise throughout a typical Academic year. The Welfare Officer should also
provide training if necessary onrtain legal aspects as requested by welfare working group.

Congress notes

It is not possible for this factsheet to be exhaustive or to be equivalent to legal advice, but
all efforts should be made to be as comprehensive as possible.

11WEL2 PHYSICAL HHA

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The lack of mandates and policy on the issue of students and physical health.
Congress notes with concern

The tendency of young people to sacrifice physical health for academic achievement
through lack of sleep, lack ekercise and poor diet.

Congress further notes
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with their education.
Congress therefore mandates the welfare officer
To design a strategy document on phgsicealth, making reference to the following:
- Stress Management
- Access to healthcare
- Awareness of prevalent illnesses
- Cost and value for money of student gyms
- Availability of norcompetitive sport
- Diet and nutrition
- Sports Clubs
- Training at UOS for welfawofficers
- Relevance of physical health to mental health.
- Body image and eating disorders

This document should incorporate relevant mandates from the USI Policy Manual.

11WEL4 WELFARE STRATEGY DOCUMENTS

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

The usefulness @& coherent, streamlined strategy in areas such as mental health, sexual health,
finance etc

Congress further notes
The lack of coherent, streamlined USI policy in these areas bar mental health.
Congress therefore mandates the Welfare officer

To create sategy documents in the main areas of work for the welfare officer, including sexual
health, finance, physical health, accommodation, alcohol awareness, substance abuse and any
others that are appropriate. This work should be done in conjunction withaneeifzorking

group and any other appropriate outside organisations.

These strategies should incorporate relevant mandates from the USI Policy Manual. These
documents should be brought for preliminary approval to National Council.

Congress further mandatesie Welfare Officer
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To bring these documents forward to the nearest Congress for ratification.

11WELS USI MENTAL HEALTH STRATEGY

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

08/WEL 5 mandatinthe creation of a USI Mental Health Strategy.
Congress applauds

The cretion of Student Lives, Minds and Wellbeig@he USI Mental Health Strategy 2010
2013.

Congress therefore deletes:

09-WEL 1& Free Pack

09/ WEL & Headsup

09/WEL 6Mental Health Campaign
09/WEL &; Counselling Services
09/WEL 4 Mental Health Informabn
Congress Mandates the Welfare Officer

To both follow the USI Mental Health Strategy and assist local officers in following through with
its recommendations by disseminating the strategy at the start of the year as well as providing
support and trainig throughout the year.

11WEL6 MORNING AFTER PILL

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes

09/ WEL 1 Congress mandates:

The USI Welfare Officer to-@pdinate with relevant groups to provide more comprehensive
information on the different forms of EC. USI OffiBeard to campaign for the introduction of
'over-the-counter' emergency contraception for people over the age of 17, as this is the age of
consent.

Congress emphasises

That people are entitled to complete control over their sexual reproduction and fertind
that freer availability of ECs in Ireland is essential to this intrinsic right.

Congress therefore welcomes
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The recent decision by a leading pharmacy chain to sell the morning after pill over the counter.
Congress also welcomes

Moves by the IristPharmacyJnion to emulate this initiative in 1800 of their member
pharmacies.

Congress therefore mandates the USI Welfare Officer

To continue to work with relevant organisations to ensure that the mandate from 09/WEL 1 is
fulfilled.

The USI Welfare Oftic to work to make EC affordable and accessible to all who need it.

11WEL/ EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTIVE PILL INFORMATION CAMPAIGN

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress welcomes

The introduction of the Morning After Pill (MAP) over the counter by Boots Pharmacies in the
Republic of Ireland from January 12th 2011.

Congress notes

That the Morning After Pill does play a role in the decrease of the amount of pregnancies among
female students.

Congress further notes

That many students are unaware of how the MAP works, vitherbest time is to take it and
the issues involved in taking it.

Congress therefore mandates the Welfare Officer

To run an information campaign about the Morning After Pill and to make it an integral part in
future S.H.A.G campaigns.

11WELS a9 b QALTH 9

Congress notes

The good work that the USI Welfare Officer and local Welfare Officers do in promoting positive
mental, physical and sexual health amongst all students.

Congress mandates the USI Welfare Officer

¢2 F2N¥Y | Ay ¢ Fdaum lraldnd) Bnd otleeSgyo@pa asso8dtet! itk

LINEY2GAYy3d o0SGGOGSNI gl NBySaa 2F YSyQa KSIFfGK A&adz
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Congress further mandates the USI Welfare Officer

To then use these links to provide campaign material, training and advice to welfare officers on
how bestto improve awareness of these issues to male students.

11WEL105hb Q¢ 2! [Y I ha9 !'[hb99 /!lat!LDDb

Congress notes

The success of the "Don't walk home alopafmpaigrthat has be run on a number of colleges
throughout the county but most notable GMIT.

Congess acknowledges

The importance in educating our student to be safe when on nights out and they should take
precautions to protect themselves

Congress therefore mandates the Welfare Officer and the Area Officers

To bring thissampaigrto a national leveand toinvestigate if the "cab now, pay later" initiative
canbeA YL SYSYGSR I ONeraa Ittt t20Ff /hQao

11WEL12 MONEY MANAGEMENT AWARENESS

Congress notes
The continuing financial strain that is being placed on families and students at this difficult time
Congress further notes

With these hard times, many students are withdrawing from third level college due to financial
difficulties.

Congress therefore mandates the Welfare Officer

To run a Money management awareness week and to also publish a finguidialto aid
students with their budgeting problems.

11 WEL13 STUDENT ASSISTANCE FUND
Congress notes

The importance of the Student Assistance Fund and the role it plays to support students across
the Country.

Congress acknowledges
That the Student Asstance Fund may be targeted in Government cutbacks.
Congress therefore mandates the President and Deputy President:

To lobby against any cuts to the Student Assistance Fund and to campaign for increased funding
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for the fund.
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10WEL2 STUDENT PREGNANCY
Congress notes:

The lack of policy and support in the area of student parenting, both for student mothers and
students Fathers.

Congress further notes

That while staff who fall pregnant are recognised under equality law estiscexist within a grey
area of legislation in this sector and subject to discrimination as the college chooses in terms of
concessions and special accommodations.

Congress applauds

The efforts of institutions such as Mary Immaculate College in thedtom of a student parent
liaison officer.

Congress mandates

The Welfare and Equality Officers to research best practice policies on student parents both
within Ireland, the UK and beyond with a view to formulate a template for local COs to negotiate
with their institutions.

The Welfare and Equality Officers to meet and work with relevant organisations with a view to
formulating a policy document for Welfare officers and other relevant CO officers as to how best
to support student parents and what supqe are needed. Union of Students in Ireland Annual
Congress 2010 Comhdhail Bhliaintuil Aontas na Mac Leinn in Eirina 201014 ¢

The Welfare and Equality Officers to HEI authorities for better provisions and rights for student
parents.

10WEL7 SEXUAL HEALTH

Congressotes with concern:

The worrying lack of information and knowledge among Student Health Services and other
college supports about issues pertaining to lesbian sexual health.

Congressurther notes:

That oftentimes, women who identifas lesbian, bisexual or queer are unaware of lesbian
sexual health issues.

Congressnandates

The Welfare Officer to work with the LGBT RO to ensure that the sexual health module at UOS
also covers lesbian sexual health issues; so that the welfarersfiten be equipped with the
knowledge to deal with these issues.
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10WEL 11 NON ACADEMIC SERVICES

Congress notes

The current lack of quality assurance systems with regards to an Irish National Policy Framework
for non-academic students services progitlby the third level institution, such as health
centres, counselling services etc.

Gongress further notes

The importance of quality assurance with regarchtm-academicaspects of student services.

Congressecognizes:
The value of the overall stud¢ experience within the higher education system in Ireland.
Congress mandates

The President and the Welfare Officer to lobby the Higher Education Authority and the
Department of Education for the formation of a nagademic student services policy rétef to
quality assurance.
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O9WEL 1 EMERGENCY CONTRACEPTION

Congress notes

Dependant on location, time of week, travel plans, unforeseen circumstances (i.e. sex without
consent or awareness) etthat availing of a doctors appointmefor aforesaid prescription may
not be possible, and that the efficacy of EC decreases significantly overaaui7geriod.

Congress believes
That people are entitled to complete control over their sexual reproduction and fertility, and
that freer avaiability of ECs in Ireland is essential to this intrinsic right.

Congress welcomes

Research carried out on the effects of the ECP introduction in Britain [Brifigh Journal of
Medicinethat reported: a 10% decrease in the amount of teenage pregnamatasonly a 2%
increase in those using the ECP following its #hefcounter introduction no reduction in the
usage of other contraceptive methods

And the research document prepared for this debate on the myths, realities and physiological &
health impacs of the different ECPs by UCC's Welfare Officer, Keith O' Brien.

Congress mndate

The USI Welfare Officer to-awdinate with relevant groups to provide more comprehensive
information on the different forms of EC

O9WEL2 ABORTION RIGHTS CAMPAIGN

Congess notes

That USI is mandated to lobby the government and other relevant bodies to develop greater
access to abortion services for all women within the state (06/WEL 6 Abortion).

Congress further notes:

CKFG '{LQ& Ayd2t 08 Y SBBUCNY Grigtn) 1&d tot aharigibg of y 1 K §
legislation so that information about abortion could be distributed freely in the state.

Congress recognises
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That in many student unions abroad and indeed in many organisations worldwide the issue of
abortionisdA SgSR a4 |y AdadzsS 2F SldatAde FyR 62YSyQa

Congress further recognises
That the issue is one of concern for Welfare Officers around the country.
Congress acknowledges

The establishment of the Safe and Legal (in Ireland) Abortion Rights @Gamgach aims to end

the hypocrisy of exiling women in crisis pregnancy that choose to have an abortion. The
campaign includes various strands, including a litigation strand, a public awareness strand and a
national and international advocacy strand.

Congess mandates

The Welfare and Equality Officer to work with the Safe and Legal (in Ireland) Abortion Rights
Campaign to once again make this issue a priority for Irish Women.

Congress further mandates:

The Welfare and Equality Officer to raise awarenesh@Bafe and Legal (in Ireland) Abortion
Rights Campaign to USI members and to support the campaign in any of its actions.
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EQUALITY

17 EQ EM 2 Motion of Solidarity with Ibrahim Halawa (Needs 2/3)
CONGRESS NOTES

with deep concern the severe deteriorati of the health conditions in recent weeks of Ibrahim
Halawa, the Irish citizen interned in Egypt, who is currently on hunger strike.

CONGRESS IS HORRIBYE
the consistently barbaric and inhumane detention of Ibrahim by the Egyptian regime during his
now three year internment.

CONGRESS IS DISGDSYE
the lack of priority given by the Irish government to the detention of a young Irish citizen whose
life is now in peril.

CONGRESS IN ITS LONMSNDING SUPPORHOMAN RIGHTS STATES
its solidarity withibrahim Halawa in his righteous fight for freedom.

CONGRESS THEREFGYNDKTES
USI to call on the Irish government to intensify their efforts for the release of Ibrahim Halawa.

CONGRESS FURTHERIMAKS
the USI Vicé€resident for Equality &amp; Citizenshipengage with the relevant human rights
organisations to support the campaign for the release of lbrahim Halawa.

17 EQ1 Access to Orkambi, the Cystic Fibrosis medication

CONGRESS NOTES:

Cystic Fibrosis (CF) is an inherited chronic illness thaiiig as a barrier to education for

students who suffer from it. Students with CF need regular IV drips where they must be
FRYAGOSR (2 K2aLRAalf F2NI f2y3 LISNA2Ra 2F (GAYSo
college attendance.

CONGRESS FURTNEBRES:
Orkambihas the potential to improve the living conditions and the educational experience for
these students.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
VP Welfare and VP Equality & Citizenship to lobby the Government to make Orkambi available in
Ireland for those who regjre it.
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17 EQ2 Equality Grounds

CONGRESS NOTES:
That the VP Equality & Citizenship works on behalf of students in both the Republic of Ireland
and Northern Ireland.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The VP Equality & Citizenshiprewviewthe equality legislatin in both legal jurisdictions in their
work on behalf of students across the island.

17EQ3 Integration of displaced persons into education

CONGRESS RECOGNISES
The ongoing refugee crisis, in which over 20 million people have been displaced due to war,
terrorism, and other conflicts.

CONGRESS ASSERTS
That education is an emancipator and affords people the tools with which to become
independent and selfleterminant.

CONGRESS CALLS ON
The Irish government to partake in the resettlement and relocatibdisplaced persons (such
as refugees and asylum seekers) in numbers appropriate to the scale of the crisis.

CONGRESS CALLS ON
The education sector in Ireland to proactively support the integration of such displaced persons.

CONGRESS CALLS ON

The MinisE NJ F2 NJ 9 RdzOF G A2y (2 SEGSYR aR2YSaidiArl0¢ FSS
in Ireland who wish to pursue their studies. This status should also extend to eligibility for the

student maintenance grant and other student supports.

CONGRESS CALLS ON
Institutions of thirdlevel education to follow the lead of Dublin City University and pursue
G! YADSNBAGE 2F {FyOlGdzZZ NBeé¢ RSAAIYIGAZ2Y D
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CONGRESS THEREFGSNDMTES

The officer board to campaign for the integration of such displaced persons into education i
Ireland with particular focus on access, student supports, retention, recognition of prior learning
and cultural integration, the latter including the provision of English language lessons.

CONGRESS ALSO MAERBAT
The Vice President for Equality & Gitighip to provide for student leaders, particularly elected

2FTFAOSNRAI (G2 06S02YS ab2 11GS {LISSOKE Yol aal R2NE
17 EQ4 QELJI-yéi\zy 2F WHAYHAdzZQ /| YLI ATY

Jointly proposedby the VP Equality & Citizenship & WIT Students' Union

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

Theorganisa A 2y 22YSy Q& ! AR NMzya | adz00Saa¥FdzZ WHAYHAQ
supported by the Union of Students in Irelanthis campaign helps young women to spot the

WRIFY3ISN) aA3yaQ 2F RFEGAY3A 1 6dz2AS YR LINBPARSE Ay T:
abuse, as well as signposting support services.

CONGRESS NOTES:
The campaign, whilst being very beneficial, has limitations in regards to the types of
relationships and genders it focuses on.

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

That several national organisationealoing work in the area of domestic violence, sexual
harrassment, violence, and emotional abuse, and the USI should build partnerships with them in
order to ensure students are part of their target audiences moving forward.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

That VP Edgt t AGieé 9 /AGAT SY&AKALI FyYyR xt 2SfFRNB (G2 62N])
campaign to become more inclusive of all genders and relationships. If this is not feasible, then a

similar campaign and materials should be developed to compliment thei2iagpaign which is

more inclusive of gender and sexuality.

CONGRESS FURTHERDMAKS:

¢CKS +t 9ljdatAde s /AGAT SyakAaL G2 RS@St 2L I LI NIy
Ireland (NWCI) in their project work nationally to end sexual violence arasement at third

level.
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16 EQ 1 Decriminalisation of Sex Work

Proposed by VP Equality and Citizenship

Congress Notes

Sex work refers to escorting, lap dancing, stripping, pole dancing, pornographyganehing,
adult modelling, phone sex, and sellirexgon and off the street). Currently prostitution (the
exchange of sexual services for money) is not illegal, but associated activities (soliciting in a
public place, kerb crawling, operating a brothel) are.

Congress Notes with Concern

With the rise iniving costs, the potential increase in tuition fees, the inadequacy of the
maintenance grant, and various other personal reasons it is highly likely that some students do
and will do sex work alongside their studies.

Congress Does Not Believe
That anyoneshould be forced into sex work as a means of supporting themselves and that the
current system fails those it affects directly: sex workers.

Congress Applauds

In August 2015, Amnesty International voted to adopt policy to protect human rights of sex
workers. The resolution recommended that they develop a policy that supports the full
decriminalisation of all aspects of consensual sex work. The policy will also call on states to
ensure that sex workers enjoy full and equal legal protection from exploitatiafficking and
violence.

Congress Believes

That there should be far more support for sex workers, both within the industry and for those
looking to get out of it. Sex workers should be fully supported when seeking to leave the
industry, especially througthe opportunities to reskill or upskill through education.

Congress Believes

Decriminalisation would ensure that sex workers feel able to report unsafe clients or violence at
work without the worry of criminal repercussions, work together for safety #nat those who

wish to leave the sex industry are not left with criminal records as a result of their job.

Congress Mandates

Officer Board to support and campaign for the full decriminalisation of sex work. This is to be
done through the support of sexasker organisations who work to improve the lives of sex
workers across Ireland.

16 EQ 2 Decriminalisation of Drugs

Proposed by VP Equality and Citizenship

Congress Notes
On July 17th 2015, USI National Council formally adopted a stance that called forsuort
a call for decriminalisation of drugs, with a view to taking a similar approach to the one in place
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in Portugal. Following the adoption of this stance, the VP Equality and Citizenship made a
submission to the Oireachtas Joint Committee onidasDefence and Equality as part of their
Drugs Policy Review process.

Congress Notes

College is a time when many students are exposed to drugs. For many students, this exposure
can happen at an even younger age. There is currently very little infornmiadiog given to

students at second or third level about drug consumption or risks. There is a culture of fear
amongst wider society around talking about drugs in an informed and responsible manner.

Congress Also Notes

That if a student gets a convictioorfpersonal use, this can have lifelong implications. It can

prevent a student from accessing a visa to certain countries, a job which requires Garda vetting,

certain types of insurance, and can impede them from availing of further education or training.
AONRAYAYIlf O2y@AQGA2Yy |fta2 tAYAGA |y AYRAQDGARIZ tf Qa
becoming dependent on the state.

Congress Further Notes

On July 1st 2001, Portugal decriminalised drug use, acquisition and possession of illicit drugs
whenconducted for personal use as part of a comprehensive new policy. This quantity of

LISNE2Y Il f dza8S FY2dzyGSR G2 dzlJ 62 wmn RIF@aQ a&adzlll)x & 1
significant expansion in drug treatment, including methadone maintenance, todeglendent

users get away from injecting herain.

Congress Believes

There is a need for health professionals, parents and educators to acknowledge the fact that
young people often engage in drug use, and at the very least will be exposed to drug use at
somepoint in their lives. Drug use cannot be tackled by policy measures which are only aimed at
controlling the supply of drugs. It is futile to only have supply reduction strategies in place of
more costeffective and evidence based investments in haadudion and education.

Congress Mandates

Officer Board to lobby for the decriminalisation of drugs in line with the Portuguese Model. USI
should also lobby for investment into treatment and health facilities along with education about
drug use and risk foropng adults and those of school age.

16 EQ 3 Equality Strategy

Proposed by Equality and Citizenship Committee

Congress Notes
The area of Equality and Citizenship is very broad, with a number of areas to be covered.

Congress Mandates
The adoption of the mposed Equality Strategy.
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Proposed by Equality and Citizenship Committee

Congress Notes

¢ KSNBE KIFra 0SSy LINPYA&AS 2@ F YSEFRIBFYVRdZZ iiXKSawSRIE I
Constitution in the lifetime of this government.

Congress Mandates
¢KS R2LIGAZ2Y 2" {HKNIGOBIWD f GKS vy

16 EQ 5 Traveller Support

Proposed by Equality and Citizenship Committee

Congress Notes
There is policy for USI to campaign for the recognition of Traveller ethnicity, but there is need
for more to be done in this area to adequately support Traveller students.

Congress Notes
The needs of potential and current Traveller students are specific and that officers do not
receive any training in how to support these students.

Congress Mandates
The \P Equality and Citizenship to ensure there is support training provided to sabbatical
officers.

Congress Further Mandates

The VP Equality and Citizenship to map out supports and services available for Travellers in third
level institutions so as to allovaif the development of a support network and reaching out
campaign.

15EQ 1 Women in Leadership

Congress notes

GKFG Y2GA2Y mMnk9vdg adl G§SRY 4 ¢régredentgddnStuglentt NS & G A €
Union politics, as well as politics nationally. @20% of Presidents are women in USI member

colleges are women. Only 33% of UK Students Union Presidents are women. In the DAil

Eireann the representation of women in even worse. Only 15% of TDs are women. In local

councils across Ireland the representati of women is below 20%. In Northern Ireland, only

19% of MLAs in Stormont are women Ireland ranks 23rd out of 27 EU countries for their

percertage of women in parliament.
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Congress acknowledges
that significant work has been undertaken by MOs in empowey women to run for
leadership positions in the past year.

Congress applauds

the fantastic job USI Pink Training does in empowering members of the student LGBT
community to run for SU leadership and also the grassroots engagement that exposes USI to a
new generation of Student Leaders.

Congress calls for
the USI to expand the Women In Leadership campaign.

Congress mandates

the USI Vice President for Equality and Citizenship to take the template provided by USI Pink
Training and adapt it to create a wéend training event with the aim of empowering Women

y2i 2yfte Ay GKSANI {! Qa odzi Ay GKSANI O2ff S3S=:

15EQ2 Dignity and Respect

That Sabbatical teams can be diverse in their constitution.

Congress Further Notes
That Sabbatical Officermay not be immediately cognisant of potential issues that might
affect their colleagues in the workplace, e.g. sexism and homophobia.

Congress believes
That all Sabbatical Officers should feel safe and respected in their working environments.

Congresstteref

ore mandates
The VP Equality & Citizenship to provide Dignity and Respect Training for all Sabbatical Officer
during SUT /SUT+

15EQ3 MSM Blood Ban in Northern Ireland

Congress notes:

In September 2011 the NHS in England, Scotland and Wales arvsolitnat

regulations banning the donation of blood by Gay and Bisexual men would be lifted,
and allow for implementing a ong/ear deferral period instead. This decision comes
after the Advisory Committee on the Safety of Blood, Tissues and Organs (SABTO)
carried out a review and found it could no longer support the permanent exclusion of
men who have had sex with men from blood donation.

Congress further notes:

That this change in regulation did not extend to Northern Ireland, despite it being part of the
UK, and that despite multiple court cases where it was ruled that the Northern Ireland
Minister for Health was unjustified in their refusal to alter the MSM Blood Ban and was
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"infected by apparent bias" the lifetime blood ban still remains for MSM, whilela
month blood ban is in place for WSMSM

Congress believes that:
The Northern Irish MSM Blood Ban is discriminatory against members of the LGBT+
Community and is founded on nothing more than inherent bias and bigotry.

Congress mandates:
The VP Equality &itizenship to actively campaign to call for an end to this discriminatory ban
in Northern Ireland.

Congress also mandates:

The VP Equality & Citizenship to offer their unconditional support and resource to collaborate
with the NUSUSI LGBT Officer regandj the ongoing campaign to remove the ban on MSM
Blood Donation in the North.

15 EQ4 Reproductive rights and gender identity

Congress notes

It is not only those who identify as women who require full reproductive autonomy. Members
of the trans* communityand those who do not identify with binary genders also require
access to reproductive healthcare.

Congress mandates
The VP Equality and Citizenship to ensure this is acknowledged in campaigning for abortion
rights.

15 EQ6 Campaigning for an Island afialg

Congress believes:
0 That across the island of Ireland there are still a number of barriers to a truly
egalitarian society
0 Inthe Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland, our governments have been slow to
address serious of issues of inequality, maofywhich are still written into our
legislation.
0 The fight for an island of equals is the responsibility of every citizen.

Congress further believes:
0 Students across the island are at the forefront of campaigning of on issues of equality
such as abortiorrights and reproductive justice, equal marriage and against the MSM
blood ban.

0 Women students, LGBT students, Disabled students and Black students in our
institutions all face discrimination both in their time at college and in wider society.

0 Racism, sexim, homophobia, transphobia, ableism have no place in the Ireland that
we envision.

0 Crossborder solidarity between students is a cornerstone of the student movement
on across the island and that our power as a campaigning voice comes from our unity.
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Congess mandates:

0 The USI officer board to ensure equality issues are at the heart of a campaign
influencing candidates and voters before the general election

0 The VP Equality and Citizenship and VP Campaigns to work with theW&I®resident
and the relevantiberation officers in Northern Ireland to support campaigns in the
struggle for equality.

O The USI officer board tosupport NYS{ L Yy R a0 dzRSyiaQ dzyArAzya
campaigns before the General Election 2015 and Assembly election 2016.

14EQ1 WORKING WITH MATURE STUDENTS

Congress notes:
The direct benefit for mature students attending The Mature Student Convention.
Congress further notes

That the convention being held at a national or regional level is often inaccessible for mature
students.

Congress mandates:

The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship, the Vice President for Academic Affairs and
Quality Assurance and the Vice President for Welfare to work on a joint online campaign aimed
at providing specific information and skillsitving for mature students.

Congress further notes:
The benefits of mature students networking at a regional and national level.
Congress furthemandates:

The Vice President for Equality to create an online forum for mature students.

14EQ2 WOMEN INEADERSHIP

Congress believes

That women are still significantly undegpresented in Student Union politics, as well as politics
nationally.

Only 20% of Presidents are women in USI member colleges are women.
Only 33% of UK Students Union Presidentsaammen.

In the Dail Eireann the representation of women in even worse. Only 15% of TDs are women. In
local councils across Ireland the representation of women is below 20%.

In Northern Ireland, only 19% of MLAs in Stormont are women
Ireland ranks 23rd dwf 27 EU countries for their percentage of women in parliament.
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Congress also believes

Despite forming a majority of students in higher and further education, women are under
NELINBASY(GSR Ay LRgSNFdzZ LRairldArazya Ay 02fftS3asSa I
2 2YSYSQANBNISY (G GA2y Ay O2tftS3Sa yR ad0dzRSyiaQ dzyaA
overcoming the inequality and discrimination that women face.

Congress mandates

The USI President and the VP Equality and Citizenship, to run a national campaign sgipportin
and empower women in leadership and create a support network in order to encourage more
women candidates to run for election.

The USI President and the VP Equality and Citizenship to campaign on increasing the number of
women who run for all sabbaticpbsitions, all student councillors and voluntary roles within
students unions.

The VP Equality and Citizenship to make links withtheNUS. ' yR GKS b! { 22YSyQa
and work together to encourage women in leadership.

14EQ3 MARRIAGE EQUALITY

Congess notes:

USI policy 12/EQ4 mandates USI Officers to campaign for equal access to civil marriage in
Ireland.

Congress also notes

That the Government have committed to holding a referendum on marriage equality in Ireland
in 2015.

Congress believes

That equal access to civil marriage in Ireland is one of the most important civil rights issues of
our generation and that the students of this country have a valuable role to play in making this a
reality.

Congress adopts
TKS W{{ddzRSy (G a T2 NJnavpNNAC VI I AljTd aAGINT G S3& R2 OdzY Sy (
Congress mandates

At 2F '{L hTFAOSNI .2FNR (2 AYLXSYSyid GKS I 0GAz2Y
strategy.

Congress also mandates
The USI President, the USI VRresident for Equality andtenship and the USI Vigtresident
F2NI /YL AIya (G2 20SNBSS GKS AYLI SYSyGlraAzy 27F |
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strategy and to report to every National Council in lead up to the referendum on the progress of
the campaign.

14EQ4 LGBT* RIENDLY CAMPUS

Congress notes

That many institutions do not have an official stance on being a LGBTQ Friendly campus.
Congress applauds

The promotion of equality and antdiscrimination nationally.

Congress believes

USI could work with LGBTQ orgatitsas in the development of criteria that would deem
O2ttS3Sa (G2 06S a[D.¢v CNASYyRfe& OFYLzaS&aé P

Congress further believes

That this could be rewarded with national recognition and that this would be of benefit to
colleges marketing for second level stutien

Congress randates

VP for Equality and Citizenship, Campaigns officer and regional officers to work with LGBTQ
organisations in developing a framework that could be applied to colleges in order to give them
I [ D. ¢v CNASYRfe& /Il YLdza¢é aidl (dzao

14EQ5 REGIONAL LGBT TRAINING EVENT

Congress commends

The good work completed by the Vice President for Equality and Citizenship along with USI and
{GdRSydaQ |yizya ytGAzyttte 2y GKS 2NBLEyA&lGAR2Y

Congress notes

The importance of Pink Trairgnrand the potential value of another event of this nature on a
regional basis.

Congress mandates

The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship and the regional vice presidents to work with
various LGBT societies to organise regitu@BT training evesteach year.
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13EQ1 ADVOCATING FOR STUDENT SERVICES THAT ARE INCLUSIVE
REGARDING THE REGISTRATION AND TREATMENT OF LGBT STUDENTS

Congress acknowledges

9PSNE aidzZRSyidQa NARIKG G2 Sldzrt F00Saa G2 {GdzRSy
Congress blieves

CKFG {GdzRSYydaQ |yAaz2ya KIFI@GS | @AGLl  redliBafioB (2 LI I &
of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender rights. This can include ediidatdeR Sy 1 8 Q & SNIIA O S
and ensuring that LGBT persons have opportunitiesxress andlisclose their sexual

orientation, gender identity and/or expression when registeriagessing and availing of these
services.

Congress notes with concern

The negative impact that limited registration forms can have on people who identéy as
orientation or gender identity which is not included on forms and that this can refleiack
of awareness of these issues by service providers. This may cause studentssmldigsd when
registering, accessing and availing of services on campulthas maydeter students from using
these services.

Congress manates

¢KS +#+A0S LINBaARSY(d F2N) 9ljdzd tAle toafdcatethat Al Sy a KA LJ
a0dzRSyiaQ aSNBAOSa (SIYasz xoluélozRare/cduce 8idf i KOl NB L
inclusive regarding LGBT rights and experiences. Thisnelagle organising and/or providing

training if necessary.

Congress also mandates

The Vice president for Equality and Citizenship to advocate that registration formesciessing

& 0 dzR Seyvices &cknowledge diverse identifications in the fields of sexual orientggoder

ARSyidAdGe I yR 3ASYyRSNI SELINB&aaA2Yy SoadbAvaKISNI AAE &2«
Male/CSYIl f S¢ @

13EQS EQUITY OF ACCESS TO USI NATIONAL COUNCIL

Congress comends

The VicePresident of Equality and Citizenship on the creation of an equality poli&yatanal
Council.

Congress notes
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Therehave been issues raised this year regarding the equity of access of offiédémtidoal
Council based on the scheduliofcouncil dates.

Congress further notes

Theequality policywas voted on and passed unanimously at National Council but trese
been no implementation by National Council of this policy since it was passed.

Congress rmndates

The Vice President of Egjity and Citizenship to review the equality policy when thiest enter
office. This review should take into consideration what measurements nebd o place to
ensure the equality policy is put into action. The review also needs to etisatr&/SI Naonal
Council is accessible as possible to the officers elected nationaéipitesent their students.

13EQ5 NEGOTIATION OF MATURE STUDENT/ESTRANGED STUDENT
FINANCIAL ACCOUNT(S)

Congress notes
The growing financial difficulties across the boarddibstudents.
Congresdurther notes:

Thedifficulties facing many mature students, and students that have been estranged ffieim
parents/guardians, in gaining an indemnifier for the purposes of loan guaramtas. would also
incorporate students thaare returning to education to help bettehemselves but have existing
bad credit due to numerous extenuating circumstances.example bad credit, mortgage
arrears, job loss etc.

(ongress stresses

TheUSI is mandated to be a free fees organisationsimalild not change stance on thiche
motion proposed will serve to ensure equal access to financial loans for studentsetigisuch
to fund their Higher Level education.

Congress mandates

ThePresident and other relevant officers to engage with anrappate lendingnstitution(s) to
negotiate an account which will ensure equal access to banking faaitiiasdless of age
and/or domestic situations for all students.

13EQ 6  SECTION 37 EMPLOYMENT EQUALITY ACT

Congress notes

Under current Irish leggslationg Section 37 of the Employment Equality Act allows school
managements to discriminate against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender eniployees
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Congress further notes

Unionof Students in Ireland is a representative body of over 275,000 studentmyof whom
are LGBT and many of whom feel negatively affected by this legislation.

Congress believes
Thslegislation is outdated and discriminatory by nature.
Congress further believes

Thousands of LGBT students are aspiring teachers who may feel they cannatfhiiing
career due to this legislation. Section 37 serves as a Wwayaking LGBS3tudents feel
uncomfortable in the workplace and deters many LGBT students frasuing careers in the
teaching sector of Ireland.

Congress mandates

TheUSI Campaigns Officer and USI VP for Equality and Citizenship to aativeign fothe
repeal of Section 37, raising awareness among students, and conttainglevant bodies such
as Association of Secondary Teachers Ireland and otiganisations to seek and show support
for the campaign.

13EQ 7 EQUALITY CAMPAIGNS FOR SINGLREAYTHEELAND

Congress commends

The good work completed by the Vice President of equality and citizenship on exisiality
and citizenship issues in the public domain.

Congress notes

The work of USI in this area sees a very positive impact on diffenémerablestakeholders
nationally and internationally by highlighting the facts while fighting thairse.

Congress further notes

Single fathers make up a segment of the students represented by USI and the wtbieseof
students is often overlookedagtitically.

Congress mandates:

The Vice President of Equgland Citizenship to meet with representatives of thesedents
and to work on a campaign to highlight their issues. This should take plde=first semester
of the year.

138



13EQ9 USI EQUALYTPOLICY

Congress notes
That USI National Council adopted an interim Equality policy for the organisati®eptember

2012. This policy was drawn up by the Mrresident for Equality an@itizenship with advice
from the Equality Authority.

Congresdelieves

That it is important that the Union of Students in Ireland has an Equality Policy invahacle
states its commitment to equality and diversity and outlines the meastinasUSI Officer Board
will take to ensure that principles of equality pervatie work ofthe organisation.

Congress therefore adopts

The USI Equality Policy as adopted by the USI National Council in th@@D3 ession.

(Put this into the Congress Pack as a policy to be adopted, not in the Clar)

USI Equality Policy

The Union ofStudents in Ireland is an inclusive organisation that values equality and diversity.

Services provided by the Union of Students in Ireland are available to all areas of the
membership who will be supported to be equally able to access them.

As anemployer, the Union of Students in Ireland will not tolerate any form of direct and indirect
discrimination.

Thispolicy is developed in line with the Equality Acts (Equal Status Acts 2000 t&2011
Employment Equality Acts 1998011) prohibiting discriminatigrincluding sexudiarassment
and harassment, victimisation and reasonable accommodation for custonitirslisabilities.

2.Equalities Statement:

The Union of Students in Ireland adopts the following Equalities Statement which Officers and
staff and anyperson working with the Union of Students in Ireland is expected to support and
uphold:

TheUnion of Students in Ireland recognises that discrimination can and doesarudtinat it

can be direct, indirect or institutional. The Union of Students in leklarcommitted to adopting
equal opportunities policies and procedures as an employer and service provider in order to
combat discrimination and value diversity. The Union of Students in Ireland will not tolerate
discrimination based on gender, civil stafdiamily status, age, disability, sexual orientation,
race, religion, membership of the Traveller community, gender expression, gender identity,
country of origin, soci@conomic background. The first nine grounds are those specifically
mentioned by the Buality Acts but discrimination can occur also on other characteristics.
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TheUnion of Students in Ireland reserves the right to add to these groups at any time.

The Union of Students in Ireland will seek to ensure that other companies from whias it
contracted to receive goods and services are aware that this policy is in place arbebat
companies are expected to comply with it or add equality clauses to the contraetvite.
Contracts for goods and services will be suspended if the contractages irsexual
harassment, harassment or discrimination against customers or employees ofdhisisation.

The Union of Students in Ireland will take measures to combat inequdiiye necessary based

on the characteristics identified the Equalitis statement. The organisation will strive to

STAYAYFGS O0FNNASNB (KFG LINS@Syid YSYOSNB | OO0Saan,
reasonable accommodation is made for students with disabilities.

The Union of Students in Ireland encourages activégipation from students in relation to the
characteristics outlined in the Equalities Statement.

The Union of Students in Ireland is committed to the effective communication of this policy to:
w All staff and elected officers of US| Officer Board,
w Member Oganisations,
w Students,

I Business contacts

This will be done through:

w tdzoftAOFGA2Y YR RA&ZASYAYFIGA2Y 2F GKS LRfAOe:
w 5AaLI e 2F GKAA LRfAOe 2y (G(KS !'{L 6Soa
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w farénce to the policy in information

All staff employed shouldooperate with the development and implementation of policies,
proceduresand practicesto eliminate discrimination, acommodate diversity and promote equality
for students.Thisrequirement will beincludedin contracts of employment for all staff.

Training will be made available to all of USI Officer Board and staff in relation Exttedity
Acts (Equal Status Acts 2000 to 2011 & Employment Equality Actg, 2898).

The President of th&Jnion of Students in Ireland and all of USI Officer Board has responsibility
for upholding and implementing this policy.

This policy will be reviewed at the end of each academic year by USI Officer Board and any
changes will be subject to approval by U&h@ess
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13EQ10 COLLECTIVE BARGAINING LEGISLATION

Congress notes

The commitment to legislating for collective bargaining agreed in the Programme for
Government and the lack of movement on this.

Congress notes with concern

The Campus.ie survey whictachs that 35% of students in part time jobs feel it hagatively
impacted on their studies.

Congress further notes with concern

The United Nations' Human Rights Council's condemnation of the absence of collective
bargaining legislation in Ireland.

Congess believes

That every worker should have the option to join and be represented by a trade witioout
victimisation and that Ireland's failure to enact such legislation is a violatidredRight to
Freedom of Association and the Right to Organise.

Congress acknowledges

That by being a member of a unionized workforce, students in part time employmemane
likely to be aware of their rights as workers and therefore, less likely to be exploited.
Furthermore, students are mostly employed in areagvehexploitation is most common.

Congress mandates

The Vice President for Equality & Citizenship to lobby for the introduction of collective
bargaining legislation that will lead to better working conditions for students and fotdlie
completed the ed of 2013.

13EQ 11 USI TO CAMPAIGN FOR EQUBUDSETING IN IRELAND

Congress notes

That a large body of recent research, both Irish and international, suggests that more equal
societies fare better across a range of social outcomes, including educhéalth,crime and
almost every conceivable area of human life.

Congress acknowledges

That Equality Budgeting is an approach to economic patiaking that places equality #te
centre of decisions concerning public expenditure and income. Threqgdity audits and

impact assessments, Equality Budgeting provides informatidmoandifferent sections of

society are impacted by specific economic policy measuresofjeetive of Equality Budgeting

is to ensure this information is used to reduce inedgiggiand to achieve the best equality
outcomes for specific disadvantaged groups, but &ssociety at large. Over 60 countries have
implemented or worked towards EqualiBudgeting.
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Congress notes

With concern that while some progress was made iraldltoward Equality Budgeting,
particularly with a focus on gender, much of this was subsequently reversed witiethleening
of the Gender Mainstreaming Unit in the Department of Justice since 2@@8iononthe
implementation of the National WomenQ Srategy, and the more general dismantling of the equality
infrastructurein Ireland that hasbeenon-goingsince the beginning of the economiccrisis.

Congress recognises

The 2011 TASC Report Eliminating Health Inequatjtie$/atter of Life and Deathyhich
suggests that inequality in Ireland is endemic, with 2009 figures suggésdintne top decile of
Irish Society had incomes which were 11 times those of the botteaile. The report also found
a strong correlation between income levels and edudatavels, with thoseén the bottom

decile most educationally disadvantaged.

Congress affirms

Its commitment to thedefenceand promotion of all human rights as per the @8hstitution.
The endemic inequality experienced by the citizens of this cowaginst the achievement and
realisation of the type of Ireland that the Union{ofii dzRSy ta Ay LNBf | yRQ&

Congress believes

That it is vitally important that the Government is always acutely aware of thetiemg impact
of the polices they enact.

Congress mandates

The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship and all of USI Officer Board to letfidltheir
support to the Equality Budgeting campaign in Ireland and to lobby theGgagirnmentto
introduce Equality Budgeting for Budget2014

13 EQL2 USILGBT ALLY CAMPAIGN

Congress notes

The high level of student engagement with the USI LGBT Ally initiative aeff¢élotiveness of
this initiative at raising awareness of student support for LGBT rightalandf LGBT issues in
Ireland.

Congress belieas

That this initiative should be continued and expanded by working with aihganisations and
by seeking funding for the campaign

Congress also belies

That there is potential to extend this campaign into wider society, ioigt®f highereducation
institutions and that USI could look to engage businesses and seraigelers in this campaign.
The expansion of this campaign could also be extendegt¢ondary schools.
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Congress mandates

The Vice President for Equality and/Cit Sy a KA LJ G2 aSS1 &Lk yL&8BTNA KA LJ
Ally campaign.

Congress also mandates

The Vice Resident for Equality and Citizenship to engage with and seek endorseandrur
support from the following list, but not limited to this list, in rétn to the campaign:

Association of Secondary School Teachers, Ireland;

All members of the Oireachtas;

The IrishiMedical Organisation;

LNAEAK blGA2ylf ¢SIFOKSNBRQ hNBIFIYAAlLIGA2YT
Irish Association for Counselling and Psychotherapy;

Gay Doctors Ireland,;

Transgeder Equality Network Ireland;

BeLonGTo;

LGBT Noise;

Marriage Equality;

SpunOut.ie;

The National Youth Council of Ireland;

The Irish Secon S@St { (dzRSy(GaQ | yAz2yT
The Board of Irish Colle@®cieties
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12EQ1 USI SEAT ONH BOARD OF MATURE &NII3 IRELAND

Congress notes
That this year the Equality officer has obtained a seat on the board of Mature Students Ireland.
Congress furtlr notes

The importance of this seat for maintaining good links with Mature Student Support Staff in all
our Higler education institutions.

Congress therefore mandates

The Equality Citizenship Officer to seeletection to this board on a yearly basis.

12EQ2 LONGITUDINAL SURVEYSTUDENWATH DISABILITIES

Congress notes
The 2010 Survey of Students witlsabilities which was facilitated by USI and Ahead.
Congess further notes

The importance of continuing a similar survey on yearly basis. This will allow us to evaluate how
services are changing for students with disabilities across the country carlg pasis. This will
allow us to campaign and lobby more effectively.

Congress therefore mandates

The Equality and Citizenship Vice president to work with ahead to conduct this survey on a
yearly basis.

12EQS INTERNATIONAL STUDENT TRAINING DVD

Corgress notes:

That this year USI has begun an extensive project in conjunction with ICOS, Irish Council for
International Students and the Department of Education and Skills.

Congress further notes

How important this project is for training staff workjmwith international students in the HEI
sector.

Congress therefore mandates

The Equality and citizenship Vice president to continue to work on this project as a major aspect
of their work over the coming year.
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12EQ4 LGBT

Corgress notes with graveoncern

That despite our claims to be a progressive nation we do not recognise the rights of LGBT
members of the community as being fully and unequivocally equal to those of heterosexual
orientation.

Congress further notes

The failure to recognise equl in our legislation undeniably leads to a failure to see people as
eqguals in our classrooms, our lecture theatres, our campuses and our workplaces.

Congress believes

This failure to lead both directly and indirectly to a lesser standard of livingdanbers of the

LGBT community. That it leads to the denial of rights to children raised by same sex parents and
to gross negligence on the part of the state by indirectly condoning bullying and torment for
people who identify as LGBT.

Congress therefore mndates

The President and the Campaigns officer to vehemently campaign on the full equalisation of
rights regardless of sexual orientation, for full and equal marriage rights, full and equal adoption
rights and for this Union to recognise LGBT membefalband equal members of society in
recognition of the rights as laid out above.

Proposed anendment
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12EQ5 STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES

Congressotes.
The excellent work done by USI in the area of representation for students with disabilities.
Congresgurther notes:

That, in the past, campaigns re students with disabilities have tended to focus primarily on
students with physical disabilities.

Congressotes with regret:

The lack of attention which has been paid during this campaigning to students with learning
disabilties, such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia, autism, etc.
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Congresdgurther notes with concern

That, for students with learning disabilities, servicesniversities and institutes déchnology
can be sorely lacking in some cases, thus placimgad garrier between such students and their
access to education.

Congressreaffirms thenotion:
That every student has a right to access to thédel education.
Congressnandates

The Vice President for Equality & Citizenship totinate campaignbefore March in each
academic year on support services for students with learning disabilities and to lobby the
Minister for Education to improve support services for students in these areas

12EQ6 GENDER RECOGNITION LEGISLATION
Congress notes

ThattheD2 GSNY YSy i Qa O2YYAUGYSyld (G2 AYyGNRRdAzZOAYy3a DSYRS
and an important step in improving the lives of many Transgender people in Ireland.

Congress believes

That the recommendations presented to the Minister for Social Praiadiy the Gender
Recognition Advisory Group (GRAG) do not contain many of the concerns and issues raised
by USI and other groups such as Transgender Equality Network Ireland (TENI) and are not in
line with the Yogyakarta Principles.

Congress further bedives

That the Irish Government has an opportunity to introduce Gender Recognition Legislation
that is fair and reflects the real life lived experiences of many Transgender people in Ireland.

Congress mandates

The VP for Equality and Citizenship and\iefor Campaigns to campaign for Gender
Recognition Legislation that will reflect the real life lived experiences of Transgender people
in Ireland and is line with the Yogyakarta Principles.

12 EQY LGBT MENTAL MEH

Congress notes
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That the results ofthe Supporting LGBT Lives Study of 2009 showed serious issues for LGBT
people in Ireland with regards to mental health and bullying.

Congress notes with concern

¢CKIG GKS&aS NBadzZ 6a aK2oSR OGKIdG a!tyvyz2ad wn LISN OF
people have attempted suicide and almost all saw this as related to their sexual identity and the
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Congress further notes

The high levels of self harming within the young LGBT community and the lelel®gphobia
that still exist in many areas of Irish society.

Congress mandates

That the VP for Equality and Citizenship and the VP Welfare engage with various LGBT
organisations like BeLonG To, TENI and GLEN and develop policies for LGBT mentabthealth a
best practice for promotion of positive mental health for LGBT people.

12EQ8 DIRECT ENGAGEMENT WITH STUDENTS ON LGBT CAMPAIGNS

Congress notes

The important role the LGBT Campaign within USI has played in theimmp fight for equal
rights for allLGBT people in Ireland and the world.

Congress further notes:

That through events such as USI Pink Training the LGBT Campaign has always been effective with
engaging with students on grassroots level.

Congress notes in particular

Campaigns focusing o Marriage, the MSM Blood Ban, ahttmophobia and Gender
Recognition Legislation campaigning have been successful but are still active andmmaist
SO.

Congress believes

That following the changes to the USI constitution and the merger of the RgBE Officer

Position into VP Equality and Citizenship role in order to continue the impact the course of LGBT
rights in this country it is vital that forward planning takes place forftihere LGBT Campaigns

in consultation with students on a grasstedevel.

Congress mandates

The VP Equality and Citizenship and VP Campaigns to write a campaign plan for the LGBT
Campaign year at the beginning of every term.
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Congress further mandates

The VP Equality and Citizenship to hold consultation days i &ayl with LGBT students to
access what the relevant campaign issues are for that year and to devise the year plan in
conjunction with the rest of the consultation.

12EQ9 GENDER NEUTRAL WELFARE CAMPAIGNS
Congress notes

That gender and sexuality norraan have significant negative effects on some students
particularly in the LGBT community.

Congress also notes

That these norms can be reinforced and propagated unintentionally by USI publications such as
the illustrations on the SHAG Week Packs for 2012

Congress believes

That USI should lead by example in getting society to treat all students equally
Congress therefore mandates

That Vice President for Welfare seek the advice of The Vice President for Equality &

Citizenship to ensure that USI welfax@mpaign materials are gender neutral, in advance of 5th
February 2013.
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11EQ1 LGBT AMBASSADORS

Congress notes
That many second level educational institutions do not have a formal LGBT bullying policy.
Congress appreciates

That acces® third level education by students identifying themselves as from the LGBT
committee is influenced by the experiences of those students at second level.

Congress understands

That third level students acting as LGBT ambassadors to their own prevammsiagy schools
will help promote understanding and acceptance of LGBT students in the second level education
system.

Congress thus mandatdatie LGBTRO, Deputy President and tducation Officer of USI:

To coordinate the campaign to promote third leveiudents as LGBT ambassadors in second
level schools across the country.

11EQ2 LGBT STUDENT SURVEY

Congress notes

There is very little statistical information about the experiences of LGBT people in third level
education.

Congress further notes

Theserious lack of statistical information makes helping to improve the college experiences of
LGBT students difficult.

Congress therefore mandates the LGBT Rights Officer

To conduct a nationwide survey on the student experiences of LGBT students.

11EQ3 LGBT SOCIETY MANUAL

Congress notes

There is a considerable lack of helpful resources for those trying to start up and run an LGBT
society.
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Congress believes

It would greatly aid those wishing to run or establish an LGBT society if there was a
comprehensre manual with information and resources for setting up and running society.

Congress therefore rndates the LGBT Rights Officer

To produce a manual outlining ways to set up, run and maintain a successful LGBT society which
can be used by Student Unioas well as students.

Congress further mandates the LGBT Rights Officer

To update the manual annually with any new information and to ensure it is ready for
distribution in September when the new college year begins.

11EQ4 LGBT RCKS

Congress notes

Thee is a serious lack of LGBT mental health, physical health and sexual health resources aimed
directly at students in third level education.

Congress believes

That an all round LGBT pack encompassing mental health and sexual health similar to the mental
health packs and SHAG packs provided by USI to the general student body could drastically
improve integration of LGBT students into the student body and improve awareness of the
specific mental, physical and sexual health needs of LGBT students among&Bibrstudents.

Congress mandates the LGBT Rights Officer

To develop and produce LGBT packs including information on mental health and sexual health
for distribution in all COs.

11EQ5 DIRECT STUDENT ENGAGEMENT
Congress notes

The effectiveness of thdSI LGBT campaign in directly interacting with the USI membership
through its links with student societies and USI Pink Training.

Congress believes
The USI Equality campaign should follow a similar structure.
Congress mandates

The Equality Officer torganise an annual intervarsity event for each of the equality sub
sections.

Congress further mandates the Equality Officer
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To enhance links with existing equality based student societies and to foster the
development of further equality related societieseach CO.

11EQ7 INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS IMMIGRATION REGULATIONS
Congress notes

The new immigration rules which came into effect on tieof January 2011 which change
immigration regulations for noiEEA students.

Congress further notes
That thereare some regressive part of these new regulations including:

9 The inability of international students who avail of the graduate employment
scheme in Ireland to immediately return to pegtaduate education in Ireland after
completing the scheme.

1 The fact tlat nonEEA students who have dependents in Ireland are unable to use
public first and second level schools for their dependents, which causes major
problems for students, particularly if their children are in primary school due to the
small number of priate firstlevel schools in Ireland.

Congress mandates the Equality Officer

To work with the Irish Council for International Students to campaign and lobby for changes
to be made to the immigration regulations in relation to the graduate employment scheme
and the use of public schools for the dependents of international students.
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10EQ1 CIVIL PARTNERSHIP BILL

Congress ates:

That the proposed Civil Partnership Bill falls short of offering members of the LGBT community
many of the same righ and responsibilities offered by Civil Marriage to the heterosexual
community.

Congresgurther notes:
That as it currently stands the Bill is unacceptable to the LGBT community.
Congressecognizes:

That the LGBT campaign is an integral part of UShaamy LGBT students would like to see a
national campaign on this issue.

Congressherefore mandates

The Deputy President, the Equality Officer and the LGBT Rights Officer to work together to roll
out a national campaign highlighting the issue and tibipthe government on this issue.

Congresgurther mandates

That the Deputy President, Equality Officer and LGBT RO work with other LGBT interest groups
on the Civil Marriage campaign, for example LGBT NOISE and Marriage Equality.

10EQ2 MIGRANT STURNES

Congress notes

That Erasmus, EU and non EEA (European Economic Area) students have access to dedicated
support services in third level colleges.

Congress further notes:

That there are clear policy guidelines on issues affecting Erasmus, EU ari@stuéents with
regard student fees, leave to remain in Ireland and the right to work while studying.

Congress recognizes:

That the same level of service and policy does not exist for migrants, children of migrants,
asylum seekers, refugees and/or chddrof same, some of whom are now completing primary
and secondary education in Ireland.

Congress believes

152



That these groups are entitled to receive a third level education in Ireland.

Congress mandates:

The Equality Officer to investigate what govexent and HEI policies exist in this area and to
collate the responses in a position paper accompanied by suggestions for future actions. Such a
position paper should be presented to National Council prior to Congress 2011.

10EQ3 STUDENTS WITH DISABST

REAPPROVED 2015
Congress notes:

That in order to communicate with students with disabilities, the USI Equality Campaign is
reliant on Disability Support Services and Access Offices in each third level campus. Union of
Students in Ireland Annual Coegs 2010 Comhdhail Bhliaintuil Aontas na Mac Leinn in Eirinn
2010-51--51¢

Congress further notes:

That this year there have been significant difficulties in reaching out to students with disabilities
in third level colleges.

Congress also notes:

That these difficulties are not specific to USI and are also experienced by other organisations
working in this area.

Congress mandates

The Equality Officer to make it a priority of 2010/2011 to design a system whereby USI Equality
can connect directly wit students with disabilities in third level and to seek assistance from
members of Officer Board, USI staff and external organisations on how best to achieve this.

10 EQ4 Communicating with Part Time Officers
Conference notes:

That part time officers est in each CO who work in the area of equality
Conference also notes:

That these officers are elected at different times in different colleges and so it is difficult to
organise a networking event at the beginning of the year
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Conference believes

Part time officers stand to gain a lot from being involved with the USI Equality Campaign

Conference mandates

The Equality Officer to meet individually with relevant part time officers once they are elected
and outline the positive benefits getting involvedWSI Equality can have.

Conference also mandates:

The Equality Officer to maintain contact with part time officers by circulating a campaign update
email once per fortnight

Conference further mandates

The Equality Officer to compile a contact list fpart time officers and to circulate this to
Equality Working Group a&sarly as possible in the year.

10EQ5 Negative Stereotypes in Irish Media
Conference notes

That often minority groups are represented poorly in both natiomal bbcal print media in
Ireland.

Conference regrets

That over the past 12 months there has been an increase in the number of such articles, in
particular on the issue of access of third level education

Conference mandates

The Equality Officer and all members of Equality Wigrko respond and counteract negative
images and stereotypes of minority students in the media through letters to the editor of the
publication involved

10EQ 6  Students Attitude to Equality

Conference notes

The recent research by the Equality & Righitence mto Irish attitudes on equality.
Conferencealso notes:

The research is not specific to student attitudes

Conference believes:
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That the Equality Campaign cannot be effective in campaigning on equality until it establishes
what studentsthink abaut the issues involved.

Conference mandates

The Equality Officer to commission a nationwide student survey on attitudes to equality in third
level education and to use the results of this survey to inform the equality campaign going
forward.

10EQ 7  Online Campaigning

Conference notes

The necessity for USI Equality to campaign through various online media, for example,
Facebook, Twitter, Blogging.

CGonference also notes:

The increasing success of the current online activities of the USI Equalitgigamp

Conference mandates

Equality Working Group to continue utilising online media to further the aims of the campaign
Conference further mandates

All members of Equality Working Group to write a blog on an issue relevant to the campaign at
least one a month

Conference mandates:

The Equality Officer to run competitions through online media in order to encourage students to
be moe interactive with the campaign.

10EQ 8 Branding USI Equality

Conference notes

The success of the rebranding of the B&liality Campaign in rejuvenating the image of the
campaign among students, COs and NGOs

Conference mandates

The Equality Officer and Equality Working Group to continue to use the new logos and colour
coding in all apects of the Equality Campaign.
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10EQ9 NUSUSI Collaboration

Conference notes:

That NUSUSI coordinates an equality campaign for the Northern Area

Conference notes:

That the structure of the NUSUSI campaign is similar to the structure of the USI Equality
Campaign

Conference believes:

Tha it would be beneficial to both NUSUSI and USI if officers involved in both campaigns
communicated regularly and shared ideas and experiences

Conference mandates:

The Equality Officer to organise one meeting per semester between the two campaigns to
disauss possible collaborations and to provide support, if requested, to the NUSUSI Equality
Campaign

Conference further mandates

All members of Equality Working Group to keep in regular contact with counterparts working in
the NUSUSI Equality Campaign
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09 EQ AHEAD

Congress notes

Previous policy (08/EQ6) which mandates the President and Welfare Officer to open discussions
with AHEAD with a view to working together on common areas of interests.

Congress further notes

That the Equality fficer, who has the responsibility to support the autonomous disability
campaign, and the Disability Rights Officer are best placed to build links with AHEAD.

Congress acknowledges:

The work of the Equality Officer and Disability Rights Officer thisiyeahieving the above
aim.

Congress further acknowledges

The current work being done by USI and AHEAD in relation to compiling a guide for student
union officers on how best to develop policy and services for students with disabilities.

Congress recognes

That in the past number of months, support services for students with disabilities as well as the
WCdzy R T2NJ { idzRSyiGa 6A0GK 5AaloAftAGASAQ KI @S

(p))
I-I-I/

Congress mandates
The Equality and Disability RightHi€rs to:
Continue to build links with AHEAD;

Work with AHEAD to develop initiatives which can counteract the current cuts to support funds
for students with disabilities;

Oppose any further cuts to support services for students with disabilities;
Promot and assist the development of student societies for students with disabilities;

Work with AHEAD to organise an annual one day event for students with disabilities;

09EQ 4 USI RAINBOW WEEK

Conferencenotes:
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Conferencealso mandates

The LGBT RO to communicate with the Students Unions and the LGBT societies and assist in the
organisation of the Rainbow Weeks to those colleges that need assistance.
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Gender Equality

10GEL Reclaim the Night
Conference notes:
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Feminist Network and the National Union of Students in the UK (NUSUK) to highlight thefissue o

sexual violence against women.

Confererce is disappointed

By recent research from the Rape Crisis Network Ireland (December 2009) which outlined a poor
conviction rate for crimes of rape and sexual violence in Ireland, inaccurate stereotypes of rape
as well poor treatment of victimly membersof An Garda Siochana.

Conference mandates:
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Conference further mandates

TheEquality Officer and the Gender Equality Officer to contact the Rape Crisis Network Ireland
to explore possible collaborations on the issue of sexual violence against women.

10GE 3 Childcare Facilities

Conference notes

That access to affordable childedas difficult in Ireland

Conference also notes:

That access to flexible and affordable childcare is difficult for students
Conference is aware:

That some third level institutions have créches on or close to campus and that a number of
places in said éches are reserved for students

Conference is also aware:

That childcare/creche subsidy schemes exist in different colleges
Conference believes:

That all third level institutions should provide a childcare facility for students
Conference mandates:

TheEquality Officer, Gender Equality Office and Mature Student Officer to lobby all relevant
authorities to establish childcare facilities on all third level campuses. Such childcare facilities
should include both creche and after school care facilities &odld be affordable for students.
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Furthermore a majority of places in these facilities should be reserved for registered students of
the institution.

10GE 6  Campaigning for Women

Conference notes

That USI had a successful Wor@eRights Campaign in tipast
Conference also notes:

That in recent years there has been very little policy on Wdahiesues
Conference believes

That there is a problem with female participation in USI
Conferences further believes

That current officers could learn a lot frottme experience of past female officers, particularly
those who were involved in the wom@nrights campaign

Conference mandates

The Equality Officer to convene a roundtable with interested ex officers to discuss how to
progress womens involvement in thaion.
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International Students

101S 4 Hnance for International Students
Conference notes

That International Students face hefty fees for studying in Ireland

Conference also notes

That there is a lack of transparency surrounding these fees and hovatkeyosted
Conference believes

That financial stress, caused by such large fees and the expense of living in Ireland, has a
negative impact on the student experience for international students

Conference mandates

The Equality Officer & Internationalusients Officer to always lobby for transparent costings of

all fees charged to international students and that these fees are advertised well in advance of a
student arriving in Ireland. Where possible, officers should lobby for a decrease in the amount
charged to international students.
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10LGBR Homophobic Bullying

Conference notes
¢CKFG GKS NBadzZ Ga 2F (GKS aGa[D. ¢ [A@Sa¢ adz2NBSe
time for an LGBT person to come out to themselves, with 17 being the ageafithem start to

come out. This means most LGBT people are in secondary school while beginning their coming
out process, or just starting college

Conference further notes

That over 58% of LGBT people reported homophobic bullying in their schoothaa®d% of
LGBT people currently experience verbal abuse due to their LGBT identity in their day to day
lives

Conference believes
That LGBT students can be victims of homophobic abuse in college
Conference mandates

The LGBTRO to work alongside th&JI86 a joint anti homophobic bullying campaign, covering
both secondary school and college students to raise awareness of this issue

Conference further mandatse

The LGBTRO to work with BeLonG To on this campaign, as they have established points of
contad for the area of homophobic bullying

10LGB® Anti-homophobia Campaign

Conference believes

It should be obvious to all students in USI colleges that homophobia will not be tolerated in any
form on campus.

Conference mandates

The LGBT RO to preparéoimation leaflets or pack for a campusde antthomophobia
campaign in all US| campuses on a certain day and to encourage all SUs to get involved.
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Mature Students
10MS2 Mature Students Officer

Conference notes:
The high increase in the number of matstudents attending third level education
Conference also notes

That increasing access to lifelong learning and creating diverse student populations is to be
welcomed

Conference is aware

That mature students have additional needs and that these &snamot represented at local
level in colleges

Conference believes that

In order to represent the needs of mature students, each student union should have a part time
mature student representative

Conference therefore mandates

The Mature Students Offic to lobby local COs to create part time mature student officer
positions and to assist all unions in the development of this position

10MS3 Peer Support for Mature Students

Conference notes:

The success of peer support networks across Irish Thiel Lrestitutions
Conference also notes

The difficulties faced by mature students returning to education
Conference believes:

That other mature students are best placed to understand these issues and support mature
students in first year

Conference mandtes

The Mature Students Officer to lobby each college to establish a matirelzR Sy G Qa LIS S NJ & dzL.
network.

National Affairs
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17NA1 Amendment to Article 40.3.2 of Bunreacht na hEireann

CONGRESS NOTES

the effect of article 40.3.2 of Bunreacht na fegainn in the case of The Housing (Private Rented
Dwellings) Bill referred under Article 26 to the Supreme Court that forbad the state from
introducing rent controls.

CONGRESS BELIEVES
that this article has had a negative and erroneous effect on publicypwitt regard to the right
to safe and affordable housing in Ireland.

CONGRESS THEREFGRRDMTES AS POLICY HABSITION THAT
Article 40.3.2 of Bunreacht na hEireann should be amended in order to allow for a fairer and
more equitable regulation of the reat market by the Oireachtas.

17 NA 2 The Impact of Brexit both North and South

t NBELRPASR 08 vdsSSyQa ' yAGSNEAGE . SETFFad {ddRS

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

1 That on 23 June 2016, the United Kingdom voted in a referendum to leave the
membership of the Empean Union.
That 56% of the electorate in Northern Ireland voted to Remain in that referendum.
That young people and students in particular voted overwhelmingly to Remain within
the EU on 23rd June 2016, in Northern Ireland, and across the UK.
1 That, as aesult, there exists a democratic deficit between the north of Ireland and

other regions.
1 That due to this democratic deficit, there exists a possibility that the rights of students,
YR GKS @l fdzSa 2F GKS &d0GdzRSy (aQnished,@dSYSy i
neglected or ignored during Brexit negotiations between the UK and the EU.
That there will also be a number of worrying ramifications for the Republic of Ireland.
That there has already been a fall in the number of international students, plarizu
EU students, applying to study in Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
CONGRESS IS CONCERNAT:

1 That withdrawal from the EU will have profound political, economic and social effects on

our society, and on opportunities for students.
1 That hugely sccessful initiatives for student mobility such as the Erasmus+ scheme may
be severely curtailed.

1 That the number of students who are from Northern Ireland and want to study in the
Republic of Ireland, or vice versa, will reduce as a result of withdreévwangthe EU.
That access to healthcare via the European Health Insurance Card will be under threat.
That the number of people from the Island of Ireland who want to access reproductive
healthcare in Great Britain will now face additional barriers due tbdvawing from the
EU.
1 That EU nationals, including students and academics, living in the UK may be used as

1
1

1
1
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1 That civic society in Northern Ireland, and the neadd interests of our society and
citizens will be neglected during Brexit negotiations.

1 That issues of border control and immigration in Britain will have a profound impact on
the Irish border, with freedom of movement curtailed, and trade on the island
hampered.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

1 The USI Officer Board to actively campaign to ensure that the rights and values of the
student movement are not diminished or ignored, and are reflected and promoted,
during Brexit negotiations between the UK and the EU, amthduany negotiation
between Governments in London and Dublin.

1 These rights, opportunities and values include, but are not limited to:

0 Access to EU funding and patrticipation in EU teaching, learning, travel and
research programs.
o Freedom of movement tlmugh Europe, especially for students and academics
o Protection of Equality Legislation and the Good Friday/Belfast Agreement in
Northern Ireland.
0 ¢KS WNRIKG (G2 NBYFAYQ F2NJ 9! yIGA2ylta fA
the UK.
Retaining the Erasus+ Scheme
Access to European Healthcare
o0 Retention of the Common Travel Area, and the right to unhindered free
movement, across the island of Ireland
0 The USI Officer Board to engage with NLES, NUSUK, ESU, and with civic
society, in order to developlear and informed policy stances on the
implications of Brexit.

o O

17 NA4 Car Insurance Campaign

CONGRESS NOTES WIONCERN:
The cost of car insurance claims has increased by 44% from 2012 to 2015 while insurance costs
have soared by more tharO% since June 2013.

CONGRESS ACKNOWLEDGE
The increase of fees, rent, cost of college materials, transport and other costs on students have
made attending thirdevel a financial difficulty.

CONGRESS FURTHER®@@GKEDGES:

The Cost of Insurance Committee, Chairpersoned by Minister of State Eoghan Murphy TD, has
published its report containing 33 recommendations comprising 71 actions with
recommendations that implementation needs to be swift in order for these recommendations
to be felt for consumers.
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CONGRESS MANDATES:
The USI Vice President for Campaigns and USI Officer Board to ensure that disputes,
negotiations and political lobbying is inclusive of the student perspective.

CONGRESS FURTHERDMAKS:

The USI Vice President for Campaigns totfeérexternal campaign led by taxi drivers, road
hauliers, older people groups and sympathetic political parties to take action on car insurance
increases.

17 NA 6 Sugar Tax
This will require a simple majority to pass

CONGRESS NOTES:
That Finance Ministdvlichael Noonan announced plans to introduce a sugar tax in Budget 2017

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
1 That the United Kingdom is working towards an implementation of a similar tax in 2018
Congress
1 A public consultation process is currently underway regardirignidementation in the
Republic of Ireland

CONGRESS THEREFOYRNDMTES:
That the Vice President for Welfare to engage with this public consultation process

16 NA IElectoral Commission

Proposed by the Vice President for the Southern Region
NOTE THAT TOSFRINTO POLICY, NHISTON WILL REQUIREWGTHIRDS
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Congress Notes:

In Ireland there is currently no Electoral Commission.

Congress Further Notes:
That the establishment of an Electoral Commission was promised for the term of ¥HaaB1
but wasn't established in the term of government.

Congress Believes:

That setting up an Electoral Commission allows for an Independent body outside government to
recommend and submit strategies to improve the electoral turnout, and Voter Registiatin
educate on Electoral processes.

Congress Believes:
That it is in our Interest to see the establishment of the Electoral Commission during the term of
the 32 Dail.

166



Congress Mandates:
The VP Equality and Citizenship with the assistance akOBfpad to lobby members of the
Oireachtas and to establish the Electoral Commission in the term of tHéaR

16 NA Non-EEA Student Visas

Proposed by DITSU
NOTE THAT THIS MOTWILL REQUIRE AMIH (50%+1) MAJORTOYPASS INTO POLICY

Congress notes:
That thousands of students come from overseas to study in higher education in Ireland.

Congress further notes:
That students from outside the European Economic Area can be faced with serious problems if
there are delays in their visa application and registm process.

Congress notes with concern:
That there are increasing reports of delays within the system due to the inability of the
Department of Justice and the GNIB to process higher numbers of student applications.

Congress further notes:
That delaysn these processes can cause international students undue stress due to lack of
information on their status in the country and the education system.

Congress therefore mandates:

The President, in conjunction with the ViPeesident for Academic Affairs aQuiality

Assurance, to lobby the Department of Justice, Department of Education, and all other relevant
bodies to ensure that such delays do not occur in the academic year 2016/17, as well as
ensuring that no international student in higher education sadivantaged by any delays that

may occur.

16 NA 4 Technological Universities Bill Legislation

Proposed by DITSU
NOTE THAT THIS MON'WILL REQUIRE AMLHE (50%+1) MAJORTOYPASS INTO POLICY
Congress Notes:

The exciting period occurring in the third Iéeglucation sector at presentith the
establishment of Technological Universities in Ireland.

Congres€ommends:
The Minister for Education and Skdlddress to USI Congress 2015, wheceramitment was
madefor the establishment oTechnological Univsitiesin Ireland.

Congress Mandates:
The President anWlicePresident g#&ademic and Quality Assurantelobby the Department of
Education and all relevant bodies/forums, to fulfil their commitment to the establishment of
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Technological Universities in lagld. Furthermore, to lbby the Minister for Education artskills
to ensure that the TU Bill Legistat is passed through the Dail aBeanad stages with the
recommended amendments contributed date before December 2016.

15NA 2 Review of Best Practiggh Regard to MSM Blood
Donation

USI Congress Notes:
The growing support for the change of blood donation criteria, with particular reference to
MSM criteria.

USI Congress Recognises:

3,000 donations are needed every week

Over 1,000 people receivednsfusions every week in Ireland

Only 3% of the Irish population give blood, providing blood for a population of over 4
million

Only 5% of the Irish population eligible to give blood do so
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USI Congress further Notes:

That many other countries and statesuch as recently the United States of America, have
changed their policy regarding the donation of blood by MSM donors. Sexual orientation
screening negates the possibility of many potential blood donors based on outdated evidence
and research.

USI Congss Affirms:
Where possible it is best to use existing evidence and research to inform decisions and stances
upon issues.

15NA 3 Relationships with Trades Unions

Congress commends
the alliance building with education trade unions by USI Officerbddine past year.

Congress believes
that these relationships will be invaluable not only in the context of solidarity within the
education sector but also in the context of the next General Election.

Congress believes

that the Education system as a whotleserves protection and that it is incumbent on
stakeholder unions to fight against the egregious attack that has occurred during the austerity
period.

Congress therefore mandates
the USI President to enter into negotiations with stakeholder trade unionghe primary,
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secondary and third level education system towards building a common platform on
Education for the next General Election. Proposed USI Motions

15NA 4 Student Supports for Prisoners

Congress notes
That prisoners in the Irish prison systeoan find it difficult to qualify for student supports
when applying to further or higher education.

Congress Further Notes

Improved access to education in the prison system means an increasing number of people are
applying to go to college while incarceratl or upon release and a lack of access to supports is
acting as a barrier to this.

Congress Mandates
The VP AAQA to work with the relevant bodies to alleviate and remove these restrictions.

15NA 5 Traveller ethnicity

Congress notes

¢ KI 4 L NFButoty fuRé&nights énd équality bodies including the Irish Human Rights
Commission and the Equality Authority have concluded that Travellers fulfill the relevant
sociological and anthropological criteria for recognition as a distinct ethnic group.

Congres also notes
That Travellers are recognised as a distinct ethnic minority in Britain, Northern Ireland,
Scotland and Wales, and as separate from rAwaveller Irish people.

Congress further notes
The recommendations and findings emanating from the ColieéiEurope and the United
bridA2ya OFffAy3a 2y GKS {GFGS G2 NBO23IyAaS (NI oSt

Congress believes
That the State cannot continue to deny Travellers their right to sieléntify as members of an
ethnic group.

Congress therefore mandates
TheVP Equality and Citizenship to engage in a campaign callintperrish government to
recognise the ethnic status of Irish Travellers.
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15NA 6 Debt writedown for Ireland

Congress acknowledges:

¢KEG GKS | yAz2yQa O2NB  LiNgbodRduliyolecess and edlitgtdt G A 2 y

opportunity, among the funding of other essential public services require a significant
investment on the part of the state.

Congress notes with grave concern:
The extent to which the Irish state and its people habeen saddled with Edwide debt,
I O02dzy GAy3 F2NJ ecnoy Ay G201t &

Congress also notes with concern:
The lack of progress within government on this level of debt and the impact in particular that
this has on the ability of the state to address the fundingfitit in higher education.

Congress affirms:
Its opposition to the way in which Ireland has been disproportionately hindered by the total
debt of the European Union.

Congress supports:
calls for an Ellvide conference on debt relief, akin to the one thapurred on the Marshall
Plan after the Second World War and provided debt relief for Germany.

Congress mandates:

The VP Campaigns and President to lobby and campaign in opposition to the grossly unfair
debt imposed on Ireland by the ECB, the EU and d&, with a view to working alongside
like-minded organisations to achieving a debtrite down.

15NA 7 Alcohol Advertising in Sport

Congress notes
The influence alcohol advertising in sport has on young people.

Congress notes with concern
In January 2015plans to allow a legislative clause which would eventually allow for the
banning of alcohol sponsorship of sports have been dropped.

Congress mandates

The Vice President Welfare to campaign with Alcohol Action Ireland for such a ban to be
introduced.

15NA9 Criminal Justicé&Spent Convictions) Bill

Congress notes:
The Criminal Justice (Spent Convictions) Bill 2012 has seemed to have fallen by the way side
since the resignation of the former Minister for Justice. The proposed Bill would allow certain

coy BAOGA2yA (2 6S5S02YS a{LSyideée FGESNI I LISNA2R 27
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would allow people convicted of crimes that carry nesustodial sentences to act as if their
convictions had not existed.

Congress further notes:

The limitationspla8 R dzLl2y 1LIJS2LX S GKI G NBOSAGSR O2yBAQGA2Y:
minor offence people can be impeded in gaining Visas for certain countries and can also

detrimentally affect their employment prospects throughout their lifetime.

In Ireland we curratly punish people for life no matter how minor the offence committed.

This legislation is of enormous importance to the thousands of people in Ireland who have

difficulty accessing work, education/training and even home insurance for one stupid mistake,

usually made when they were younger (aged-28), for which they received a conviction such

as a fine or probation, and for which they continue to be punished for the rest of their lives.

This legislation is not about letting people off; it is about givipgople a second chance, after
they have served their punishment (whether a fine, probation, community service or custodial
sentence) and after they have desisted from offending behaviour for a period-Gfya&ears. It is
Ay SOSNEO2RE Qa yanyoirsghshaople td riddvaion fioth Offeridling behaviour.

Congress mandates

the Vice President for Equality and Citizenship to lobby the current Minister for Justice to put
this Bill to the DAil so that it may be passed and written into legislation.

introduced.

Congress Mandates:

Both the VP AAQA and the VP Equality and citizenship to investigate the experiences of
international students on Irish campuses and prepare a document outlining best practices
(nationally and/or internationally) of encouraging irgrnational student engagement in the
Irish Student Movement and in the student experience in general. The documents
recommendations should be submitted for discussion and agreement from MOs within the
first two national councils in the academic year

14NA1 LIVING WAGE CAMPAIGN

Congress notes:

That the Living Wage is the minimum hourly rate at which one can live on without fear of
poverty. Eurostat statistics show that 20.7% of the workforce receive low pay.

Congress also notes that

w There is a strong aapaign in England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland for a living
61 3S YR GKIFIG GKS OdaNNByld fAQGAYy3I 6F3IS NIFXGS A
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support the living wge
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since 2007, at a much faster pace than anywhere else in Europe. The arghatent
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than-Europearaverage labour costs, high increases in business profits, and the
increased benefits to business of paying a living wage.

Congress believes:
w Studens and workers have the right to be able to afford to live and not just survive.

w The introduction of a living wage would be a strong commitment to decent living in our
society and enable workers to afford the basic requirements of everyday living.

w The lving wage not only ensures that the employees are lifted out of poverty, it is also
beneficial for the employer. We believe that a living wage improves retention rates,
reduces absenteeism and produces a higher level of staff morale.

Congress further beliees:

w That the education sector should be amongst the most progressive employers in the
country.

® 9ROl A2y AyadAaddzdiazya yR &GdRSYy(4aQ dyrzya
GKSANI &GFFF F FEANI 638 F2NJ b FFEANI RF2QAa 62N

w Education institutionshould commit to paying a living wage.
Congress mandates:
w The USI President to call for a living wage in Ireland for all of society.

w ¢KS !'{L hFFAOSNI . 2INR (2 &adzZllll2NI addzRSyidaQ dz
and lobby their institutions to dthe same.

w The USI President to continue to collaborate with trade unions to work in partnership
for students and workers.

14NAZ2 ZERO HOUR CONTRACTS

Congress notes with concern:

The problems of Zero Hour Contracts, seeing them as exploitative, prasaid
disproportionately altering the relationship between employers and employees, many of whom
are students.

Congress regrets

That this has additional problems in relation to families/ single parents, given the difficulties of
combining Zero Hour Canacts and childcare.

Congress mandates:

USI to confirm its opposition to Zero Hour Contracts, and work with the trade union movements
and sympathetic political parties to bring about the abolition of ZHC.
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14NA3  GCORPORATION TAX IN IRELAND

Congress notg

That the corporation tax in Ireland stands at 12.5%

Congress further notes

That many companies do not pay this rate of tax

Congress notes

The potential damage raising the corporation tax could have on investment in the country.
Congress recognises

That increasing the corporation tax, based on the current system, would likely not yield a
proportionate tax take.

Congress mandates

The USI to lobby the government to bring about a situation corporations pay a closer to rate of
12.5% Corporation tax whigh already quite low by comparison to other nations.

14 NA 4PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Congressotes:
The year on year cut backs to Public Transport funding in Ireland.
Congresdgurther notes:

The constant hikes in the cost of using Public Transport with narappimprovement of
service.

Congress ates with concern

The decreased availability and increased cost of accommodation for students forcing more
students to commute to college.

Congressecognises

The cost of public transport for students in Irelasdignificantly higher than in other European
countries.

Congressnandates:

The President and the Vice President for Welfare to lobby the relevant bodies including the
Minister for Transport to provide improved student discounts on all forms of puialicsport,
and to lobby for increased Nitelink bus services-mekk and to report to Council on both
issues by September 2014.
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14 NAS OPTOUT ORGAN DONATION

Congress notes
The importance of organ donation within this country in saving lives.
Congres applauds

TKS dzal3S 2F 2NHIY R2ylFGA2y OFNRA YR (KS
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Congress further applauds

TKS AYLX SYSyidlidAzy 2F Iy a2 LiéighBodrigEFudbg@&sS Y S ¢
countries.

Congress belieas
That further actions should be taken to lobby for apt out scheme to be introduced in Ireland.
Congress therefore mandates

USI President and VP for Welfare to lobby relevant parties for the promotion of avubpt
scheme in relation to organ donata.

13NA1 VOTESAT 16

Congress notes

Previous mandates 11 / NA 2 which has ensured USI hold regular voter registeatipaigns,
11/ NA 5 which calls for a more streamlined approach towards vetgstration in the form of
an Electoral Commission

Congress further notes

That the voting age for all national elections and referendums in Ireland is currenibais
old.

Congress observes

The Council of Europe has called upon its 47 member states to start the process towards
lowering the electorahge to the age of 16.

Congress recognises

That having a student population who are participating in political decisionshanbting
process can be an effective lobbying tool when interacting with pubticesentatives.
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Congress believes

That lowerimg the voting age in Ireland to 16 years old could improve the interactistudents
with the political system and could improve their engagement with society fight the time
they begin in higher education.

Congress mandates

The VP Equality and Céizship to lobby for the legal voting age in Ireland to be reduoetb
years old. They should collaborate with the European Youth Forum, Span@®ather relevant
organisations where possible and interact with the Constituti@@hvention. This mandate
should be completed within three years or until the voting &®wered; whichever is reached
first.

13NA5 CROKE PARK AGREEMENT

Congress nies:

That current USI policy calls for themegotiation of the Croke Park agreement, wist#l
endeavouringo protect the rights of public sector employees.

Congress believes

That a situation has developed whereby new entrants to the public service arsigaificantly
less than those employed prior to the signing of the Croke Park Agreemeantier to ersure
protection for current workers.

Congress further mandates
The USI President to lobby that as part of thesaggotiations that the pay gap andequities

which have now formulated between newer entrants and those staff previongiiace should
be addressed.

Congress further mandates

The USI President to take a stance that across the entire public service, not just in Higher
Education, that the unfair imbalance and treatment of young people and graduatesked at
as a priority.

13NA6 RESEAPRH INTO THE CAUSES AND SOLUTIONS OF THE
CURRENT CRISIS

Congressnandates

Officerboard to lobby the government to initiate and reledseds to fundPhD scholarships
who would look into both causes/solutions of tharrent crisis and debt reduction.
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13 NA/ WASTE IN PUBLIC SPENDING

Congress notes with regret

The considerable waste of public monies which in many ways has categorig@@tlozy” i NE Q &
recent economic crash.

Congress condemns

The culture of greed and excess which has prevailed in many sectmuis gbvernanceind
society which allowed such waste to occur.

Congress observes

The existence of Statieinded taxpayer lobby groups in other countries which act tcatrgl
ensure that public money is spent in a more prudent and efficient manner.

Congressnandates

The USI President to call on the establishment of a similar organisation in Ireland io thet
best interests of the general taxpayer in budgetary lobbying and discussionfyrdd8| to have
representation on such a group on behalf of yopegple in Irish society.

12NAL /1 L[ 5w9b{Q wLDI ¢{

Congress notes

The absence of legislation in Ireland in relation to the protection of children
Congress fuher notes

The contents of the Cloyne, Ryan and Murphy Reports.

Congress recognises

That we, as a society, fail to protect vulnerable children.

Congress therefore mandates

USI Officerboard to actively support the proposed referendunddaA t  NBY 2B G a> G2
Campaign for Children and other organisations in favour of the refer@nadnd to actively
encourage and facilitate MOs to get involved in the campaign. This motion shall continue to be
in force for the next three years or until such time as the referendum has passed.
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12NA2 CROKE PARK AGREEMENT
Congress notes

The Public &vice Agreement 2022014 (Croke Park Agreement) imposes a moratorium on
public sector recruitment and guarantees no compulsory pay cuts to public sector staff until at
least 2014.

Congress notes with concern:

The lack of employment for graduates resudfifrom the recruitment freeze stipulated by the

Croke Park agreement and that the public sector pay freezes have resulted in less money being
available in the budgets of Educational Institutions for #pary expenditure such as student
services.

Congress blieves

¢CKFG GKS / NR1S tFN)] 3aNBSYSyid Kra KIFIR | yS3lFGAge
employment prospects.

Congress mandates
That USI calls for the renegotiation of the Croke Park Agreement.
Congress further mandates

The President to pursue a regetiation of the Croke Park agreement at the Lobby of the
Oireachtas & to propose a more studeniendly alternative which will still endeavour to
respect the rights of public sector employees

12NA 3  PRIVATE SCHOOLS

Congress recognises:

That we as atadent movement we must strive for true equality of opportunity at all levels in
the Irish education system. We also recognise that whether or not a child will makihiitdo
level education is very often determined by the quality of their secondargatiin.

Congress further recognises:

That many potential students have not made it to thiedel because they come from areas of
sociceconomic disadvantage, and thus cannot afford private schooling, or because the public
schools in their areas are notlaquate.

Congress notes:

The growth of grind schools and private secondary schools in Ireland in the past two decades,
and that this growth of the private school sector has led to a divided student body at second
level and beyond, and has also resultednany good public schools struggling to fill places and
stay open.

Congress further notes
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That students attending private schools have access to an education that is to a large extent
publicly-funded, but which is only accessible to those who can payptivate fees which run

into the thousands each year. This means that all taxpayers are being askdubidise an

education system that is only accessible to those children lucky enough to be born into relatively
well-off families, and that this privateducation puts them at a greatlvantage in attaining

higher CAO points and thus places on thadel courses.

Congress mandates Officer Board

To campaign for the removing of state funding for private primary and secondary schools, and
for any moniesaved in this process to be ring fenced andimeested in the widerpublicly

funded and publichaccessible education system including primary, secondary and third level
education. This should be completed within the next year

12NAS5 REFORM OF THEIH CONSTITUTION

Congress notes

The inherently Catholic ethos of the Irish Constitution/Bunreacht na hEireann.
Congress further notes

USI policy in the areas of marriage equality and abortion

Congress notes with concern:

That the Catholic naturef the Constitution prohibits any legislation which may seek positive,
fair and just advancement in these areas, areas in which USI has campaigned tirelessly for
decades.

Congress believes

That the Constitution of Ireland should be wholly secular inirgtand that no one religion
deserves constitutional supremacy over all others, nor should any one religion influence the
laws of the State.

Congress randates

The Vice President for Campaigns and the Vice President for Equality & Citizenship torabby f

seat for USI on the soew-be established National Constitutional Review Committee and to
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definition of marriage etc. are in line with USI policies. Thisdate must be fulfilled prior to

the national Constitutional review taking place.

12NA 7  ANTICOUNTERFEIT TRADE AGREEMENT (ACTA

Congress notes

The importance of copyright law and the protection of intellectual property rights and the need
of the Irsh government to act on this.
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Congress notes with concern:
The lack of public discussion on the ACTA Treaty and how it would be implemented in Ireland.
Congress further notes with concern

CKS LRGSYGALrt AYLI OG 27F |y ework S&dombilsiedcR ahd I NB dzy R !
civil liberties.

Congress therefore mandates

The VP/Campaigns to campaign and lobby on behalf of the students of Ireland to prevent the
ratification of the AntiCounterfeit Trade Agreement and the introduction of legislaton
enforce it in Ireland.

Congress further mandates

The VP/Campaigns to lobby and campaign for the next three years for a wider discussion on the
issue of copyright infringement and counterfeit trade prior to the Irish government putting in
place any lgislation in this area.

12NA8 PUBLIC & CIVIL SERVICE RECRUITMENT EMBARGO

Congress notes:

The difficulties caused by the current Public & Civil Service Recruitment Embargo and the
employment control framework in operation in the Higher Education Sector.

Congress further notes

That Ireland has a huge problem with Graduate Unemployment and that many of our best and
brightest are being forced to emigrate.

Congress therefore mandates

The President and VP/Campaigns to lobby for a root and branch reVighaneas of the public
and civil service. This review would enable the Government to create a public and civil service
that is appropriate for a modern Ireland. By creating a modern civil and public service the
Government would be in a position to ltfie embargo and recruit graduates into frontline
services and other areas appropriate for a modern Ireland.

12/ NA9 GRADUATE UNEMPLOYMENT & EMIGRATION

Congress welcomes

The progress made to the date on the implementation of the USI Reigniting thé Scoamomy
Policy adopted at Congress 2011.

Congress also welcomes
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The announcement of the Job Bridge, National Internship Scheme in June 2011.
Corgress notes with grave concern

Recent figures that over 100 Irish people are emigrating every day. Laaigeesnigration has
hugely negative social and economic consequences for communities across the country.

Congress mandates

The President and VP Campaigns to launch a large scale campaign to force Government to tackle
the problems of Graduate Unemployme&tEmigration and to create the appropriate
environment for job creation.

Congress further mandates

1 The President and VP Campaigns to lobby for the following amendments to the Job
Bridge Scheme.

A reduction in the Job Bridge criteria from 12 weeks wweéks.

The madification of the Social Welfare Code to enable employers to give a modest
stipend to interns.

That Job Bridge interns under the age of 25 qualify for the maximum rate of Job

Seekers Benefit.

= =2 =4 -4 -a -

Vetting of Internships on Job Bridge site.

This mandate shall expire after a period of 3 years if it is natmaroved by Congress.

12NA10 NATIONAL PROPERTY SERVICES REGULATORY AUTHORITY

Congress notes

The findings of the Auctioneering/Estate Agency Review Group established by the Minister for
Justice and Law Reform, that the existing statutory framework for the property sector in the
Republic of Ireland is outdated, inappropriate and inadequate for the presentndalet and

does not provide any ongoing official supervisory, disciplinary nswmerredress system.

Congress further notes

That to address these shortcomings, the Review Group recommended the establishment of a
Regulatory Authority to achieve uniformity and transparency in licensing, regulation and
provision of information to thepublic in relation to the property sector.

Congress understands

That the Minister for Justice and Law Reform has established the National Property Services
Regulatory Authority (NPSRA) as the agency to carry out this function.
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Congress believes

Thatthis is a hugely positive step by Government to regulate the property sector. At a time
where many businesses are facing liquidation, receivership, and other financial difficulties,
adequate governance is required more than ever. Furthermore, the enactaofehislegislation

to empower this regulatory authority would provide a significant support to our members along
with all tenants nationwide.

Congress mandates the Presidestd Vice President for Welfare

To voice the support of the USI; before the aridhe calendar year 2012, for the establishment
of the National Property Services Regulatory Authority (NPSRA).

Congress further mandates the Presidesaid Vice President for Welfare

To lobby the Minister for Justice and Law Reform; before the endeofalendar year 2012, to
ensure the swift and secure enactment of this legislation.

12NA10 MORTGAGE REPAYMENTS

Congress notes with concern

Recent figures that 1 in 7 householders are struggling to repay mortgages due to the economic
crisis.

Congresdurther notes:
That many students and families across the country have to make stark choices as to whether to

pay the mortgages, pay colleges fees or simply put food on the table to provide for their
families.

Congress also notes

That many families anaot in a position to meet mortgage repayments because they have been
made redundant or have had to close their business due to the economic crisis.

At present, families are bearing the full responsibility, that is losing their homes, for what can
now bedescribed as excessive lending by financial institutions. It is estimated that 36,000
mortgages are in arrears of three months or more and that 17,000 households are receiving
mortgage interest supplement.

Congress is concerned

That the financial crisibeing experienced by students and families across the country is
resulting increased levels of stress, anxiety and mental health issues.

Congress mandates:

The President, VP Equality and VP Campaigns to work with external organisations to campaign
andlobby the Government to introduce measures that support familiesturations where they
are unable to repay their mortgage and to ensure that families do not lose their homes.
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12NA 12 BVPLOYABILITY SKILLS CAMPAIGN

Congress notes
The focus being put oproducing workready, worldready graduates by the 3rd Level sector.
Congress further notes

The lack of clarity for many students around what graduate recruiters and employers are
actively seeking in graduates

Congressnandates

The Academic Affairs drQuality Assurance Officer and the Campaigns Officer to roll out a
nationwide campaign before June 1st 2013 with the aim to inform students on what skills make
them more employable and opportunities they have to develop them.

Congress further mandates

The Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance Officer to investigate the feasibility of a national
career guidance database/website for 3rd and 4th level students.

11 NA1l ABORTION LEGISLATION

Congress notes

The ruling in December 2010 by the European Coiuruman Rights which said that the Irish
{GFrdS KIFIR @A2t1 SR GKS NAIKLO&g2F S¢SLRABE HRKBE LD 2

Congress further notes
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constitution ast gives equality in the right to life of both the mother and the unborn
child, and recommended that legislation be introduced in this regard

Congress mandates the Equality Officer

To campaign for, and lobby the Government to legislate for abortioh i ¢ A G K (GKS a! (G2
DSYSN}If @ - ¢ OFa&aS 2dzRISYSyi

11NAZ2 VOTER REGISTRATION CAMPAIGN

Congress notes

The unusual political situation in the year 2010/2011 put USI under a lot of pressure as regards a
Voter Registration Campaign in the rup to a Gengal Election.
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Congress believes

That a Voter Registration Campaign would be more feasible operationally if it was carried out at
the start of the year instead of in the run up to the election.

Congress further notes

That to encourage peopletovoteantbt YA & G A2y Ydzald 6S NBIAAZGSNBRD L
Registration Campaign, it must be done through USI, who are registered.

Congress mandates USI Officer Bdbar

¢2 NY¥zy F +#20SNI wSIAAGNI GA2Yy [/ FYLIAIY SOSNE { SLIC
running Vaer Registration Campaigns, to make officers available on the ground to COs, and to
approve all CO information etc for any Voter Registration Campaign.

11NA3 An Ghaeilge don Ardteistiméireacht

Aithnionn an chomhdhail
Go bhfuil an Ghaeilge mar abhagéantach don Ardteistiméireacht faoi lathair
Aithnionn an chomhdhail ar lean

Go bhfuil roinnt fadhbanna ann leis an curaclam mar at4 sé agus roinnt moltai ar conas gur féidir
linn é a deisiu.

Creideann an chomhdhail go laidir

Gur cheart don Ghaeilge fariat mar croi abhar éigeantach don Ardteistiméireacht

Aithnionn an chomhdhdil le himni

Go mbeidh tionchar uafasach ag aon athru ar staideas na Gaeilge don Ardteistiméireacht ar
cursai trit leibhéil tri Ghaeilge agus todhchai an teanga.

Sainordaionn an Condhail Oifigeach na Gaeilge agus Oifigeach na bhFeachtas

Le feachtas a chur ar bun chun Athchdirit iomlan a bhaint amach ar curaclam na Gaeilge don
Ardteistiméireacht tri i a roinnt i dha abhar

1. Teanga na Gaeilgébhar éigeantach le béim ar scriobh agushkirt na Gaeilge

2. Saiocht agus Litriocht na Gaeilgbhar roghnach le béim ar filiocht, litriocht
agus stair na Gaeilge.

Irish Language for the Leaving Certificate
Congress note

That the Irish Language is currently a compulsory subject for the Leauitific@te.

Congress further notes
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That there have been many problems with the Irish curriculum in schools and many suggestions
on how to fix the current curriculum

Congress strongly believes
That Irish should remain a central & compulsory subject ferltbaving Certificate.
Congress notes with concern

That making the Irish language optional at Leaving Certificate level will have a disastrous impact
on third level Irish language courses and the future of the language

Congress mandates the Irish Languag#icer and Campaigns Officer

To campaign for a revamp of the Irish language for the leaving certificate by splitting the subject
into two subjects.

1. lIrish Languagea compulsory subject with emphasis on speaking and writing the
language

2. Culture and Larature of Irish Languagan optional subject with emphasis on
poetry, literature and history of the language

11NA4 GAELSCOILEANNA

Aithnionn an Chomhdhail

An tabhacht at4 ag Gaelscoileanna de todhchai an teanga agus an fas ollmhér sa méid
Gaelscoileana le 20 bhliain anuas.

Aithnionn an chomhdhdil le himni

Go bhfuil géargha le scoileanna nua in aiteanna airithe agus go bhfuil éileamh ann i gcomhair
Gaelscoileanna

Aithnionn an chomhdhdil ar lean le himni

Go bhfuil tuismitheoiri ina dhiaidh scoileanadhunu iad féin gan aitheantas né airgead on
rialtas.

D4 bhri sinn sainordaionn an chomhdhail seo an Oifigeach Oideachais agus Oifigeach na Gaeilge:

Chun stocaireacht a dhéanamh ar an Aire Oideachais le fail réidh leis lanchosc ata ann faoi
lathair agude cinnte a dhéanamh go bhfuil an Ghaeilge curtha chun cinn trid an céras
oideachais ar fad

Congress recognises

The importance of Gaelscoileanna to the development of the Irish language and the dramatic
increase in the numbers of Gaelcoileanna in the Rfisyears.
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Congress believes
That every lIrish citizen should be given the choice to-lrisdium education.
Congress notes with concern

That in certain areas there is a need for new schools urgently and a great demand for
Gaelscoileanna.

Congress furthenotes with concern

That parents have had to take matters into to their own hands and set up unrecognised
privately funded schools

Congress therefore mandates the Education Officer and the Irish Language Officer

To lobby the government and the MinistarfEducation to abolish the current embargo and to
ensure the promotion of the Irish language throughout the education system.

11NAS5 ROLLING REGISTER

Congress notes
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means there is little public confidence in the current method of voter registration.

Congress further notes

That responsibility for compiling the electoral register lies with individual local authorities rather
than a central body. While this maeem like a sensible delegation of responsibilities, in reality
the opposite is true. It has been shown that the current method of voter registration allows for:

1 Varying degrees of priority afforded to maintaining data;

1 Wide variety of practices amonggistration authorities;

1 Insufficient fieldworkers and dootto-door visits to obtain the necessary information.
Congress believes

That transferring responsibility for managing the register away from the local authorities to a
newly created Electoral Comssion operating an individual, rolling register would greatly
increase the accuracy of the electoral register. Furthermore, it would make the process of
registering students in third level colleges much easier as only one authority would be involved
in theregistration process.

Congress mandates the Deputy President, Education Officer and Area Officers:

To lobby for the creation of an Electoral Commission that would facilitate an individual, rolling
register to ensure that the electoral register is updte and accurate going forward.
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1INAG MINIMUM WAGE

Congress notes

That students lucky enough to secure pamie employment to supplement their income while

engaged in education often earn the minimum wage.

Congress condemns

The decision of the outgog Governmentto cutth¥ A YA Ydzy ¢ 3S  S@St

Congress further notes

a2

That this decreased wage will have severe impacts on the delicate balance between academic
study and work, and will force many students to work even longer hours to the detriment of

their acadenic performance.

Congress therefore mandates Officer Board

To lobby and campaign for the restoration of the minimum wage to its20@0 level.
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Congress notes

That the exceptions to reduced payments to under 25s are:

1 Claimants with dependent children.
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People under 25 participating in a course of education, training or Community
Employment. However, when the course ends you will return to an age related JA payment,
if you were getting one before you started the course.

You vere at least 20 years of age on 30 December 2009 and became unemployed on or
before 30 December 2009.

You were 18 or 19 on 30 December 2009 and you became unemployed on or before 29
April 2009.

You are 22 to 24 and taking part in the Work Placement Progr@nun by FAS.

Congress further notes
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provision of 20,000 graduate work placement places, and that the 2011 Budget included
provisions for the creation of 15,000gzles.

Congress believes

That reducing social welfare payments purely on the basis of age is discriminatory.

That the limiting of increased payments for those taking part in the FAS Work Placement
Programme to the ages of 224 is discriminatory and shoulge extended to all under 25s as
long as reduced payments for under 25s persists.

Congress mandates

The
NI
Ly
2y

President, Deputy President and Equality Offioezampaign for the abolishment of
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those on the FAS Work Placement Prograntonee extended to all those below 25, and to

include those who have applied for the FAS Work Placement Programme. They should also
lobby and campaign for those participating in any national work placement programmes outside
of FAS to similarly be eligébfor increased payments.
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O9NA 4  Elections Campaign
Congress applauds

The current USI policy on increasing the student vote.
Congress mandates

The President to immediately begin lobbying all political parties with regard to stuskues,
specifically funding of third level education.

Congress further mandates
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Congress also mandates

The President and O¢ér Board to immediately begin a campaign to improve student access to
voting ¢ through lobbying for weekend voting, on campus polling stations anadstating the
right to be registered at home and at college.

INTERNAONAL AFFAIRS

171A1 Protection of J1 Visa Program

CONGRESS NOTES WHEP CONCERN
the policy effects of the selection of Donald Trump by the Electoral College of the United States

to be their 45th President.
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CONGRESS IN PARTARWINOTES
that Mr. Trump had indicatethat he would seek to repeal thellVisa programme and the
impact this would have on Irish students who seek to participate in the program.

CONGRESS BELIEVES

that this program has been beneficial for positive relations between the United States and
Ireland and a deeper sharing of the historical relationship between Ireland and the United
States.

CONGRESS THEREFGSNDMTES
the President to lobby the Irish Government to make the preservation and continuation of this
program a diplomatic priority in theirmgagement with the United States.

151A1 Transatlantic Trade ahd/estment Partnership

Congress notes with concern:

the on-going negotiations between the European Union and the United States in relation to
the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnéip, and the potential impact that it could
have on Irish higher education, democracy and wider society.

Congress does not support:

the lowering of any EU standards in regards to the environment, food safety, animal welfare
YR 62N]SNEQ NRAIK(Ga®D

In addition, Congress is especially concerned that under TTIP, the US would be allowed to
export shale gas to Europe thus increasing fracking in the US and allowing US companies to
challenge fracking bans in Europe under the Inves8iate Dispute Settlement clause

2 KAfS /2y3aINBaa adzZdR2NIa GKS 9! Qa STFF2NIla Ay 22606
health and wellbeing of those living in the EU and therefore call on the EU to use these
negotiations to encourage the US to raise its standards rather thamddng its own.

Congress affirms

that while it does not oppose free trade in principle, TTIP does not amount to a traditional
free trade agreement but rather threatens to constitute an historic infringement upon
democratic governance.

Conference mandats

Officer Board to campaign against TTIP and to engage withiiileded organisations in
Ireland and across Europe on the matter.

141A1 SUPPORTING LGBT RUSSIA

Congress is aware
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homosexuality in Ireland.

Congress believes

That as a Union we have a responsibility to ensure that human rights are protected, not only for
our members but also for our European and international counterparts.

Congress is appalie
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implemented by the lawmakers of the Russian Federation.

Congress notes withancern:

That the Russian LGBT community is living in conditions of extreme oppressionophmite ¢
with ads of violence on a daily basis.

Congress is disgusted
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of the LGBT community with almost complete immunity from the law.

Congress is opposed

To the regime that has been imposed upon the LGBT people in the Russian Federation and
conveys solidarity with those who are risking their own lives to fight against this oppressive
regime.

Congress randates:

The USI Equality and Citizenship Vice Presidemiganise a repeat of the recent demonstration
in front of the Russian Embassy inageration with other LGBT groups, calling for the repeal of
this law and the protection of the Russian LGBT community from continued attacks.

Congress further mandates

The USI Equality and Citizenship Vice President and the USI President to contact the Department

of Foreign Affairs with a view to meeting the Minister to ask if the issue has been discussed with

his Russian counterparts and if the Government of Irelandlli;gvio call for a repeal of the
GK2Y2aSEdz f LINRPLI IFYyRIE fl6d ¢KAA YSSGAYy3I aK2dz |
the year and the findings reported back to that National Council.

Congress also mandates

The Equality and Citizenship Vice Rtest to continue to work with IGLYO on this matter.
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UNION ORGANISATION

17NQUO 01 Strategic Review of USI

NATIONAL COUNCIL BT
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responsibility to operate ia way that effectively strengthens the student movement.

NATIONAL COUNCIL \DANES:

That the President appoint a suitably qualified consultant to complete a full review of all aspects

of the USI organisation and structure with a view to bringing forwaog@sals to strengthen

the role and performance of the USI as the central voice of student organisations across the

country.

¢tKS t NBAARSY(G aKz2dzZ R Ffa2 AyadNHzG GKS O2yadz Gl
whether currently affiliated or notand make such recommendations as they see fit and present

their report to a specially convened general meeting to be held, at the ldig8]1st March

2018.

17 NC/UO 07 Gender Balancing in Delegations to ESU Events:

NATIONAL COUNCIL HST

The ongang debate at ESU Board level surrounding the participation of women at statutory
events. A recent report presented in Gdansk found that women made up fewer than 35 per cent
of delegates at the 70th Board Meeting in Bergen and that men commanded 80 pesfcent
speaking time.

NATIONAL COUNCIL FHER NOTES:

That the Board has long since been considering measures to incentivise female participation,
including and most recently proposing to charge lower participation fees to gdralanced
delegations.

NATONAL COUNCIL BELEVE
That USI should be a positive force for promoting the participation of ouidififying female
members at all levels.

NATIONAL COUNCIL RBEORE MANDATES:

That USI delegations accompanying the international representativeSWosEatutory events

OADPS D GKS 9dz2NRLISIYy {GdzRSyGaQ /2y@Syiaaz2y FyR .21
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but the international representative shall de& ensure as balanced a delegation as possible

from those willing and available to participate.
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CONGRESS NOTES WIONCERN
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country.

CONGRESS BELIEVES
¢tKS o0l O0102yS 2F GKS adGdzRSyid Y20SYSyld Aa F2NJ aidz
selfgovern, and to be free from interference by outside bodies.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOITH CONCERN
The attempts to censor some studeérda Q dzy A2y a4 YR SYyONRBIOK 2y GKSAN

CONGRESS MANDATES
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year, and to form £ommittee made up of the President and members of national cduand

any external bodies that National Council see fit. Cammitteeis to report back to each

National Council.

CONGRESS FURTHERIMAKES
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unions, so afo keep a national record of developments and changes as they occur. This dossier

is to occur no later than September 30th to allow for adequate time to analyse and respond to

issues as they arise. The information provided within the dossier is to be@afitlential, and is
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CONGRESS FURTHERIMAKRS

The President to seek legal counsel in relation to proposing changes to Irish legislation to protect
A0dzRSy (GaQ dzy A2y rapgrRiBdidgsyam Segotmendatioyisfback @ both
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17UO03  USI on campus
CONGRESS NOTES
that students should have the opportunity to see more of what USI is doing for them.
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CONGRESS FURTNEBRES:
that this helps MO engagement when they can see that their officers are working on national
issues with USI.

CONGRESS MANDATES

that USI distributes information (via poster campaigns, social media and shoutouts) to every
campus once a term with M&Xo give them a national update and tell them which projects they
have been doing with that MO during the year.

17 UO5  Employability & Personal Skills Development

CONGRESS BELIEVES:

¢CKIFG dzZlJalAftAy3d A& AYLRNIFY(G loyadiffypoh RS a i dzRSy (i & ¢
graduation, in securing patime work to fund their education and to develop their own

personal skills.

CONGRESS NOTES:
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then followed by similar campaignsvorkshops in ITTSU and NUIGSU.

CONGRESS ALSO NOTES:

The ongoing upskilling opportunities that institutions and SUs offer throughout the year. This
includes first aid training, bar training, barista training, Safe talk training, CV workshops,
Volunteeringopportunities, Interview skills, restorative practices, self defence etc.

CONGRESS THEREFOSNDMTES:
Regional officers to create a list of resources and contacts for MOs undertaking the campaign or
running workshops.

17 UO6  USI Policy book transparency

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
The USI Policy Book is essential in directing the work of USI and Officerboard.

CONGRESS NOTES WIONCERN:
That it is not always clear what motions have been completed.

CONGRESS THEREFOWRNDMTES:
The USI President to ensure an opate Policy Book is made available online with a clear
indication of mandates complete, mandates ongoing and mandates not complete.

CONGRESS ALSO MAMRISAT
Members of Officerboard to give updates on mandates complete in their officer reports to
NationalCouncil.

17 UO7  Utilising National Council
CONGRESS NOTES:
The importance of National Council in steering the work of USI and deciding interim policy.
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CONGRESS BELIEVES:
That National Council is best utilised with contributions from every Member Orgamisati

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The USI president to organise training at SUT for Sabbatical Officers on how to interact with
National Council.

17 UO8  Student Engagement with TDs

CONGRESS NOTES:
Both the importance and the current shortfall in a desired levetuwdent engagement with
TDs.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

The Regional Officers and Vice President for Campaigns to organise in conjunction with relevant
MOs a Questions & Answers forum where students can question TDs on topics hominated by
the local MO.

17 UO9  Marketing Skills Training

CONGRESS NOTES:

The need for officers in National Council to have skills to be capable of using design, knowledge
of design, branding, marketing and other communications strategic planning.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

The facilities gailable to provide software and spaces for formalised training and the skills
available from students who could provide this type of training.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

TheChairpersorof the Entertainments Committeeto hold training on design, branding and
digital media before September every year.

17 UO10 USI and Member Organisations Entertainments Collaboration

CONGRESS NOTES:

That the EntertainmentsCommitteeis underutilised as a forum for USI and MO's to
collaborate on events such as Freshers WE&AG Week etc.

CONGRESS FURTHERGEHRISES:

195



The difficulty MO's can have when organising events and negotiating with entertainment
companies to book acts, negotiate fees and riders and organise theme night events.
Entertainment companies can take advage of MO's in early negotiations

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

The potential for greater collaboration between US| and MQO's to book acts collectively which
can reduce total event costs.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

TheChairpersorof Entertainments Committeeto present a draft a list of MO events and
campaigns before SUT+.

CONGRESS FURTHERDMAKS:

TheChairpersorof Entertainments Committeeto develop and share costings for acts, event
hire agencies and merchandise etc for their events on/off campus foCtrenittee

17 UO11 EntsCommitteeReform
CONGRESS NOTES:

That the Ents Committeehas experienced low turnout.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

That theChairpersorof the Ents Group conducts a survey of former and current marketing and
ents officers, includingféicers who may have a brief including Ent® see what they would
like the Ents Committeeto be.

CONGRESS FURTHERIMAKRS:

TheChairpersorof the Ents Group to compile the results of this survey into a terms of
reference document, to be passéyg National Council in June.

17 UO1ZRegional Trainingvents
CONGRESS NOTES:
¢CNFAYyAy3d S@Syia F2N {GdzRRSydGaQ !yAaz2y hFFAOSNA

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That therefore it is not always feasible for officers frother areas to attend these vital training
events.
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CONGRESS FURTHERBES:
During the academic term it can be difficult for SU officers to find the time to travel for required
training.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
LEf GNIAYAY3I A& A Y. DeNdre yyinakingit n{ore aceeSsble hrfugina N2t S &
regional training more SU officers will likely be able to attend the training.

CONGRESS MANDATES:

USI Officer Board to ensure that when they are organising training events aside from SUT, SUT+
and other evets as determined by the officer board, that they do so in each region where
logistically and financially possible.

CONGRESS FURTHERIMAKRS

The USI Officer Board to clarify and justify to USI National Council and/or relevant officer
working groups whyt is not possible to facilitate regional training eveatsde from SUT, SUT+
and other events as determined by the officer boardletail prior to the events being
organised.

17 UO14JSI Calendar

CONGRESS NOTES:
USI organise a number events over tloeise of the year.

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:
The dates and volume of events organised by the organisation may need to be adapted from
time to time.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
Students benefit from attendance at USI events.

CONGRESS FURTHERERES:
If students hadsufficient notice in regards to the timing and location of events, attendance at
these events would be increased.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The USI President in conjunction with the Officer Board to develop a set calendar of USI events
and activities, includinghe location when known/available, for their term of office

CONGRESS FURTHERDMAKES:
The USI President to make this calendar available to Member Organisations and students via the
USI Website and other mediums they feel appropriate.
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17 UA5 Comparate Research Manual

CONGRESS RECOGNISES:

{GdzRSy1aQ ! yA2y hFFAOSNE aAd 2y I ydzYoSNI 2F o621
institutions.

CONGRESS NOTES:
{GdzRSy1aQ ! yA2y hFTFFAOSNER NRftSa 2y (KSa
defend their rights predominantly.
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CONGRESS BELIEVES:

{GdzRSy 1aQ 'yA2y hF¥FFAOSNER ySSR G GKSANI RAaLRAL
organisations to strengthen their arguments on a number of issues, for example but not limited

to library openinchours, on campus catering prices etc.

CONGRESS THEREFOSNDMTES:

The Regional officers of USI to compile together a comparative research manual following a
consolation process with students and the USI National Council in terms of which areas should
be covered within this manual.

17 UO17 Comms specific training

CONGRESS NOTES
that the Communications training at USI events is limited and often very introductory.

CONGRESS MANDATES
USI Officerboard to hire trainers for specific communications trairorigetgiven to relevant
officers

17 UO18 Secretary for standing committees and action points

CONGRESS NOTES
that fluent discussion can come from standing committees of National Council.

CONGRESS MANDATES

USI Officerboard to ensure that as part of stamdorders fotCommittees, a secretary should be
elected to take minutes and action points are created from these minutes, which track the work
of these committees in an effective manner.

17 UO19 Election Training
CONGRESS ACKNOWLEDGE
¢ KI G S OKnidn ivaldd Boid éléctibnsito elect their officers.

CONGRESS FURTHER®GKEDGES

That it can be difficult to get the correct information and know exactly how to run a successful
campaign. It is important that students who put themselves in an electiontkiest feel they

know how to run an election.
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CONGRESS THEREFOGSNDMTES
USI Officerboard to run training which offers advice on how to run a successful election
campaign.

17 UO21 Regional planning days

CONGRESS NOTES:
That the work of the Regional fizfers is paramount in supporting and communicating the goals
and objectives of the Union of Students in Ireland.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:

That to continue successes of US| and to continue great communication, that USI should co
ordinate Regional planning days &llow USI be more connected to the problems,issues and
spirit of MOs.

CONGRESS MANDATES:
The Regional Officers to coordinate regional planning days with the Region to set the priorities
of the year for USI but also for Member Organisations.

17 U022 Trans* Training for Officers

CONGRESS NOTES:
Officers may be unaware of the inequalities faced by trans* students whom they represent. It is
often the case that officers are unsure how to best support their trans* students.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
Eduating officers can often fall to students who identify within the trans* community which can

be a strain on them.

CONGRESS APPLAUDS:
The Vice President for Equality & Citizenship recent efforts to open Pink Training to higher
ydzyo SNE 2 F { (fideR Ss/allies end inghtbrd.y 2 F

CONGRESS THEREFOYNDMTES:

The Vice President for Equality & Citizenship to organise trans* awareness training in
partnership with relevant professional advocacy groups (for eg TENI and BelongTo) for SU
officers to be providd each year.
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17 U023 The Governance Code

CONGRESS NOTES:

The Governance Code is a resource to assist community, voluntary and charity (CVC)
organisations develop their overall capacity in terms of how they run their organisation and
places a greateemphasis on values, accountability, transparency, probity, maintaining control,
leadership and the diversity of opinions and skills.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
The increasing need for better governance within organisations for the purpose of board
functionand for funding opportunities and development of the Union.

CONGRESS APPLAUDS:

P{L O2YYAGGAYy3 G2 O2YLX Al yOS g4l
W2dzNYySeQ Ay STF2NlLia G2 060S02YS |
CONGRESSAMDATES:

The USI President, as CEO of the Union, to commit to complying with the Governance Code and

to report to the membership of National Council on the progress of this journey at every
National Council.

17 UO25 Policies and Submissions Made Widelailable

CONGRESS NOTES:
The work done by USI Officerboard in creating policy, reports, strategies and submissions on
behlaf of students

CONGRESS ACKNOWLEDGE
That these policies, reports, stratgies and submisisons could be used bthe, mesearchers,
A0dzRSy(iaQ dzyA2ya YR 20KSNJ aidl {SK2ft RSNAR Ay
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CONGRESS MANDATES:

That the USI President should ensure that policies, reports, strategies and submissions which are
not subject to confidentiality are maderailable on the USI website in an easily accessible

manner.

17 UO26 EntertainmentCommittees at National Council

CONGRESS NOTES
¢CKSNE INB YIye SYdSNIIFIAYYSylG 2FFAOSNR Ay
responsibility for entertainment in their M@round the country

CONGRESS NOTES WONCERN

That there is not always a suitable forum for entertainment officers and other officers
who take responsibility for entertainments to discuss experiences and gain support from
other entertainment officers.

CONGRESS THEREFQRIDMWTES
The USI Preident to ensure that a meeting of theeBEainmentscommitteetakes place
at every National Council.

17U027 t NBAaARSY(14aQ ¢NIAYAY3 51 &

CONGRESS REPEALS
17 U025

CONGRESS NOTES
alye aiddzRSy(aQ wmayhae yideptiNdadageRad finandial & 2R training prior
to entering into their role.

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT

That SUT and SUT+ are already-jain O1 SR ¢ A GK Y2Rdz S&ax |yR GKI
provide adequate training in a number of areas valet to the role of the president of an SU.

These areas include, but are not limited to, HR, management, budgeting and finances.

CONGRESS RECOGNISES

The USI Training Policy, and the methodology within it of assessing the needs of a group before
providingtraining, and seeks to uphold this policy when ascertaining the additional training to

be provided under the remit of this mandate.
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CONGRESS MANDATES

In line with the USI Training Policy, the USI President to facilitate a daylong trainirig tdayXS &
Day¢- where training will be provided in essential managerial areas as needed through assessing
the needs of the SU presidents. This Day is to occur no later than August 30th in any given year.

17 UO28 TU BMerging of Student Unions

CONGRESS NOTES:

The irtroduction of the TU Bill in Ireland may cause the need for individual SUs to merge into
2yS f I NHSNJ aidzZRSyiiaQ dzyAazy o

CONGRESS FURTHERESOT
That this is an opportunity for the USI to play a pivotal role in the creation of a new type of
{GdzRSy(iaQ | yA2y®

CONGRESS MANDATES:
¢tKS t NSBAARSydG 27
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VAGSNEAGE {(dRSYydaQ !yAzyo®

CONGRESS FURTHERDMAKS:
The President of USI to give monthly updates to USI National Courtie# progressegarding
0KS YSNEHAY3 2F ¢SOKy2t23A0Ft | yADGSNERAGE { (GdzRSY (¢

16 UO 1 Seanad Cultural and Educational Panel

Proposed by BMW Committee
Congress notes

That the USI is not currently represented as a nominating body of the Cultural acdtigdal
Panel of Seanad Eireann.

Congress recognises
The benefit of being a nominating body of this panel of Seanad Eireann would give USI
additional lobbying strength, and encourage candidates to engage with USI.

Congress mandates
The President to applp haveUSIladded tothe Register of Nominating Bodies of the Seanad
Cultural and Educational Panel.
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16 UO Zurther Education Officer

Proposed by BM\Wommittee

Congress notes
The inclusion of Further Education (FE) colleges into the USI is of a sigimifjgartance, and
only lends to a stronger national Student Movement.

Congress understands
The various differences, and unique issues that FE Students, and their &ti¥eans/Student
Councils face.

Congress mandates

The President to develop a feasdityilstudy into the position of an FE Officer on the Officer

Board of USI, and the role it will have in developing the role of FE Unions, Colleges, and more
importantly students, in theationalsii dzR Swfidnd Q

16 UO 4Motion to review Dublin Region reggentation

Proposed by the Dublin Regional Committee

Congress notes
That, under current constitutional provisions, member organisations in the Dublin region are
represented to the OfficeBoard by a Vic®residentnominated the President.

Congress recogras
That there are over 80,000 thitdvelstudents in Dublin, and eight current USI member
organisations.

Congress regrets that

Under this arrangement, the largest region is represented by an officer who has araittiere
role on the OfficeBoard. Whik there are obvious economies of scale associatitl this
arrangement, it makes difficult a fully developed relationship between OfBoardand the
associated MOs.

Congress therefore mandates
The OfficeBoard to review the current arrangements fdrd representation of the Dublin
region and make recommendations as to any necessary reform to the next meeftiungfess.

Recommendations should specifically address the viability of a third fultegienal position,
both at current membership levend considering possible changesitiembership.
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16 UO 8JSI Training Strategy

Proposed by VP AAQA

Congress Adopts
The proposed USI Training Strategy.

16 UO &E College SU participation

Proposed by VP AAQA

Congress Welcomes
The nascent USI membershipaofiumber of student@inions from Further EducatioBolleges.

Congress Asserts

That for the national studenfinion to be a truly legitimate representative for Irel&@@third
levelstudent population, many more such organisations must be assimilatedhato
organisation.

Congress recognises
That FE studenfainion representatives are fulltimstudents, and face a number significant
challenges to participation in USI structures.

Congress Therefore Mandates

The President and the VP AAQA to request enkfiunding from relevant bodies to suppdhte
participation of further education students within USI. This funding shall specificadlyuggat to
cover costs such as fees for SUT, SUT+, participation in National Cou@oingnelss, campaign
materials,and related costs to both MOs and USI.

Congress Further Mandates

The VPAAQA to conduct an informal audit of USI structures with regards the participation of
Further Education student representatives therein. Recommendations arising from this audit
shallbe presented to the June meeting of National Council for discussion.

Congress Also Mandates
The Regional Vice Presidents to actively campaign in their regions to recruit new Further
Education representative organisations.

16 UO 7 Completion of Mandates

Proposed by VP Equality and Citizenship

Congress Notes
There are a number of policies within the Policy Manual that have either passed their due
completion date or have been completed.
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Congress Further Notes
It can be very difficult to follow the Policy Maaduvhich is not good for such a large organisation
that seeks to be transparent in its operation.

Congress Therefore Mandates
When a mandate is completed it is to be noted as complete on the online version of the Policy
Manual pending approval by Natiomabuncil.

16 UO 8JSI Branding Guidelines

Submitted byEntertainment Committee
Congress Observes:

Branding identity embodies and communicates attributes that characterise the unique
positioning of USI.

Congress Notes:

That branding guidelines thereforekdNBS & Sy da 'y Ay RAalLSyalotS AygSaid
like any investment it requires careful management to protect it and to allow it to grow in value.

Branding guidelines ensure that all elements of identity are used in a consistent, considered and

effective manner and add to the professionalism of USI.

Congress Further Notes:

The use of ithouse graphic designers and outsourced graphic designers in designing and

LJzof AAKAYy3d R20dzySyida FyR YFOGSNAFfa Iyl 0§KS dzaS ¢
other relevant stakeholders.

Congress Mandates:
Officer Boardo develop, and update when appropriate, clear branding guidelines to preserve
the quality of the brand mark and to be adhered to by USI.

Congress Also Mandates:
Officer Boardo make theg branding guidelines accessible on the USI website.

16 UO Student Summit 3 Year Strategy

Submitted byEntertainment Committee

Congress Notes:

The fundamental importance of institutional memory in establishing clarity of mission and
improving the workdone by USDfficer Boardn longterm projects such as the Student
Summit due to turnover of USI staff and officers.

Congres&repeals
1 (15 U012) Student Summit
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Congress Mandates:

The USOfficer Boardnember responsible for the Student Summit to liaigeh USI staff to
collect feedback from attendees, exhibitors, speakers, volunteers and other relevant
stakeholders in order to improve the Student Summit and form recommendations for the
Annual Report to be published before July 1st of every year.

Congres Further Mandates:

The USOfficer Boardnember responsible for the Student Summit to form a Strategic Plan to
establish core purpose, lortgrm goals and measurable outcomes for the Student Summit over
the next 3 years which will be reviewed and revisedording to each Annual Report.

16 UO 105tudent Nurses and Midwives Campaign

Submitted byCampaigns Committee
Congress Welcomes:

Co2 LISNI GiA2y 0S80G6SSy GKS !'yizy 2F {GdRSyda Ay LNB

and midwives and relevant td@ unions on the remuneration and treatment of student nurses
and midwives while on placement.

Congress Notes with Concern:

The considerable problems experienced by student nurses and midwives while on placement.
The issue of the grossly unfair trainee wamposed on them. Exploitative graduate
programmes, emigration, working 39 hours a week, bullying and lateral violence and burnout
are emerging as other key concerns.

Congress Applauds:
The research done by UStficer Boardnto the issues experienced Byudent nurses and
midwives while on placement.

Congress Acknowledges:

From the research conducted by USI that it was found that 51.8% of student nurses and
midwives feel that placement has had a negative impact on your performance in aspects of your
study. 57.3% feel placement has had a negative impact on physical health while 51.9% feel
placement has had a negative impact on mental health. 81.9% feel that working as a nurse or
midwife led to burnout as a result of working long hours during placemenb%have thought

about emigrating when they qualify as a nurse or midwife. 49% have experienced bullying or
harassment while on placement while 18.3% have been bullied into working longer hours while
on placement. 47.9% have considered dropping out of gelles a result of a negative

experience while on placement.

2 KSYy Fa1SR a¢KIFIG FawLsSoda 2F 60SAy3 | ydzaNES | yR
72.3% said payment was the key issue.

Congresfepeals

(15 UO 16) Campaigning for Student Nurses
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(14 EM 7) INNO
(15 AAQA 9) Lateral Violence

Congress Mandates:

The Vice President for Campaigns and@fter Boardo strive to work with the Irish Nurses
and Midwives Organisation (INMO) the relevant trade unions to mobilise students on a
campaign on the issues:@ay, emigration, bullying and lateral violence.

Congress also Mandates:

The Vice President for Campaigns and@fster Boardo ensure that disputes, negotiations
and political lobbying is inclusive of the student perspective on the issue of pajnandiél
support.

Congress Further Mandates:

The Vice President for Campaigns to work on implementing a comprehensive evidence based

campaign and programme to erase the negative culture of bullying and harassment on

placement by collaborating with the INM@elevant trade unions, governmental departments,
a0dzRSyGaQ dzyAz2zyas K2aLAdGFta FyR KAIKSNI SRdzOI GA 2y

16 UO 1Xampaigns Feedback and Reports

Submitted byCampaigns Committee

Congress Notes:
The wide range of campaigns run by the Union of &tslin Ireland (USI) as directed by the USI
Policy Manual and from monitoring the social and political environment.

Congress Further Notes:

The issue of institutional memory within USI and the need to continually improve how
campaigns are planned and irepiented each year. The need to close a feedback loop and
investigate if campaigns are achieving their set outcomes and while also measuring their effect.

Congress Mandates:

The Vice President for Campaigns to assess the impact of every campaign throuegh mod

FylFrfedAo G22fta FyR (2 3IFNYSNI FSSRol O] FTNRBY aiddzRe
campaign, other relevant stakeholders and O8icer Boardusing a quantitative and/or

qualitative methods for data collection.

Congress also Mandates:

TheVice President for Campaigns to devise a template for wijiogfcampaign reports after a
campaign is complete artd circulatea postcampaign report within two months of the
conclusion of the campaign taembers of National Council.
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16 UO 12 2 NJ| Righl® Awareness Campaign

Submitted by: Campaigns Committee
Congress Regrets:

That there are incidents where abis2 ¥ ¢ 2 NJ SNRa NARIKGaA NB Sl gAay3
whether they will have enough work or finances to afford attending thenel.

Congess Notes:

That there is a need for students to become aware of their rights as workers with the existence
of schemes like JobBridge, zdrour contracts and a changing employment landscape in Ireland.
Students should have the opportunity to work enougiuls to be able to afford a decent

standard of living.

Congress Welcomes:
The SIPTWSI Agreement, approved by the Executives of both Unions

Congress Further Notes:

a

CKFEG GKS 1y26tSRIS yR NB&2dNDSE | S Afdndt S FNRBY

the Irish Congress Trade Union (ICTU) are valuable resources and partners to draw upon.

Congress Mandates:
The USI Vice President for Campaigns teowtllan evidenced  a SR 2 2 N] SNR& wA3IKGa
Campaigrior studentsin conjunction with SIPTU.

16 UO 13USI Membership and Partnerships

Proposed byUSI Vice President for Campaigns

Congress Observes:
That there are many organisations and membership organisations that share similar values and
objectives as the Union of Students in Ireland (USI).

Congess Notes:

That USI should engage with these organisations and draw on the resources that are made
available through membership and partnerships such as, but not limited to: training, solidarity in
campaigns, research, funding, conferences, and events.

Corgress Applauds:

The partnership with SpunOut.ie and membership with the Irish Development Education

Association (IDEA), Mental Health Reform (MHR), National Youth Council of Ireland (NYCI),
blFridA2ylf 22YSyQa /2dzyOAf 2F LNBflYyR o6b2/ L0 FYyR

Congres®andates:

The Vice President for Campaignéio shares responsibility with the USI PresidentUnion
Developmen}to actively seek out organisations to which USI could become members of or
partners with.
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Congress Further Mandates:

The Vice President f@ampaigns to review memberskignd partnerships with organisations
every year and to renew USlich partnerships anchembershig unless directed to the contrary
by National Council

Congress Also Mandates:
The Vice President for Campaigns with respolisilior Union Development and members of
USIOfficer Boardo actively engage with these partnerships and membership organisations.

16 UO 14JSI Union Development Vision 2020 Strategy

Proposed byJSI Vice President for Campaigns

Congress Raffirms:

Therole of the Union of Students in Ireland (USI) in empowering and enabling individual unions
to better themselves, and the importance of this role in ensuring the longevity and growth of
the student movement.

Congress Acknowledges:

Article 5.6.50ftheUSd2yal Al dziAzy a¢KS +*tk/FYLIA3dya akKlfft K
coordination of Union Development, in liaison with the President and in accordance with

{ OKSRdzZ S a®és INIGAOES popdm a¢KS A0S toNBaARSYy
as the VP/Southern) shall be responsible for Union development and liaison in their region. They

shall also be responsible for the overall direction of the work of their region in conjunction with

and reporting to theOfficer Board ¢ I y R | Nie VicefP&@sidertdfprdhe Bodder,

Midlands and Western Region, (hereinafter referred to as the VP/BMW) shall be responsible for

Union development and liaison in their region. They shall also be responsible for the overall

direction of the work of their rgion in conjunction with and reporting to thefficer Board €

Congress Notes
The lackheretofore,of a comprehensive, longerm strategy for Union Development with
measurable, tangible goals and guidance for USI.

Congress Further Notes

The importance of &ving a strategy in place to guide the USI Vice President for Campaigns with
the responsibility for Union Development and USI Vice President for the Southern Region, USI
Vice President for the Border, Midlands and Western Region and USI President.

Congres TherefordrRepeals

(15 UO 22) Strategic Planning

(15 U0 34) External Review of USI

(15 UO 34) Championing Strong Unions

omMn 'h MHO /KFEYLAZ2YAY3 {iGNRByYy3a {(ddzRSyiaQ | yAirz
(13 UO 1) Oicampus Training and Engagement

(13 UO 6) Istitutional Memory of USI
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(13 WD 11) USI Campus Crossover Tour

(12 UO 17) Crossover Training

(14 UO 14) Increased Support for Paine Officers

(14 UO 17) Community Engagement

(12 UO 6) Quality Review of USI

(12 UO 8) USI Publication

(22 UO 9) Promoting the USI

(12 UO 14) Communicating with Membership

(13 UO 7) Communication with Students

(12 UO 21) Social Media Strategy

(12 UO 16) Online Promotion and Web Development Strategy
(11 UO 4) Finance Guide

(10 UO 4) Campaign History

(15 NA 3) Relationships Wwifrade Unions

(13 UO 14) Affiliations Against Austerity

(15 UO 17) Support a Coalition of Staff and Students in 3rd Level

= =4 =4 8 -8 8 8 -8 -9 _9 _92_9 -9 -2 -9
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Congres#\dopts
TheUnion of Students in Ireland (USI) Union Development Vision 2020 Strategy

Congress Mandates the Vice Presidentampaigns with responsibility for Union

Development:

To both follow the Union of Students in Ireland (USI) Union Development Vision 2020 Strategy
and assist local officers in following through with its recommendations by disseminating the
strategy at thestart of the year and to continue throughout the year.

16 UO 15 Student Sport and SSI

Proposed by Athlone ITSU

Congress Notes
That participation in sport can play an important part in the maiv@nceof good mental health.

Congress also notes
That spat tourism is playing an important role in the recovery of Ireland as a tourist destination.

Congress Observes

CKFEG OdaNNByidte GKS ! yAzzy 2F {(dzRSydaQ Ay LNBt L yF
of Student Sport in Ireland (SSI) formally EU8e governing authority of the majority of

student sports in Ireland.

Congress Mandates
That the Vice President for Welfare seek a position on the board de88é theend of 2016.
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UO 16 Casework Training at S{UReferred back to the next meegiof
National Council

Proposed by the Southern Regional Committee

Congress notes:
Full time sabbatical officers deal with a significant number of students during their time in office.

Congress further notes:
Officers are not trained adequately in how toadevith difficult students /situations like
bereavements, suicide, sexual & mental health, drugs and basic legal advice.

Congress mandates
USI VP for Welfare to provide a substantial training for altifalk sabbaticals in dealing with
difficult situatons/students. The training should be ran as part of SUT (Student Union Training)

16 UO17 DemocratidReview
Proposedythet NB & A GoRnyitied Q
Congress notes:

The Union of Students in Ireland makes every attempt to be as transparent and democratic as
possible in its dealings.

Congress further notes:
Even with consistent effort procedures can sometimes be overlooked or ignored.

Congress mandates:
ThePresident(who may delegate to aaomineé to establish a review grouj carry out the
following work:

a) Review the democratic procedures of the organisation including but not limited to:
I.  Officer Board elections
II.  Committee elections & nominations
lll.  Oversight of all areas reviewed.
b) Consult with members of the reviewed committees on said commitiepsrations.
c) Investigate to what extent th&lationalGouncil is aware of such procedures.
d) If necessary to make a recommendation/series of recommendatiohatimnal Council
on proposed reform to be subsequently submitted@ongress for debate.

16 UO 18romoting Candatesfor USI

Proposed byhe President® / 2 YYA GG SS

Congress Notes
That all members of USI are eligible to run for election to USI Officer Board
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Congress Further Notes
The positions on the Officer Board are predominantly sought by members of NationailCoun
and that grassroots members may not be adequately informed about the elections.

Congress Mandates
TheVice NBAARSY G F2NJ /YLl AIya G2 62N)] 6AGK addzRSyd
informed of, and encouraged to participate in USI elections

16 UO 19 FE Representation
Proposed by CDCFESU

Congress Notes
The addition of manjfurther EducatiorColleges into the Union of Studerdklreland over the
past few years.

Congress Applauds
Each USI Officer Board for helping to integrate the new Studeritsmblinto the Union of
Students in Ireland.

Congress Regrets
That with the addition of Further Education Colleges, there is no structured representation for
FE Colleges.

Congress Mandates
Thhe USI VP for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance to aceepsponsibility of being a
point of contact for Further Education Colleges alongside their other responsibilities.

16 UO 20 Campaign Roadshows

Proposed by IT Blanchardstown SU

Congress Recognises
That campaign roadshows can add significant value tdiama campaign

Congress Further Recognises
That there is usually a high level of competition to host campaign roadshows

Congress Therefore Mandates

That members of Officer Board who are organising national campaigns featuring a roadshow
shall circulate dteria for hosting the roadshow alongside the call for applications. Recognising
the diverse requirements of evolving campaigns, these criteria should be bespoke to the
campaign in question.
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16 UO 21 Evaluation of USI events

Proposed by IT Blanchardsto@

Congress Recognises
The importance of ongoing evaluation of @Sictivities, particularly largescale events with
significant student engagement and financial cost.

Congress Also Recognises

The important role of feedback in improving USI campaigns &adte to date. USI has
demonstrated that feedback improves events when incorporated into the planning of
subsequent events.

Congress Therefore Mandates

That largescale USI events and campaigns, including but not limited to the National Campaign,
SUT, SUTPink Training, Women in Leadership Training, largescale voter registration drives, and
lobbying campaigns, shall be evaluated within two weeks of their completion. Feedback shall be
conducted by the officer(s) responsible for comparative research andffleers organising the
campaign or event.

Congress further mandates

That a report on the feedback received and action points for its incorporation be presented by
the relevant officer to campaign participants and/or event attendees within one month of the
completion of the campaign or event.

16 UO 22 Development of resources for class reps ofipset
courses

Proposed by IT Blanchardstown SU

Congress recognises

That a number of MOs have a significant proportion of ftiane students. Partime students

can often be more difficult to engage within union structures, leaving that significant proportion
of the student body underrepresented.

Congress therefore mandates

The VP Campaigns, under the rubric of the union development brief, to create resources for
recruiting, training, and engaging péime student representatives and distribute them to MOs
before August 2016.

16 UO 23 Crossover Training

Proposed by IT Blanchardstown SU

Congress recognises
The importance of an effective crossover period in prepaniegly elected officers for their
role.
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Congress also recognises
That while some effort is made to facilitate crossover at the final national council of the year,
such activities are geared towards crossover in the national movement and not at local level.

Congress therefore mandates
The Officer Board to hold a focused crossover day for new officers before they start their term.
This should be used primarily to focus local officers on their roles within their respective unions.

16 UO 24ostgraduate studderengagement

Proposed by National Councitlaoic Postgraduate Committee
Congress Asserts, Regretfully

That Irelan@® significant postgraduate student population is underrepresentedimttie
national union.

Congress Recognises

That many postgraduate studés have a significantly different relationshigth their local
student€union and their institution to those relationships experienced by undergraduate
students. As such, a specific appoh to engage postgraduate students and@gresentatives
is nealed.

Congress Mandates
The VPAAQA to organise training, at least one networking event, and an online network for
postgraduate representatives on an annual basis.

Congress Further Mandates
The VPAAQA to organise specific workshops for MO sabbatical ®fficgostgraduatéssues
and overcoming challenges to effectively representing and engaging postgrastudents.

Congress Also Mandates
The VP AAQA, in consultation with postgraduate students and their representativiydiop
a set of guidelines faO engagement with postgraduate students.

16 UO 25 Budgeting Training

Proposed byhe President, USI

Congress notes
CKIFG {GdzRSYydaQ !yiaz2ya FNB 2F0Sy Ay OKIFINHS 27F (K¢

Congress Further notes
That in some cases there is littlermy support for sabbatical officers in charge of the budget.
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Congress mandates

The President to facilitate the provisionof@h2 A y 3 & dzLJLI2 NI (2 { 0dzRSyGaQ

budgeting and finance including the provision of training for aforementionect s
Presidents

16 UO 26Notice of requirements before campaigns

Proposed byT Carlow SU

Congress notes
That many individual member organisations compile a lot ofaral for their own campaigns

Congress further notes
That many of these campaignstrin line with those ran b@fficer BoardOfficer Board

Congress Mandates

That the VP Welfare, VP AAQA and VP Campaigns outline two weeks in advance, where possible,
what is involved in their campaigns/roadshows and what information will be provided to

member organisations as part of these campaigns to avoid unnecessary duplication.

16 UO 28 Students' Union Mergers

Proposed by Cork IT SU

Congress Notes
The recent publication of the Technological Universities Bill and the implications this bill will
have br Students' Unions who will have to merge in the future.

Congress Believes
Students' Union merger process will bring with them an added waak for sabbatical officers
within many SUs.

Congress Mandates
The USI President to nominate a member/s of Offideard with relevant skills and expertise to
liaise and support Students' Unions in regards to mergers

15UO1 Comparative Research

Congress recognises
There are certain areas of similarity between MO organisations in relation to facilities, student
isstes and other practices.
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Congress further recognises
There are often challenges associated with addressing these issues, without comparative
research to illustrate best practice in other Higher Education Institutions.

Congress believes
That the area of coducting and presenting research between MOs is a lengthy, challenging
process requires finguning to be most effective

Congress further believes
Comparative Research will be conducted and presented more efficient manner if this task is
assigned to a desitated member of Officer Board

Congress therefore mandates

That the President assigns the area of Comparative Research to a member of Officer Board,

gK2 akKlftf O22NRAYFGS /2YLINARGAGBS wSaSINOK 2y 0Sk
in key aspect®f union operations.

15U0O2 Part time officer training

USI Congress Notes:
Part time officers play an important role in every Student Union. These Officers are essential
to the growth and development of the student movement.

USI Congress further Notes
That there are numerous, similar, motions mandating USI to conduct various Part Time Officer
training.

USI Congress Believes:
Training is key to the standard of work done by the Part Time Officers. Both the Union and
campaigns run by USI and individial! Qa | N3 adNRBy3ISad A0GK dzyAde |y

USI Congress therefore Deletes the Motions:
14 /Uo 14, 13/ Uo 13, 09/Uo 11

USI Congress Mandates:

All members of the USI Officer Board to provide appropriate training relevant to their area for
all Part Time @icers throughout the country. To create unity, the Officer Board shall also
create an online network for Part Time Officers throughout the country. Both mandates are to
be completed by the end of the first semester each year.

15! ho { G dzRS yfiité@ifngdzy A 2y &Gl

Congress notes:

¢CKS dzyAljdzS ¢2N)] GKFIG A& R2yS o0& {GdzRRSYyd ! yAzy &l
in Ireland.
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Congress further notes:
¢KS KAIK adGlyRFNR 2F GNIAYAY3 LINRPGARSR o0& !'{L ¥z

Congress mandes:

Officer Board provide a two day training programme for MO staff. The aim being to strive for
best practice; enable networking; champion equality and inclusion; and create a platform for
the staff to understand thus communicate the benefits and suppoptovided by USI.

15UO6 Regional Events to National Campaigns

Congress Notes
Many USI Campaigns and their launches are located in Dublin due to its accessibility for MOs,
Media and Politicians.

Congress also notes
This can remove a regional and lodatus from national campaigns

Congress therefore mandates
The USI VP Campaigns, VP BMW and VP for Southern Regiorotdinate local and regional
campaigns events to compliment national campaigns, where appropriate.

Amendment submitted by the VP BMW:
wSLIX | OS Of I dzaS W/ 2y3INBaa GKSNBF2NB YIyRIGSEQ 6Al

Congress therefore mandates
The USI VP Campaigns, VP for Welfare, VP BMW and VP for Southern Regieordinebe
local and regional campaigns events to compliment national campaigns, where appropriate.

15UO7 USI Election Process

Congress Notes

That information in relation to procedures around running for a position on Officer Board is
not readily available to Member Organisations and that ambiguity around the regulations and
election procedure couldliscourage potential candidates from running.
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Congress Further Notes

That currently there is no limitation on spending for Officer Board campaigns. This may create
uncertainty around the financial implications of running for an Officer Board position and

work to further discourage potential candidates.

Congress therefore mandates

USI Officer Board to make regulations and procedures relating to Officer Board elections
readily available to Member Organisations before commencement of the 2015/2016
Academic Yea

Congress further mandates
lff 2F hFFAOSNI . 2FNR (2 AYOUNRRdzOS | aLISYRAYy3I f A\

15UQO8 Supporting Student Media

Congress recognises
The fantastic work being done by student journalists and student media in Ireland.

Corgress notes
¢CKFEG !'{L O6NRdzAK{G ol 01 2yS SRAGAZY 2F ¢KS
packs in 2014.
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Congress believes
That USI could do more to support student journalism and student media.

Congress mandates

The USI President to orgas@ a meeting in a central location and invite all USI members
working in student media and all USI members who are editors of student publications to
attend. This meeting will serve as a networking event for student media and will allow USI
officers to flag the timeline of national events for the year with student media. This meeting
should take place before September 30th each year.

Congress also mandates

¢KS ! {L tNBAARSY(l G2 RS@St2LJty 2yftAYyS OSNBRAZ2Y :
and showcase for student media and will allow student journalists to share articles, blogs,

videos, and podcasts. The website will be maintained and updated by USI. The website will

also contain information on media awards and media grants that students apply for.

15UO09 Promotional Packs

Congress Notes:
That the USI distribute thousands of promotional packs for campaigns including and not
limited to SHAG Week , Mental Health Week , Fresher Packs etc.

Congress Further Notes:
¢KIFI{d ahQa KI @& theg/cpstihvghaddndtieast pricing of such packs.
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Congress Believes:
That communication is vital in the deliverance and pricing of such packs onto MO campuses

Congress Mandates:
The USI President and related Officer board members to release gethcost analysis of all
materials distributed to MOs for Campaigns/SHAG Week/Mental Health Week etc .

15UO010 DUBLIN STUDENT BALL

Congress notes: o
¢CKIFIG 6KSYy R2yS STFFSOlA@Stes {(dzRSyiaQ | yAzy S@S,
and an intoduction into the wider SU identity.

Congress also notes:
That there is great scope for collaboration among SUs that are in close proximity to one
another, and that a common identity among students in Dublin could be useful.

Congress also notes:
The satration of event promoters in Dublin and other built up areas can often make it tough
for SUs to run coseffective events.

Congress mandates:

The Officer Board member with responsibility for the Dublin Region to investigate the
feasibility of arranginga USI student ball in support of the national charity in the Dublin
region, making use of MO Events officers, event management students and student acts.

15U0O11 Legislation working group

Congress notes

That a large number of mandates in the USI Policgmaal require officer board to lobby on
various issues, particularly in relation to government. These mandates can often require a
change in legislation in order to be completed.

Congress further notes

Many organisations engage consistently with the lelgisve process to achieve their stated

aims. USI has done this on an infrequent basis. Engaging with this process more frequently will
allow USI to be more effective for its members.

Congress Recognises
That capacity of USI to engage with this may be lieditwithout relevant expertise or training.
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Congress Mandates

The USI President, or their nominee, to establish and chair a legislation working group with
responsibility to provide training to interested members. Furthermore to provide information
to national council on the process and direct them towards relevant legislation where
appropriate.

Congress Further Mandates
The working group to update national council on the initiatives and activities it undertakes
and to take instruction from national council.

15UQ0O13 Mature student supports

Congress Notes:
The high increase in the numbers of mature students attending third level education and the
difficulties they face.

Congress also notes:
The success of peer supports such as Mature Student Conventiovicﬂ:edﬂby the Vice
t NBAARSYUG F2NJ 9ljdz-rtAde FyR /AGAT SyakalLl  ONRaa L\

Congress further notes:
The benefits of having a mature student officer be it fulltime or pane in each MO

Congress is aware:

The beneits to mature students in holding a Mature Student Conference and the
development of mature student officer be it fulltime or pastime in each MO, with support
provided by the Vice President for Equality and Citizenship.

Congress mandates:
The Vice Resident for Equality and Citizenship to continue their work in the development of a
mature student officer be it fulltime or parttime in each MO.

Congress further mandates:
The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship to hold a Mature Student conwertb take
place annually in the first semester of each academic year.

15UQ013 International Students participation:

Congress notes:
The importance of international students and the broad and diverse communities they bring
to Irish Institutions.
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Congres further notes with concern:
That international students may at times feel isolated from the Irish students and this issue
needs to be addressed.

Congress Understands:
That international students face different issues and interact with institutions infdilent
ways to Irish residence students.

Congress ldentifies:
Our membership to European Students Union contains a wealth of information on issues
pertaining to the needs of visiting and international students.

Congress Mandates:

Both the VP AAQA and thePVEquality and citizenship to investigate the experiences of
international students on Irish campuses and prepare a document outlining best practices
(nationally and/or internationally) of encouraging international student engagement in the
Irish Student Mbvement and in the student experience in general. The documents
recommendations should be submitted for discussion and agreement from MOs within the
first two national councils in the academic year

15U018 Student manifesto ahead of the next general election

Congress notes:
That there will be a General Election no later than April 2016.

Congress affirms:
That USI must seek to make solutions to core student issues pfthe next Programme for
Government.

Congress notes:

The process by which NUSand NU$ L Q&4 WI DSYSNI A2y +20GSQ OF YLI A3y
the upcoming elections and the importance of students voting and b) gather student feedback

on what a student gneral election manifesto should include.

Congress mandates:

The VP Campaigns to arrange for an Irish student manifesto ahead of the next general
elections, as part of the wider national campaign. The rollout of this should be a priority for
the CampaigndVorking Group and Campaigns S@mmmittee.

15U019 Casework Recording Best Practice Policy

Congress Notes:
¢tKS @AGFE YySSR F2NJF a/lFaSé2N] wSO2NRAy3
consideration data protection legislation and HEItdaprotection policies.
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Congress Further Notes:
The invaluable information provided by casework recording for data analysis in each academic
@8SINJ YR (4KS RANB ySSR F¥2NJahQa (2 KIFI@S | 3IFdzA RSt

Congress also notes:
Thebenefit of liaising with support services in each HEI so that we may gain a greater insight
into the issues students face each academic year.

Congress mandates:

¢KS t F2NI 2SEFFENB (2 LINRPRdzOS | .Sad tNIOGAOS Dc
recording of issues faced by students. Taking into extreme consideration data protection

legislation and HEI data protection policies.

Congress further mandates:
¢CKS *t gSEtFINB (2 Ay@SadAdardsS GKS FTSFraAoAftAGe Tz
HEIto gather necessary data to analyse key student issues in each academic year.

in key aspects of union operations.

15U021 National Council Decentralisation

Congress notes

that National Council was concerned at the level of disaffection felt by saw@'s in regards
to the centralisation of national council, and believed that this issue could have a negative
effect constituting an emergency on the overall membership of USI.

Congress recognises
GKIFG GKS Y2RStf 27T OSy i Nkohgredswasingeahnt taduldeliseuasSR | G f |
around MO's travel time to and from remote areas.
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Congress realises
that although a good idea, the practicalities and cost of hosting USI national councils in hotels
in a truly centralised location is not a feasible dph.

Congress notes
that the previous model of national council hosting was unfair to some colleges some of the
time, whereas the new centralised structure was unfair to some colleges all of the time.

Congress acknowledges
that although we cannot returrto the previous system, we must have an adequate solution
that serves the interests of all members.

Congress Mandates

¢KS t NBAARSYG G2 Fail ahQa G2 FLWLX e (2 Kz2ad SI OK
operation, ensuring that a full cycle of the fouegions must be concluded before an MO from

a previous host region may reapply.
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Congress further mandates
that these applications to host must be circulated by the USI President to all MO Presidents.
The USI President should then facilitate a binding @@mn the applications.

15 UO23 Regional Issues

Congress Notes:
That there is too few opportunities to discuss Regional Issues at National Council besides
within a Working Group.

Congress Believes:
That regions can feel isolated due to USI being centere®ublin, and regional Issues are not
dealt with in time

Congress Further Believes:
That Regional Councils will promote and engage MOs further and be less costly for MOs.

Congress Mandates
TheRegional Officer to host regional councils within the regiasith the aim of submitting a
report to council.

9C CARRIED RED SCRIPT TO BE REMOVED

15U028 3! PartyProviders

Congress notes:
The 11 Member Unions of NU3SI from Further Education and Higher Education Institutions
in the North.

Congress further notes
That by virtue of the TrLateral agreement that these members are also members of USI

Congress believes that:
While the majority of MOs and Officer Board are based in The South, no member should be
disadvantaged because of the jurisdiction in which thage based.

Congress mandates:

USI Officer Board to ensure that wherevef Party Services, Materials or Contact Information
is provided to any MO that does not operate both North and South of the Boarder that a
viable alternative is provided for whichesr part of the island that the organisation does not
operate in.
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15U029 Campaign to encourage participation in full time
{GdzZRSYy1aQ | yA2y SftSOGAzZ2ya

Congress notes
The difficulty in getting students to engage with full time SU elections

Congress Furthamotes
The work already being done by MOs trying to increase participation

Congress applauds
¢tKS ¢62N] o06SAy3a R2YyS gAGK (GKS W22YSy FT2NJ 9f SOGA 2y

Congress mandates

¢CKS +t F2NJ/ FYLIAIyad (2 6XNRSOADKYARhAEYY I RUzBY DY ¥
overall participation nationally but also be able be interpreted locally for individual MOs in full

time elections and to equip them with the skills necessary to do so but also, to provide the

support, aid and advice to MOs in preparing their own loc&&ion campaigns.

15 UO 30 USI Transparency and Engagement:

Congress notes:
The work of Officerboard goes mostly unnoticed by the wider student population.

Congress applauds:
Efforts made by Officerboard to increase transparency in its work over thetgao years.

Congress mandates:

Officerboard to implement a weekly roundip of the work carried out during that week, which
is to

include policy and Manifesto updates, be distributed to Officers, and their Class
Representatives.

15 UO 31 Utilising StudeBxpertise within the Union

Congress notes:
As an organisation representing over 356,000 students, USI has much considerable specialised
work outsourced to external contractors, for example design and translations, ect.

Congress further notes:
That Ireland has one of the highest youth unemployment figures in the EU.

Congress Mandates:
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Officerboard to seek to have this specialised work, particularly design and translation work,
where
practicable, contracted to members of the union to undertake.

15 UO 3ANational Charity

Congress notes
The importance of USI and Member Organisations engaging with charities each year by
contributing, and giving back to the wider community.

Congress commends
The efforts made by students to raise money, volunteer and raiseaeeness by means of RAG
appeals and other campaigns.

Congress also notes
That the charity selection process for appeals varies across Member Organisations.

Congress further notes

That due to USI being an overall body with no exclusive members sepdmatkose within
Member Organisations it can be difficult to raise money for the National Charity as the onus is
left

on the full time USI officers.

Congress mandates

That the Vice President for Welfare identify a number of charity themes to be presentét w
example charities at Congress each year to be voted on by congress with the intention that
Member Organisations encourage their student body to nominate charities which fit within
this

theme so that an overall total can easily be compiled of moniesseal across the country.

Congress further mandates

The Vice President for Welfare, to compile a briefing document for Member Organisations on
best

practices to propose a charity in their own Unions which would include details on; how to
propose a charityhow the voting will happen and who gets to vote so as to achieve as fair
and

transparent result each year. This is to be distributed not latter than the second National
Council of

the year.

15 UO 33 1916 Commemoration

Congress Notes:
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The importance othe 1916 commemorations to the people of Ireland, and in particular,
young
people.

Congress further notes:
That the celebrations ought to be a celebration of our shared heritage

Congress Mandates:

Officerboard to work with various stakeholders, to ensutbat the members of the union are
NBLINEASYGSR Ay Fyeé O2YYSY2NrGA2yas RdzS (G2 GF1S 1
local

events planned to take place.

14U08 SIPTWSI AGREEMENT

Congress welcomes
The development of the SIPTWSI Agreemengpproved ly the Executives of both Unions.
Congress recognises

The significant benefits to students, particularly those in fiane employment, arising from the
terms of the Agreement, and the tangible added value to USI membership it brings about.

Congess believes

USI and SIPTU have a considerable amount of shared concerns and issues, and should work and
campaign together on these areas where possible.

Congress approves
The SIPTWSI Agreement.
Congress mandates

The USI President to oversee tleerhs of the Agreement, and work to ensure their
implementation.
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13U04 MOTION ON DATROTECTION POLICY FOR US| BXBARIE
AND ALL MEMBER QRISATIONS

READOPTED CONGRESS.28XPIRES CONGRESS

Congress notes
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Thedelicate and sensitive nature of the information USI Officers and MO Officers receive
are in possession of on a daily basis including but not limited to casework dadgilsnents
held in confidence and documents of a commercially sensitive nature.

Cangress further notes

The need for proper guidelines so that Union officers act in accordance with vatautory
obligations.

Congress therefore mandates

The USI President, in consultation with other USI Officers, to manage the developraent of
templai S ! {L W5FdF tNRGSOlGAZ2Y t2tA08Q gKAOK OFy 0S8

Congress further mandates

The USI President to issue the MOs the guidelines on the registration process withtthe
Protection Commissioner and how best to relate the work of an SU teahe.

12U01 CODES OF CONDUCT

Congressecognizes:

¢CKIFIG GKSNB OFy 2F0Sy 6S RA&FINBSYSYyld FyR 02y Ff Al
should ideally be a system in place to deal with such situations.

Congress notes

That thebehaviorof elected{ (1 dZRSYy 1 aQ | yA2y 2 F T A CoShsioroQitey 0SS aSSy
student body of that college as a whole.

Congress mandates

The USI Offiadoardto compile a proposed Code of Conduct for both the USI Officerboard and
the Member Organisations, whithe Member Organisations would have the option of adopting
within their own organisation. This Code should be completed and presented to National
Counciby 31st December 2012.

12U02 twhah¢Lhb![ a!¢9wL![ {9b¢ h'!' ¢ ¢h

Congress notes

Throughout tle year a number of campaigns will require promotional material to be sent out to
ahQaao

Congress recognises

In the past there have been a significant proportion of materials wasted unnecessarily.
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Congress mandates the Vice President for Campaigns

To reviav in the first three months of their term the amount of materials each MO will need per
campaign and ensure they adhere to this during the year.

12U05 SUMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAMME

Congress notes:

Employers are seeking graduates with skills and expexigamed outside of the classroom. The
National Strategy for Higher Education states repeatedly that generic and transferable skills are
essential for our future workforce and must be developed by the student alongside their
academic learning.

Congress ab notes:

The skills available in the collective student body are vast and impressive. US| undertakes and
runs a huge number of campaigns covering a wide variety of topics each year which requires
research and preparation. US| Officers are expected to kedp date with legislation affecting
students.

Congress further notes

¢CKIFIG adz00SaaFdzd adzYYSNI AYGUSNYAKALI LINPINF YYSA
2011. This programme elevated the workload of the sabbatical officers, allowed the ssudent
involved to gain valuable insights into the running of an organisation and development of

essential generic skills and the cost to run the programme was very low. Work included website
development, national policy reviews, campaign planning and classseptative system

review.

Congress mandates

The President to cordinate a summer internship programme to be completed by September
ondK wnmu Ay O2yadzZ dFGA2Y 6A0GK.ahQa ¢K2 KI @S

12U0 7 FURTHER EDUCATION STUDENT REPRERENTATIO

Congress notes

That the provisions in the proposed Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and
Training) Bill 2011 would create a single agency from the functions previously assigned to
HETAC, FETAC, NQAI and IUQB. This consolidation impstcident representation as USI

should be recognised as the sole national student representative body for students at all levels
and in each sector of further and higher education.

Congress notes
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That work has progressing by recent Education Officers ama @fficer in the field of Further
Education Student Representation, but that this Union currently-égjilipped to deal with the
significant demands that this places on the Union.

Congress asserts and acknowledges

Its moral obligation to provide the na@s for students in Further Education to represent
themselves to their own institutions, to national agencies, and to this Union to the same extent

as students in higher education.
Congress therefore mandates

The VP for AA & QA to organise the creatiba &urther Education Student Representative-Sub

IANRdzLd 2F !'{LZ YIRS dzLJ 2F 2FFAOSNR 27F {(GdzRSydGaqQ |
colleges of further education nationally. This Subup will be responsible for the promotion of,

affiliation of, training, development and liaison between the Union and students in Further

Education.

Congress further mandates

The Education Officer and the Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance Elect to
develop a five year implementation stratég ¥ 2 NJ | {group,deadih§ tovéadia fully
autonomous FE campaign within USI, if appropriate at the end of that five year period.

Congress acknowledges
Its own dearth of experience or expertise in this field, and
Congress additionally mandates

The President to allocate staff resources, as resources permit, to professionally manage this
strategy, implement its recommendations and deliver its aims until such a time as the Union
may elect a person to perform this role.

12UO0 10 PROMOTIONAL MATERFQR THE USI

Congress notes:

The importance of producing promotional goods to promote the USI in each Member
Organisation.

Congress further notes:

The importance of producing these goods in a timely fashion to coincide with Freshers Weeks
across the coumy.

Congress mandates:

The Vice President for Campaigns, the Vice President for the Border, Midlands and Western
Region and the Vice President for the Southern Region to produce such goods by the end of July
for the next 3 years.

230



12UO0 11 ACCESS & INCIJBY

Congress notes

That this year US| has made a conscious effort to create an inclusive working environment to all
Officers.

Congress ftther notes:
How important it is to be at the forefront of an access and inclusivity for all officers.
Congressherefore mandates:

The President to ensure that USI continues to ensure that it achieves appropriate and
reasonable accommodations for all.

12U0 12 MATURE STUDEMIONFERENCE

Congress notes:

The increase in the number of mature students returning t [8vel education, and welcomes
the national mature student conference held this year.

Congress further notes

The national mature student conference will have less of an impact on mature students if it is
held near the end of semester 2.

Congress therafre mandates

The VP Equality and Citizenship Officer to hold the mature student conference in Semester 1.

12UO 13 VIDEO DEBATES

Congress notes:

The increased level of interest amongst our grass root members in USI and the election process
for new Officeboard candidates.

Congress further notes

CNAYyAGe /2ffS3S 5dzofAy {GdzRSydaQ !yizy K2fR
documented and welcomes interaction from all members along with a debate between
candidates held.

Congress therefte mandates
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USI Elections Subcommittee to organise video debates between Officerboard candidates at least
2 weeks prior to the Election at Annual Congress.

12U015 ESTABLISHMENT OF A USI WORKING GROUP FOR MEMBER

ORGANISATION ADMINISTRATORS
Congressotes:

CKFEG ' {L LNRPGARSA YIye 2LILRNIdzyAGASa F2N {GdzRSy
experiences, leading to a stronger student movement nationally.

Congresgurther notes:

CKFG adrTT LINPGARS Ay dl f dzi oUniéns thrdeghiaiz thd&i | y R O2 y i Ay
country, often with a breadth of knowledge, which stretches over many years.

Congressotes with regret:
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and experiences, forthe bene#t ¥ { G dzZRSy aQ | yAz2ya
Congressnandates

The President to establish a working group of USI, which shall have membership consisting of
the staff of each Member Organisation. The working group shall be chaired by a member of USI
staff and shall regulate its own affairs, but shall operate within the policiespradedures of

uUsl.

12U019 LGBTSOCIETIES

Congress notes

That the LGBT societies are the main source of coatat support for LGBT students.
Gongressalso notes

The geat work done by USI in providing Pink Trainingctvisupports the LGBT community.
Congress believes

That this training is a great advert for USI reachingtostudents across the country.
Congress also believes

That all LGBT students (and indeed maag LGBT students) could benefit from attenditigk
Training.

Congress therefore mandates
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The Vice President for Equality and Citizenship to make contact with all LGBT societies about
Pink Training at least 4 weeks prior to the date for the event, afet abn-affiliate rates
directly to the society where relevant.

12U020 EQUALITY CAMPAIGN LAUNCH & HANDBOOK

Congress welcomes
The creation of the new role of theg&ality and Citizenship Officer.
Congress believes;

That the creation of this new roleillvprovide USI with the opportunity to reshape and rebrand
the USI Equality campaign

Congess believes

It is vitally important to raise awareness of the Equality campaign within USI and among the
organisations and community groups that the Equalitgl &itizenship Officer will be liaising and
working with

Congress mandates

The Equality and Citizenship Officer to organise an officialmech event for the USI Equality
campaign this autumn no later than November 1st.

Congress mandates:

The Equalit and Citizenship Officer to fulfil the previous mandate of creating an Equality
Handbook (09/UO 29) and to have this handbook ready to distribute at this launch

Congress mandates

The Equality and Citizenship Officer to ensure that representativesdhomlevant
organisations are invited to attend this launch

12U022 OGRA CONFERENCE

Congress notes:

The diverse range of political parties that exist in Ireland and acknowledges that many of these
parties have Ogra branches operating in our membersrasgdions.

Congress acknowledges:

That such a diverse organisation as USI represents members with a wide variety of political
opinions and beliefs.

Congress randates:

The President or Vice President Campaign of USI to attend all Ogra Confecerbeniéxt
three years when irited to do so for the next three years.
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11UO01 MONEY MANAGEMENT TRAINING

Congress notes

That student poverty and student financial difficulty has been more prevalent in the last 2 years
than in previous years.

Congresdurther notes:

The complexity of financial difficulties can make it difficult for local welfare officers to provide
accurate, useful information without proper training.

Congress mandates the Welfare Officer

To provide money management training to thelfare officers at UOS or at an alternative date
before the beginning of the Academic term

11UO2 CONSTITUENT ORGANISATION CONSULTATION

Congress notes

The federal composition of USI.

Congress further notes

That each constituent organisation is indeypent and autonomous.

Congress therefore mandates Officer Board
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To liaise and seek permission of individual Cos when asked publicly about local institutional
issues.

11U03 LOBBY OF THE OIREACHTASIFREET SUBMISSION

Congress notes

That USI puts fwvard Lobby of the Oireachtas and FBadget Submission documents every
year.

Congress further notes
The importance of these two documents to the national union and national campaign.
Congress mandates the President

To establish a taskforce at the firsational council to advise the President on issues for
inclusion for these documents.

11UO5 MEMBERSHIP WORKING GROUP

Congress notes

That with the election of a new Government US| have 3 years togkelLocal Elections and
possibly 5 years to the next General Election, and thus a longer period before voter pressure can
force prostudent concessions from political parties seeking election.

Congress believes

That this period should be used for reviegihow USI engage and interact with its membership,
with the view to creating a strong unified and informed student body that identifies itself with
their national union as much as with their local CO.

Congress mandates USI Officer Board

To create a Membehip Working Group reporting to National Council, which would be allowed
to co-opt people outside of the USI membership that may be of strategic importance in carrying
out its work.

11UO6 TRAINING FOR PROTEST STEWARDS

Congress notes
That USI have orgésed two large student protests over the past three years.
Congress further notes

That 42,000 students marched on the Education not Emigration March, which exceeded
expected numbers by almost 20,000.
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Congress notes with concern

That the students chosems stewards by some colleges lacked the training and cohesion to deal
with those kind of numbers.

Congress therefore Mandates Officer Board

USI to consult with an events management company to draft a stewarding policy suitable for all
major protests andeents, to be presented to National Council before August 2011.

Congress Further mandates Officer Board

To ensure that this policy includes recommendations with regard to the dissemination of this
training to all stewards.

11UO7 STEERING MEMBERS
Congres notes

That Steering committee are very dedicated to the organisation and to its successful running. In
order to ensure that there are active steering members there needs to be a proactive approach
from Officer Board to encourage and foster networks v#tst expertise from the organisation

so that institutional memory is still accessible to the organisation.

Congress mandates the deputy president

To actively pursue new steering members in times of steering election and that they actively
promote a netwak with ex USI officers.

11U08 Cwo{l ow{Q t! /Y]

Congress notes

CKFIG {GdzRSYydaQ |yAaz2ya ONRaa GKS O2dzyiNE RAA&GNRC
GCNBAKSNEQ tIFO01aé¢ (G2 GKSANI AyO2YAy3d YSYOSNE Fa |
impression of the benefits of membership of their local Union.

Congress notes with concern

The quality of product distributed by suppliers in recent years has been falling steadily, and the
contents of many of the packs have included unsuitable material 6@Rs6 y 1 8 Q dzy A 2y a @

Congress further notes

The ongoing challenge of USI in articulating its purpose and existence tagptsmembers
before major national campaigns.

Congress therefore matates the President and Officedard:
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To investigate the possiliilie 2 F a2 dzZNOAYy 3 GKS YIFGSNRARFf &z adzZJ &aA
t-O0lae¢ G2 /ha o0& {SLIHSYOSNIunmm F2NJ O2yaARSNI GA:
2012 academic year.

11U09 PAYMENT OF AFFILIATION FEES

Congress notes

That USI has numersiaffiliated colleges.

Congress further notes

That there are a minority of colleges who choose not to pay the USI affiliation fee.
Congress mandates Officer Board

To investigate the plausibility of sanctions, including but not exclusive to, suspension or
expulsion of those colleges from USI.
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10UO10 AREA OFFICER ROLE

Congressecognizes:

The difficulty for both COs and Area Officers in defining the role of the Area Officer and utilizing
it to its full potential.

Congress believes:

That in order for he role to be successful, the onus should be on both the Officer themselves
and on COs. However, this is difficult as there are no definite guidelines as to what an Area

Officens role is.

The following should be the minimum expected from an Area Officer:

1
1

A minimum of one visit to each CO in between National Councils.

A minimum of one weals notice to COs about this visit (unless CO requests Area Officer in
a shorter period of time).

Union of Students in Ireland Annual Congress 2010 Comhdhail Bhlidiomtids na Mac
Leinn in Eirinn 201030- - 30-

To organise a number of bonding events throughout the year. This should be approved by
all COs and ensure that all are available to attend. And if all COs cannot attend, that those
not available are happthe event takes place without them.

To assist COs whenever requested in the run up to or during campaigns.

To organise a number of regional councils during the yda calendar of these should be
agreed on at the first Regional Council of the year.

That when requested, the Area Officer will attend Class Councils to update class reps on
what USI has been doing and what the future plans of the USI are. COs are asked to invite
the Area Officers to at least two Class Councils in the year.

To speak to thenedia on behalf of the region and act as the main spokesperson on issues
effecting students of their relevant area.

To provide a detailed weekly report on their activities, both to COs and the President and
Deputy President.

To assist the Deputy Presidén organizing any protests or rallies, which COs have
requested.

To keep Officers based in HQ informed of the issues and activities happening in their area.

To give an adequate cross over consisting of any further advice gained from holding office
to their successor outlining issues which may be ongoing in certain COs, the main issues
they face as an officer that year and how best to interact with their COs.
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Congresstierefore mandates:

The Area Officer to outline their role to their COs at the fiegfional council of the year.

10UO19 MANIFESTO UPDATES

Congress notes:

Important issues highlighted in the manifestos of elected members of officer board can be
neglected as the year progresses.

Congress also notes

The importance USI members plagetbe strength of the leadership of USI officer board and
much of their confidence in an individual stems from the issues they pledge to
attack/defend/promote in their manifestos.

Congressnandates

Each member of officer bod to outline the progress thehave made on their manifesto issues
at national council twice annually.

10u02a2a CAMPAIGN HISTORY

Congress notes

USI has a long and proud tradition when it comes to running effective campaigns which gather
media attention and brings our issues tatioaal attention.

Congress also notes:

We rely on anecdotal memory of what photo stunts/campaign strategies have been used in the
past. Often the issues are the same for example, fees, equal rights etc.

Congress mandates

The Deputy President to compiéedatabase of previous campaigns under relevant headings. By
doing this, we are building on our knowledge of what USI has achieved to date. Also, we can
learn from what media campaigns have worked in the past and why.

10UO 3B UNION ORGANISATION

Congres ndes:

That it is essential that each constituent organisation of USI can hold USI Officer Board to
account.

Congress further notes:

That the current system of accountability is not adequate in ensuring that each member of
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Officer Board is meeting themandates.
Congress believes

That in the same way that Higher Education Institutes should offer a quality assurance scheme
to its students; USI should provide its own quality assurance scheme as part of this effort for
greater accountability.

Congressnandates

Officer Board to establish a system of accountability, as detailed below, as part of an effort to
improve accountability and quality assurance across the organisation.

Once elected, each member of Officer Board should present the first sittiNgtmonal Council

with a plan of work for the year ahead, complete with key milestones and targets and displayed
on a Gantt Chart, as is the industry standard for project management. This plan of work should
reflect the policies laid down in the USI PplManual together with the tasks implied in the

officens job description and these should be prioritised accordingly.

The National Council have the option to accept the proposed plan of work , or reject it in which
case the officer must return to the next National Council with a new proposal.

Progress on eazh item against the original plan of work must then be made known to all
Constituent Organisations by means of a newsletter from each member of Officer Board on a
fortnightly basis.

Failure to meet these targets, within 20 percent of the overall timecalion of each item,

should then result in the Officer being held to account at the next sitting of National Council,
The Officer will be fully entitled to due process in line with Article 5.8 of the USI Constitution and
the law of the land.

Avrticle 5.8 S| Constitution

The right of the students, through their Constituent Organisation, to call to account and instruct
those charge with office, within the Union, to discipline and ultimately dismiss those who fail to
carry out their responsibilities
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ADMINISTRATION & FINGEN

17NGCAF Financial Statements at Every National Council

NATIONAL COUNCIL EST

Every year; the USI operates from a budget derived from the membership fees of the individual
Member Organisations.

NATIONAL COUNCIL AHBR NTES:
As it is student money being used, financial transparency and accountabdityays a core
ideal.

NATIONAL COUNCIL \DANES:
That at every National Council financial statements showing cumulative income and expenditure
from 1+ July each year ara@sented up to the time of each meeting.

A member of Finance Committee or Officer Board will present the accounts to the MO
representatives present and allow them to question and seek clarification on the accounts as
presented.

17 AF1 USI Financial Traparency

CONGRESS BELIEVES
That having clear and accessible transparency for the Union of Students in Ireland will
strengthen the organisation and also allow students engage more functionally and effectively.

CONGRESS BELIEVES:
That members have a right ttave easy access to such documents.

CONGRESS THEREFOSNDKTES:
The USI President to ensure that financial accounts are uploaded to the USI Website no more
than 5 working days after being approved by Congress each year.

CONGRESS DELETES:
15 AF1

242



16 AFL Solidarity Fund

Proposed by the President, USI

Congress notes:
The Union of Students in Ireland has actively sought to expand its membership in recent years
with a particular focus on postsecondary inclusion.

Congress further notes:
Participation from n& unions is significantly curtailed by a lack of funding. This essentially
means that certain student groups are still unrepresented despite being members of USI.

Congress recognises:
Solidarity is the cornerstone of unions and that every effort shoulthbde to ensure our Union
is as inclusive and engaging as possible.

Congress mandates:

The introduction of a solidarity fund to allow for broader participation of underfunded unions in
the national movement. This fund would operate on a voluntary basidangsed to allow for
engagement in key national activity such as national council, congress and other decision
making or training exercises organised by the union.

Congress further mandates:
That the fund would only be available to unions that fulfil tbbdwing criteria:

T 11-@S + G201t Fyydzf 06dzZR3ISG 2F fSadaa GGKIFIYy emy3X.
1 Have less than two paid sabbatical officers.
1 Itis the view of the National Council that they are not in a position to participate in the

work of the national union due to finaradiconstraints.

Congress further mandates:
The introduction of a levy on Students Unions of not more than 14c per student per year to
FAYlIYOS (GUKS FdzyR® ¢KS O2yiGNROdziA2Y 2F AYRAQDARdzZ f

Congress further mandates:
Fees appéd by USI for training, conferences etc be reduced, as appropriate, to allow
participation in such events

Congress further mandates:
The President, and Vice President for Academic Affairs and Quality Assurance to seek alternative
funding for FE colleges aoon as practicable

16 AF Z.iving Wage
Proposed by the President, USI

Congress recognises:
¢KS RSTFAYyAGAZY 2F G(GKS fAQAYy3a 6138 La al 6138 K
2F fAQAYIDE
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Congress recognises:
The value of leading by exampledathe existing motion 14 NA 1 which outlines our
comprehensive policy on the issue.

Congress notes:
The work undertaken by various representative groups, including USI, and some employers to
ensure that workers be paid the living wage in order to mam&adecent standard of living.

Congress further notes:
That USI has a number of staff and officers working full time for the organisation.

Congress mandates:
That USI becomsa living wage employer arttiat Officer Boarcencourage2 0 KSNJ { § dzZRSy (1 a Q
Unionsto do the same.

14 AF1 FINANCIAL REPORTING FORASKRAGRE EVENTS

Congress believes

Transparency in the financial dealings of the Union of Students in Ireland is of paramount
importance.

Congress also believes

That this transparency is particulaiigportant in relation to largescale higkcost events
organised by USI.

Congress notes with approval

The presentation on the finances of the USI offered by the General Manager at National Council
each year and the further presentation by finance comegtat congress.

Congress asserts

That every effort should be made to ensure financial transparency and that Member
Organisations should be entitled to input before decisions regarding the budgets of large scale
events are made.

Congress thereforenandates:

That the President present a projected budget for large scale events, including but not limited to
Pink Training, SUT, and Congress to a National Council prior to the event for discussion.

Congresgurther mandates:

That the President present an actumldget for large scale events, including but not limited to
Pink Training, SUT and Congress to the first National council after the event as an item for
discussion.
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14 AF2 USI FVEYEAR FINANCIAL PLAN

Congress notes:

Congress policy 13/A&F2, whichlsdbr a fiveyear financial plan for USI to be presented to
Congress 2014, to include a review of the affiliation fee structure and an aim to reduce
affiliation fee dependence through increased income generation from other sources.

Congress further notes

The USI Income Diversification Strategy, and reforms recommended by Finance Committee to
enable tighter USI budgeting, passed by National Council this year.

Congress believes:

That it is a prudent and sensible approach for USI to regularly review ihatrategy, and to
plan ahead in terms of budgetary projections. This should include the development of a reserves

policy and commercial strategy for USI, as well as identifying potential cost reductions.
Congress approves:

The FiveYear Financial Plaresented to Congress by the USI President.

Congress mandates:

The USI President to endeavour to implement this Plan, and meet the targets set out.
CGongress further mandates:

The President to present an update on the implementation of this Plan atriui@bACongress,
and bring any proposed amendments or changes in strategy to the Plan to Congress for
approval.

14 AF3 USI INCOME DIVERSIFICATION STRATEGY

Congress welcomes

The engagement of Venture Advancement to develop an Income Diversificatioeg$tfar USI,
subsequently approved by USI National Council.

Congress notes

The existence of USI Member Services Ltd. as a vehicle for commercial projects and activity
undertaken by USI outside of its core representative work.

Congress believes:

The impementation of this strategy and the initial recommended projects is fundamentally
important to the future development of USI, in terms of meeting strategic financial targets,
adding value to USI membership through the provision of services, and workiagd®the
reduction in USI affiliation fees.
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Congress approves:
w ¢KS '{L LyO2YS S5AGSNAAFAOIGAZ2Y {GN}XGS3e
w ¢KS RS@St2LIVSYyid 2F F 6806 LIFGF2NY F2NI |

{L
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Congress mandates

2 )
2 F

¢KS !'{L tNBaAaARSyG G2 GF1S NBalLRyaArAoAtAGe F2NJ 0K

Strategy and commercial targets, including the successful rollout of the approved projects.

14 AFS COMPEBSATION OF IRISH OFFICER
Congress notes the iportance of the Irish language:

Congress further notes the effort and commitment of the VP for the Irish Language in USI.
Congress is concerned

That the work of the VP for the Irish Language is uncompensaiiitithe exception of expenses
and that this is the only unpaid position on USI officer board.

Congress recogses

That expenses are not paid until the end of the month and can leave the officer out of pocket or
unable to do the job. In addition there assignificantly reduced level of accountability on the
officer based on the fact that they are not paid.

Congress further recogeés

The fact that the VP for the Irish Language is likely to be based out of the main office and this is
likely to be a detgrent to applicants who could not afford to take up the position.

Congress acknowledges
That changing this state of affairs would require a USI constitutional amendment.
Congress therefore mandates

That the USI President investigates the possibilitprof/iding parttime pay to the VP for Irish
Language.
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13 AFL MOTION TO INTRODUCE INCREASED USI FINANCE COMMITTEE
TRANSPARENCY

Gongress notes:

The significant responsibility that USIFnance Committee hastowardsthe organization adthe
powersit holdsunder the constitution including:

w The drafting of the USIAnnual Budget

W Regulation of Officerboard@ terms and conditions of employment

W The setting of expense rates

Congresdurther notes:

The inadequacy of abrief annual update on USIFnancesto Member Organisations.
Congresslso notes:

The responsible dedsions made by USIFnance Committee and the needto maintain confidentiality
in relation to certain dedsions.

Congressgherefore mandates

The Presidentaquarterdy update to National Gouncil and to provide membersof National Gouncil
with Agenda and Minutesof its meetings. Gongressrecognisesthat certain Agendaitemsand
Minutesmay bewithheld dueto being sensitive in nature.

13 AR2 MOTION ON COST OF USI AFFILIATION FEES

Gongress notes:
The dependence of USlon affiliation fees,amounting to 99.8%of the organisation@income in 11/12.

Gongress believes
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It isprudentfor the organisation and a duty to its Member Organisationsto regularly conduct a
comprehensive review of affiliation feesand financial strategy.

Qongress believes
It isequally important that studentsfeelUSIrepresents value for their money.
ngressmandates:

The USIPresidentcommence afinancial review of the organisation and the productionof afive year
financial planto be presentedto Gongress2014. Thisreview mustata minimum:

1 Review the systemof charging Member Organisationsacharge per studentregardless obize,
studentnumbersand other criteria taken into accaunt by other National StudentUnions.

1 {SS]1 (G2 NBRdzOS (GKS FTFTFAT{ALFLGA2Y FSSa OKINHSR |

1 Aim to reduce dependence on affiliation fees through increasing other income sources

13AF 3 MOTION TO ESTABLISH WORBIRU&IP TO INVESTIGATE
COST OF CONGRESS

Congessnotes:

The significant cost of Congress to Member Organisations and the economic limifations
{GdzRSy(iaQ ! yA2yao

Congressherefore mandates

The President to establish a working group to investigate the costs of Congreiskeatiiy
areas or ations which may result in savings for MOs.

The taskforce will invite the following individuals to participate:
W USI President

USI General Manager

1 Member of Finance Committee

2 Members of National Council

€ € € ¢

1 Representative of Universities
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EMERGENCY MOTIONS
14EM1  DEMONSTRATION AGAINST FORCED LABOUR SCHEMES

Congress welcomes
The passing of motion UO 16 Job Bridge.
Congress has been made aware

That a demonstration has been organised by youths wings of the trade union movértakée
place on 12 April in Dublin against sanctions individuals who refuse to take a placement on Job
Bridge and Gateway.

Congress mandates

Officer board to support this demonstration.

14EM2 THE CENTRE

Congress notes with concern
Therecentairing ¥ I O2YSRAO LINPIANIYYS o6& we9 OFffSR W¢K:!
of social minorities.

Congress further notes
The protest registered by the Irish trans* advocacy body TENI about the programmes highly
negative, stereotyping and mocking attel towards trans* people.
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