Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty
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Comhairle Notes

The Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty is a proposed treaty that aims to stop the expansion of the fossil fuel sector, advocates for a just transition and supports the phase out of fossil fuel energy in line with critical climate targets set out in the 2015 Paris Agreement. The campaign is spearheaded by small island nations globally who are calling on the rest of the world’s support.

By endorsing the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty, USI will demonstrate leadership in the area of climate action and strong commitment to the creation of a sustainable and equitable society for all. Furthermore, USI’s support of the Treaty will encourage the Irish government to realise our national and international legal climate obligations and uphold our promise as a nation to work towards the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals, which are inherently undermined by the continued use of fossil fuels. In order to avert the worst impacts of the climate crisis and avoid a global temperature rise of over 1.5°C, every nation must rapidly move away from fossil fuel expansion and usage. The devastating reality of climate change is already being experienced in Ireland and it is essential that the phase out of fossil fuels is carried out in a way which incorporates a just transition to ensure that nobody is left behind, hence the need for a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Comhairle Further Notes

As its formal COP28 resolution, the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty was endorsed by University College Cork. The treaty has been endorsed by Cork City Council, South Dublin County Council, Ireland and the Environment Section, Galway County Council. The treaty has also been endorsed by the following Irish CSOs, Institutions, and NGOs: An Taisce, Atlantic Technological University, Climeaction, Eco therapy Network of Ireland, Education for Sustainability, Feasta: the Foundation for the Economics of Sustainability, Friends of the Earth Ireland, Irish Doctors for the Environment, Irish Global Health Network, Lusthof ReDesign, Missionary Sisters of St. Columban, Not Here Not Anywhere, SCAN Ireland (Students' Climate Action Network), Society for Social Medicine and Population Health, The Brave Lab, Totalcare, Trócaire, Ryan Institute, University of Galway, and Irish Society of Specialists in Public Health Medicine (ISSPHM).

Comhairle Mandates

USI to support and endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty and to encourage and support students to push for their respective academic institutions to endorse the treaty and to lobby the Irish government to endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

Comhairle Further Mandates

The USI Environmental Justice Committee to lobby the Irish government to endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.

